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Nigris aquora ventis 
EmirabUnr infoiens^ 

^i nunc tefrtntut credulus aureit^ 
^ifem^r vacuam, femper amahiUm 
Speratj ne/cius aur4g 
Faiiacis! Hoiu 

How often fliall th' unpraftis'd youth 
Of altered gods and injurM truth, 

With tears, alas ! complain ! 
How foon beheld with wond'ring eyes 
The blackning winds tempefluous rifei 
•» And fcowl along the main ! 
While by his eafy faith betray'd, 
He now enjoys thee, golden maid> x 

Thus amiable and kind ^ 
He fondly hopes that you ihall prott 
Thus ever vacant tp his love, 

Nor heeds the faithkfs wind* P&Anci^v 

The ladies, to whom I lately addreffed CotXL^ tViow^DXA 
tipoa the choice -of a, hu/band, I (hall to-d^y CQifkidKX 
'Vo. II. j^ ^ 
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AS married ^ and as I am very bx from thinking that 
they may now fit down in ne^gent fecurity, and 
remit at once their affiduity and circumfpedion, I fhall 
warn them of ibme opinions of which this condud is 
the confequence, deted (bme errors by which the gene* 
ral intention of ,good-aiature may be difappointed, and. 
endeavour to put them upon their guard againil fome 
propenfities by which it may be overborne* 

It is now neceflary to remind them^ that the paffion 
which is fuppofed to animate the lover, the paflion 
which is reprefented by flames and darts, which fwell^ 
the bofom with perpetual rapture, and neither changes 
its objed nor lofes its ardour, ezifts only in poetry and 
romance. The real pafllon which wit and folly have 
thus concurred to diiguife, is fubje£b to difgufl and fa« 
tiety, is excited by novelty, and frequently extinguiihed 
by poflefHon. 

It is alfo equally true, that a refined and abitra6^ed 
friendlhip between perfons of different fexes, a union ^ 
of fouls to which the corporal paf&on is merely acci- 
dental, is only to be found in the writings of thofe en- 
thufiads, who have addreffed the world from a cave or 
a college, and perhaps denied the force of defires which 
they could not fubdue ^ or in the profefllons of infi« 
dious hypocntes, who have endeavoured thus to gain a 
confidence, which they intend only to abufe. But 
there is an efleem which is meliorated by love, and a 
love that is elevated by efleem ; a kind of mixed af- 

r 

fe6Uon, peculiar to mankind as beings compounded of 
inftindl and reafon, or, in other words, of body and 
mind. This is that fpecies of affe6lion, upon which 
tJie fttpremc or pecuHar bappinefs of marriage depends^ 
and which can icarce be preCerved ^ v\)aou\. ^ cqt&mdX 
sttcation suid perpetual efforts. 
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As love without efteem is volatile and capricious ; 
tftecm without love is languid and cold. I am afraid 
that many men, whofe wives have pofefled their 
tfteem, have yet lavi(hed their fortune and their fond* 
fieis upon a miflrefs : and that the love of others, how- 
ever ardent, has been quickly alienated, becaufe it was 
lot dignified and fupported by efteem. 

Though good-nature does indeed participate the 
pains and pleafures of others, and may, therefore, be 
confidered as a conftant and forcible motive to commu- 
nicatee happinefs and alleviate mifery ; yet it is at bed 
but the imperfed excellence of imperfefl beings, whofe 
immediate gratifications are often felfifh, and fuch as 
folly or vice render incompatible with the true h^ppi- 
neis of the individual, and of each other. 

As there is not perhaps upon earth, any couple, 
whofe natural difpofitions and relifh of life are fo per« 
kStlj fimilar, as that their wills conflantly coincide ; Co 
it mail fometimes happen that the immediate pleafurc 
of indulging oppofite inclinations, will be greater than 
a participation of that pleafure, which would arife to 
the other if this indulgence (hould be forborne : but as 
to forbear this indulgence can never fail to conciliate 
efteem, it ihould always be confidered as*" a 'means of 
happinefs, and rather as an advantage than a lofs : efpe- 
ciaDy if it be true, that the indulgence itfclf, in thcfe 
^omftances, never gives the pleafure that it pro- 
mi&t* 

Lady Charlotte Sprightly, the wife of a young Ba- 
: itmet, was drefiing for an afiembly a few nights ago, 

when Six Harry came in. ^* My dear Charlotte^*' &^% 
. Ve, " I am forry that you are going out to-m^^S Isst 

''mxe&u&i George isjufl arrived from Wife 'E»!&.-'^'s^- 
^: J hare invited bim to fup j and •sV^iw**^^ 

Aa 
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lien you, I proroifed him your company.** ** Nay, dear 
*' Sir Harry," replied the lady, ^* do not aik me U 
^ flay at home to-night ; you know I am fond of 
^' dancing, and now my £ancy is fet upon going, I am 
** fure you will not difiappoint me.'' Sir Harry, who 
was truly good-natured, would not urge her to ftay j 
ior to (lay with apparent relu^nce, would not hare 
Ratified his wi(h. She perceived that he was fecretly 
ctifpleafed : however, away fhe went. . £ut as .ihe had 
not leis good-nature than Sir Harry, (he fuffered fo 
fo much pain by receding on the pain ihe had given 
him, that (he often wiihed hcrfelf at home. Thus (he 
ollended the delicacy of his affedion, by preferring «. 
dance to the quiet of his mind } and forfeited part of 
the efteem, which was due to that very good-nature by 
which ihe loft the enjoyment of the night. 

In this inftance the pain inflided upon the hufband, 
was accidental to the private gratification propofed by 
the wife. But there is a pailion very different both 
ff om malice and rage, to the gratification of which the 
piin of another is fometimes effentially necefiary. This 
pftflion, which, though its eiSieds are often diredly op. 
pofite to good-nature, is yet perhaps predominant in 
every breaft, and indulged at whatever rifque, is Vani- 
ty. 

To a gratification of vanity, at the expence of reci- 
procal efteem, the wife is certainly under much ftron« 
ger teniptations than the hufband : and I warn the la- 
dies againft it, not only with more zeal, but with greater 
hope of fttccefs ; becaufe thofe only who have fuperior 
natural abilities, or have received uncommon advan- 
ttBges &om education, have it in their power, 

Sttcccfsfiilly to rally a wife, confers no honour upon 
mJuuBm^} thr attempt it regarded rather as an infiilt 

\.\vaa 
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than a conteft 5 it is exulting in a mafculinc ftrengtH, 
to* ^hich" flic makes no prctenfions, and brandifhing 
weaponV fhe is not fuppofed to have fkill to wield. 

For the fame reafons, to confute or to ridicule a huf-- 
hand with an apparent fuperioHty of knowledge or of 
wit, aflFords air the parade of triumph to a wife-, it 
18 to be ftrong" where* wcaknefe i» no reproach, and to 
coilquer whoa ir would not have been difhohoutable to 
ffjr* But thefe circumft^ances, which increafe the force of 
the temptatlbb, will be found to afford proportionate mo- 
tives to refift it : whatever adds to the glory of the vidor^ 
srdds equally to the difEonour of the vanquiflied^ and th^t 
which can exalt a wiffc only by degrading a hoib^nd,' 
will appear Upon the whole not to be worth the ^c^uU 
fition, even though it could be made without changing 
fondnefs to refentment, or provoking to jealoufy by an 
implication of contempt. If the ladies do not perceive 
the force of thi« argument, I earneflly requell that they 
would for once truft implicitly to my judgment j a re- 
queft which, however extraordinary, is not unreafona- 
We J becaufc in this inllance the very vanity which 
hides truth from them, muft neceiTarily difcoveritto 
me. 

But if good-nature is fufficiently vigorous to fecure 
the efleem of reafon, it may yet be too negligent to 
gratify the delicacy of love : it muft therefore, not on- 
ly be Heady, but watchful and affiduous : beauty mufl: 
fuffer no diminution by inelegance, but every chana 
mull contribute to keep the heart which it contributed 
to win \ whatever would have been concealed as a de- 
fc£k from the lover, muft with yet greater diligence be 
concealed from the hulband. The moil intimate and' 
tender familiarity cannot furely be fuppofed to exclude 

A 5 ifecoxxxTo.'* 
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decorum : aod there is a delicacy in every mind, wl^cll 
is difgufted at tbe breach of it, though every mind is 
not fufficiently attentive to avoid giving an offence 
"Vfhich it has often received. 

I (hall conclude this paper, as I did my laft on the 
fame fubje£l, with a general remark. As they ^ho 
poffefs lefs than they expe£led cannot be happy, to ex- 
patiate in chimerical profpeds of felicity is to infure 
the anguilh of difappointment, and to loofe the power 
of enjoying whatever may be pofieffed. Let not youth , 
therefore, imagine, that with all the advantages of na- 
ture and education, marriage will be a conftant reci- 
procation of delight, over wliich externals will have 
little influence, and which time will rather change 
than deflroy. There is no pe^etual fource of delight 
but Hope : fo imperfed is the utmoft tempon^ happt- 
neis, that to poffefs it all, is to lofe it. We enjoy that 
which is before us ^ but when nothing more is poffible, 
all that is attained is infipid. Such is the condition of 
this life : but let us not^ therefore, think it of no value ; 
for to be placed in this life, is to be a candidate for a 
better. 



PT. -^ 
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Ca/ymMidrsjS guii awtem voluerti^ 
^oJ arkores loquantur^ non tantum ferae \ 
' TiBisjacarinos meminerufabulis. Thmd^ 

Let thc^e whom folly prompts to fiieer. 
Be told we (port with fable Here \ 
Be told, that brutes can morals teacb. 
And trees like fomideil cafuifls preach. 

XflouGH it be generally allowed, that to communicate 
]iappine{s is the charadleriiHc of virtue, yet this happi- 
nefs is feldom confidered as extending beyond our own 
ipecies 5 and no man is thought to become vicious, by 
facrificing the life of an animal to the pleafure of hit- 
ting a mark. It is, however, certain, that by this ad: 
more happinefi is deflroyed than produced ^ except it 
be fuppofed, that happinefs fhould be edimated, not in 
proportion to its degree only, but to the rank of the 
being by whom it is enjoyed : but this is a fuppofition, 
which perhaps cannot eaiily be fupported. Reafon, 
from which alone man derives his fuperiority, fhould^ 
in the {>refent question, be coniidered only as fenfibili- 
ty : a blow produces more pain to a man, than to a 
brute 'y becaufe to a man it is aggravated b^ ^ C&\^f^ ^1 
indignity, and is felt as often as it u x^mftis^^x^^ >*^3dl 

A4 ^ 
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the brute it produces only corporal pauiy which in sl 
ihort time ceafes for ever. But it may be juftly affert- 
td that the fame degree of pain in both fubjc6ls, is in 
the fame degree an evil ^ and that it cannot be wanton- 
ly inHided, without equal violation of right. Neither 
does it folloW from the contrary portions, that, man 
ihould abilain from animal food ^ for by him that kills 
merely to eat, life is facrificed only to life^ and if man 
had lived upon fruits and herbs, the greater part of 
thofe animals wliich die to furnifh his table, would ne« 
ret have lived 5 inflead of increafing the breed as a 
pledge of plenty, he would have been compelled to de- 
ilroy them to prevent a famine. 

There is great difference between killing for food, 
and for fport. To take pleafure in that by which pain 
is inflidled, if it is not vicious, is dangerous ^ and every 
pra6lice which, if not criminal in itfelf, yet wears out 
the fympathizing fenfibility of a tender mind, mufl ren- 
der human nature proportionably lefs fit for fociety. 
In my purfuit of this train of thought, I confidered 
the inequality with which happinefs appears to be 
diftributed among the brute creation, as different 
animals are in a different degree expofed to the ca- 
pricious cruelty of mankind 5 and in the fervor of my 
imagination, I began to think it poffible that they 
might particrpate in a future retribution j efpecially as 
mere matter and motion approach no nearer to fenfibi- 
lity, than to thought : and he, who will~not venture to 
deny that brutes have fenfibility, iliould nothaflily pro- 
nounce, that they have only a material exiftence. 
While my mind was thus bufied, the evening itoJe 
izjperceptiblj away) and at length morning fucceeded 
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to midnight : my attention was remitted by degreed, 
and I fell afleep in my chair 

Though the labours of 'memory and judgment wefc 
Bov? at an- end, yet fancy was ftill bufy : by this roving 
wa«ton 1 was condu6ied through a dark avenue, which, 
after many windings, terminated in a place which (he 
told me was the elyfium of birds and beaAs# Here I 
beheld a great variety of animals, whom I perceive'd 
to be endowed with reafon and fpee'ch : this ptodigy, 
however, did not raife afloniihment, but curioiity. I 
was impatient to learn what were the topics of dif- 
courfe in fuch an aflembly ^ and hoped to gain a valu- 
able edition- to my remarks upon human life. For this 
purpofe I approached a horfe and an afs, who feemcd 
t6 be engaged in ferious converfation ^ <but I approach- 
ed with great caution and humility : for I now conii- 
dered them as in a Hate fuperior to mortality ^ and I 
feared to incur the contempt and indignation^ whicJh 
naturally rife at the fight of a tyrant who is di veiled bf 
his power. My caution was, however, unneceffary, foTr 
they feemed wholly to difregard me, and by degrees 1 
came near enough to overhear them* - 

** If I had perilhed," faid the afs, " when I was dif- 
" miiTed from the- eartJh,. I think I (hould have been a 
*** loferby my exiftence': for during my whole liftf, 
*•" there was-fcarce an interval of an hour, in which i 
"did not fuffer the- accumulated mifery of blows, hurt- 
**' ger, and fatigue. When I was- a colt, I was (lolen 
" by a gypfy,' who placed two children upon my back 
'* in a pair of panniers, before' I had perfedlly acquired 
•** t:he habit of carrying my own weight with ileadi- 
^ ncfs and dexterity. By hard iat^ ?ca^ ViV Xi^^>^'e.T5L, 
^f I-quickly. became blind \ and 'w^i^xi \)cifc 1'wk^.i>'« 

As ^'^"^ 
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** wbich I belonged, went into their winter-quarters 
** in Norwood, I was flaked as a bet againft a couple 
^ of geefe, which had been found by a fellow who 
** came bj, driving before him two of my brethren^ 
** whom he had overloaded with bags of land: a half- 
*^ penny was thrown up j and to the inexpredible in- 
'' creafe of my calamity, the dealer in land was the 



*' winner. 






'' When I came to town, I was hamefled with my 
** two wretched aflociates to a cart, in which my new 
^' mailer Had piled up his commodity till it would hold 
no more« The load was fo difproportionate to our 
flrength, that it was with the utmoil difficulty and 
'* labour dragged very flowly over the rugged pave- 
. ** ment of the Jftreets, in which every done was an al- 
.** moft infuperable obftacle to our progrefs. Onp 
'* morning very early, as we were toiling up Snow- 
** Hill with repeated efforts of flrength, that was fli- 
*^ mulated even to agony, by the inceffant flrokcs of a 
*' whip, which had already laid our loins hare even to 
'' the bone^ it' happened, that being placed in the 
^ fhafts, and the F^ght preffing hard upon me, I fell 
■*• down. Our driver regarded my misfortune, not 
^' with pity but rage : and the moment he turned 
** about he threw a flick with fuch violence at my 
^ head, that it forced out my eye, and paffing through 
** the fbcket into the brain, I was inflantly difmiffed 
*^ from that mifeiy,the comparifon of which with my 
'^ prefent flate conflitutes great part of its felicity. 
** But you, furely, if I may judge by your flatute, and 
'^ the elegance of your make, was among the fa- 
^^ vourltes of xnankind ^ you was placed in a higher 
aflJ M happier iiation ) you vfa^ not xYi* ^v^^ c^l Vn- 
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'* digence, but the pride of greatnefi jf your laboor 
^ was fporty and your. reward was triumph, eafe, plen- 
** ty and attendance/' 

** It is true," replied the Steed, " I was a fa- 
'* vourite ^ but what avails it to .be the favourite of 
^* caprice, avarice and barbarity ? My tyrant was a 
*^ wretch, who had gained a confiderable fortune by 
*^ play, particularly by racing. I had won him many 
** large fums j but being at length excepted out of 
every match, as .having no equal, he regarded even 
my excellence with malignity, when it was no Ion* 
** gee fubfervient to his interefl. Yet I flill lived in 
^ eafe and plenty^ and as he was able to fell even 
^ my pleafures, though -my labour was become ufelefs,. 
^ I had a feraglio in which there was a perpetual fuc- 
.^ ceflion of new beauties. At lad, however, another 
^' competitor appeared : I enjoyed a new triumph by 
*^ smticipatioQ ^ I rulhed into the £eld, panting for the 
** conqueil; and the firfl heat I put my mailer in pof- 
^ feffion of the flakes, which amounted to ten thoufand 
y pounds. The proprieto]^of the mare that I had dif- 
^ tanced^ notwithflanding the difgrace, declared with 
*^ gtc^t zeal, 'that fhe fhould run the next day againft 
** any gelding in the world for double the fum : my 
** mafler immediately accepted the challenge, and told 
^ him^ that he would the next day produce a gelding 
^ that ihould beat her : but what was my ailonifhment 
^ and indignation, when I difcovered that he.mofl: 
^ c^oeHy and fraudulently intended to qualify me for 
** this match ^pon the fpot ; and to facrifice my life 
** at the very moment in which every nerve fhould be 
^* Stiaioed in bis jfibrvice ! 

A 6 *!:> 
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'* As r knew it would be In vain to refill, I faffered 
** myfclf- to be bound : the operation was performed, 
*• and I was inllantly mounted andfpurred on to the goaf. 
** Injured as I was, tHe love of glory was flill luperior 
" to the delire of revenge : I determinedto die as I 
** had Kvedi without an equal y and having again won 
** the race,**! funk down at a poft in an agony ^ which; 
** foon after put an end to my life.?* 

When Ihad heard this horrid narrative-, which indeed . 
r remembered to be true, I turned about in honefl con- 
fufion, and- blufhed that I was a man. But my reflec- 
tions were interrupted by. the notes of ar blackbird, 
who was fitiging the flc*ry of his own fate with a melo- 
4iy that irrefiflably compelled my attention; By thfs 
gentle and harmonious being, I was not treated with 
equal contempt 5 he perceived thfatl liftened with cu- 
riofity, and interrupting his^ong, ** Stranger,'' tays he, 
** though I am, as thou feeft, in the fields of Elyfium, 

yet my happinefs.is not- complete 5 my. mate is ftill 

expofed to the miferies of mortality, and I am ftill 
^* vulnerable in her. O ! ftranger, to bribe thy friend- 
** (hip, if per ad venture it may reach my IbvCj I will 
*' gratify the curiofity with which thy looks inquire 
*' after me; I fell by the unprovoked enmity^ of man, 
" in that feafon when the dilates of nature are love. 
" But let not my cenfure be univerfal 5 for as the ele- 
*' gy which I fing, was w;ritten by a human being, eve- 
** ry human being, is not deftitute of compafiion, nor 
** deaf to the language in which eur joys and fears arc 
** expreffed." He then, after a fweet' though (hort 
prelude, made the grove again echo with Bis fong. 

The 
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The fUnbad chacM'thc winter's fnow. 

And kindljr loos'd the froil-bound foilj 
The meltmg flreams began to How, 

And plowmen urg'd then: annual toil.. 

'Twas then amid the vernal throng, 

Whom nature wakes to mirth and 1 ve, . 

A blackbird raisM his amorous fong, 
And thus it*echo'd through the grove; . 

** O ! faireft of ^he feathered train, 

** For whom I fing, for whom I burn / 
** Attend with pity to my flrain, 

** And gsaiit my love Z' kind return; 

** See, fee, the winter's ilorins^ are flown^ 

" And Zephyrs gently fan the air ! 
**^ Let us the genial influence own, 

** Let us 'the vernal paftiihe' (hare, ^ 






The raven plumes- his jetty wing, 

To pleafe his croaking paramour \ 
The larks refponfive love-tales fing, 
" And tcU their paffions as they foar* 

** But ttuft me; love, the raven's wing 
" Is not to be compar'd with mine j 

" Nor can the lark fo fweetly fing 
"As I, who ftrength with fweetnefs jbin. 

" With thee I'll prove the fweets of lo'qc^ 
" With tbec divide the cares o£ li£e \ 
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^' No fonder hufband in the grove, 
^* Nor none than thee a happier wife. 



** ini lead thee to the cleared rill, 

'* Whofe dreams ampng the pebbles flray ^ 

** There will we fit and fip our fill, 
" Or on the flow'ry border play. ' 

^* 1*11 guide thee to the thickefl brake, 
" Impervious to the fchool-boy's eyfe : 

** For thee the plafterM ncft I'll make, 
** And on thy downy pinions lie, 

** To get thee food I'll range the fields^ 
" And cull the beft of every kin4 > 

** Whatever nature's bouftty yields, 
** Or love's affidubus care can find. 

•* And when my lovely mate would ilra)r, 
'^ To tafie the fummer's fweets at large, 

'* At home I'll wait the live-long day^ 
*^ And tend at home our infant charge. 

** When prompted by a mother's care 

** Thy warmth fliall form th'imprifon'd youngs 

f* With thee the talk I'll fondly Ihare, 
** Or cheer thy labours with my fong.'* 

He ceas'd his fong. The melting dame 

With tender pity heard his ftrain } 
She felt, (he own'd a mutual flame, 
Jind JbaAen^d to relieve lus paiiu 
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He led her to tbe nuptial bower. 

And neflled clofely to her fide, 
The happieft bridegroom in that hour, 

And (he the mod enamourM bride. 

Next mom he wakM her with a fong— 

*' Arife ! behold the new-bom day i 
** The lark his martin peal has rung ; 

** Arife, my love, and come away I" 

Togother through the fields they flrayM, 

And to the verdant rivulet ^s fide. 
Renewed their vows, and hopp'd and playM, 

With honefl joy and decent pride. 

But O ! my jnufe with pain relates 

The mournful fequel of my tale : 
Sent by an order of the fates 

A gunner met )them in the vale. 

AlarmM, the lover cry'd, ** My dear, 
*^ Hafte, hafte away ', from danger fiy ! 

" Here, gunner, turn thy vengeance, here ! 
^' O ! fpare my love, and let me die.^^ 

At him the gunner took his aim ', 

The aim he took was much too tme } 
O ! had he chofe Tome other^game. 

Or (hot as he had usM to do* ! 

Divided pair ! forgive the wrong, 
While I with tears your jEate teVie^Lttex 

* Merer Aaviag kiUed aaj tbiD|i^etoc« « &m«« 
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Pll Join the widow's plaintive fong, 
And fave the lover in my vcrfc. 

The emotions which thh fong produced in m^rbofom, 
awaked me 5 and I immediately recolle6led, that, while 
lilept, my imagination had repeated '^ an elegy occa- 
'* iioned by (hooting z- blackbird on- Valentine Vday," 
which had a few days before been communicated to me 
by a gentleman, who is not only eminent for tafle, li- 
terature and virtue, but for his zeal in defence of that 
seligion, which mod ilrongly inculcates compaffion to 
inferior natures, by the example of its Divine Author, 
who gave the moil flupendous proof of his^ocapafnoa 
i^.ours. 



N^ 
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No. XXXVIII. Saturday, March 17, 175^. 



Pttb4o. ap* LoNoiN, 

Pythagoras being afked in what man could refemblc 
the Divinity, juilly anfwered, " in beneficence and 
truth." 

In the Pcrfian chronicle ©f the £^vc hundred and thir* 

teenth year of the Heigyra, 

it is thus written. 

Of the Letter of CosROu the Iman. 

It pleafed our mighty fovereign Abbas Carafcan, from 
whom the kings of the earth derive honour and domi« 
nion, to fet Mirza, his fervant over the province of 
Tauris. In the hand of Mirza, the balance of diHri- 
bution was fufpended with impartiality j and under his 
adminiflration the weak were prote^ed, the learned re- 
ceived honour, and the diligent became rich.: 
Mirza, therefore, was beheld by every eye with com- 
placency, and every tongue pronounced blefTmgs upon 
his head. But it was obferved that he derived no joy 
from the benefits which he dififufed : he became pen- 
five and melancholy ^ he fpent his leifure in folitude ^ 
in his palace he fat motionleik upon a ioi^. \ ^xA ^V^^^ct 
he went out, his walk was flow, SLud\ust^t^^^^^^^^^ 
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Upon the ground : he applied to the bafinefs of fbtte 
with relu£lance ^ and refolved to relinquifh the toil of 
government, of which he could no longer enjoy the re- 
ward. 

He, .therefore, -obtained permiffion to approach the 
throne of our fovereign j and being aiked what was his 
requefl, he made this reply ! ^^ May the Lord of the 
** world forgive the flave whom' lub has honoured, ii-\ 
** Mirza prefume again to lay the bounty of Abbas at 
'* his feet. Thou haft given me the dominion of a 
^ country, fruitful as the gardens of Damafcus y and a 
^ city, glorious above all othersi except that only 
** which rj;fleds the fplendor of thy prefence. Sut the 
*^ longeft life is a period fcarce fufiicrent to prepare for 
'^ death : all other bufineis is vain and trivial, as the 
^ toil of emmets in the path of the traveller, under 
^ whofe foot they perifh for ever ^ and all enjoyment 
** is unfubftantial and evanefcent, as the colours of the 
^' bow that appear in the interval of a ftorm. Suffer 
'* me, therefore, ^to prepare for the approach of eter* 
'* nity ^ let me give up my foul to meditation : let (b- 
^ litude and filence acquaint me with the myfteries of 
*^ d^svotion ^ let me forget the world, and by the world 
** be forgotten, till the moment arrives, in which the 
** veil of eternity (hall fall, and I (hall be found at the 
'* bar of the Almighty." Mirza 'then bowed himfelf to 
the earth, and flood iilent. 

By the command of Abbas it is recorded, that at 

thefe words he trembled upon that throne, at the foot- 

iiool of which the world pays homage: he looked 

round upon his nobles j but every countenance was 

/w/e> aad every eje was upon the earth. No man 
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opened his mouth ^ and the king firil broke filence, a£- 
ter it had continued near an hour. 

*^ Mirza^ terror and doubt are cpme upon me. I am 
** alarmed) as a man who luddenly perceives that he is 
** near the brink of a precipice, and is urged forward 
" by an irrefiftible force : but yet I know notj whc- 
** ther my danger is a reality or a dream. I am as 
** thou arty a reptile of the earth ^ my life is a mp- 
^* menty and eternity, in which days and years and ages 
** are nothing, eternity is before me, for which I alfo * 
** fhould prepare : but by whom then mufl the faithful 
'' be governed ? by thofe only who have no fear of 
** judgment ? by thofe only, ^ whofe life, is brutal, be- 
'^ caufe like brutes they do not confid.ej^|L^t they (hall 
^^ die ? Or who, indeed, are the FaithfiilP^re the bu- 
** fy multitudes that croud the city, in a date of per- 
*^ dition ? and is the cell of the Dervife alone thegate 
** of paradife ? To ^1, the life of a Dervife is not pof- 
'' fible : to all, therefore, it cannot be a duty. Depart 
'* to the houfe which has in this city been prepared 
*^ for thy reiidence : I wiU meditate the reafon of thy 
** requell ; and may he who illunftnates the mind of 
** the humble, enable me to determine with wifdom.^' 

Mirza departed^ and on the third day having re« 
ceived no command, he again xequefled an audience^ 
and it was granted. When he entered the royal pre^ 
fence,' his countenance appealed more cheerful ; he 
drew a letter from his bofom, and having kiffed it, he 
prefented it with his right hand. *^ My Lord,'' faid 
he, ** I have learned by this letter, which I received < 
** from Cofrou the Iman, who now (lands before thee, ; 
** in what manner life may be beft. \m^xoN^^% Y-ws^^a.* 
^' Med to look back with plea£Uxe, lai^. ifti:H««t^ ^>2S 
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**^ hope 'y and I (hall now rejoice (lill to be tbe fhadow 
** of thy power at Tauris, and to keep thofe honours 
*" which 1 & lately wifhed to rcCgn,** The king, who 
had liftened to Mirza with a mixture of furprize and 
curiofity, immediatelj gave the letter to Cofrou, and 
commanded that it fhould be read. The eyes of the 
court were at once turned upon the hoary fage, whofc 
countenance was fufiEufed with an honell bluih ^ and it 
was not without fome hefitation that he read thefe 
words : 

** To Mirza, who the wifdom of Abbas our mightj 
** £trrd has honoured with dominion, be everlailing 
** health ! When I heard thy purpofe to withdraw the 
^ blellings of thy government from the thoufands of 
•* Tauris, my heart was wounded with the arrow of 
** afili6lion, and my eyes became dim with forrowr 
^ But who ihall fpeak befdre the king, when he is 
•* troubled J and who Ihall bo aft of knowledge, when 
*{^ he is diftreflcd by doubt ? To thee I will relate the 
" events of my youth, which thou haft renewed before 
** me 5 and thofe truths which they taught me, may 
*' the Prophet multiply to thee. 

" Under the inftrudfion of the phyfician Aluzar, I 
** obtained an early knowledge of hii art. To thofe 
** who were fmitten with difeafe, I could adminifter 
** plants, which the fun has impregnated with the fpi-» 
** rit of health. But the fcenes of pain, languor, and 
•* mortality, which were perpetually riiing before me^ 
•* made rac often tremble for myfelf. I faw the grave. 
** open at my feet : 1 determined, therefore, to con- 
template only the regions beyond it, and to defpife 
every acquifition which I covJld not keep. I co«i- 
ccived an opinlaa, that as there was no mtiit \i\i\. m 
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*' voluntary poverty, and filent meditatioDi thofe who 
^ ilefired money were not proper objeds of bounty , ' 
** and that by ail who were proper objeds of bounty, 
** money was defpifed. I therefore buried mine in the 
** earth 3 and renouncing fociety, I wandered into a 
** wild and fequeftered part of the country : my dwel- 
^* ling was a cave by the fide of a hill, I drank the run- 
'^ ning water from the fpring, and eat fuck^its and 
** herbs as I could find. To increafe the auilerity of 
^ my life, I frequently watched all night, fitting at the 
*^ entrance of the cave with my face to the eaft, re- 
** figning myfelf to the fecret influences of the Pro- 
^ phet, and expeding illuminations from above. One 
'^ morning after my no^umal vigil, juil as I perceived 
^ the horizon glow at the approach of the fun, the 
*^ power of fleep became irrefifUble, and I funk under 
** it. I imagined myfelf flill fitting at the entrance of 
** my cell } that the dawn increafed ^ and that as I look- 
** ed eameftly for the firfl beam of day, a dark fpot ap- , 
** peared to intercept it. I perceived that it was in 
** motion ^ it increafed in fize as it drew near, and at 
** length I difcovered it to be an eagle. I dill kept 
^ my eye fixed fledfafUy upon it, and few it alight at 
^ a fmall diftance, where I now defcricd a. fox, whofe 
*^ two fore-legs appeared to be broken. Before this 
'* fox the eagle laid part of a kid, which (he had 
** brought in her talons, and then difitppearedl When 
** I awaked I laid my forehead upon the ground, gffid 
^ bleffed the Prophet for the inftrudion of the mom- 
^ ing. I reviewed my dream, and faid.thus to myfelf: 
** Colrou, thou hafl done well to renounce the tumult, 
'* the bufineis, and the vaaiues of\i{ft\\>u\.\>[tf3iaV%&.^«^ 
^ jT^t only done it in part ; ihou axt fiaSL t.^«rj ^^' 
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'* bofied in the fearcb of food ; thy mind is not wholly 
'' at reft, neither is thy truft in Providence complete. 
^* What art' thou taught by this viiion ? If thou haft 
*^ feen an eagle commiflioned by Heaven to feed a fox 
*^ that is lame, ihall not the hand of Heaven alfa fup- 
*^ ply thee with food ^ when that which prevents thee ' 
*^ from procuring it for thyfelf, is not neceflity, but 
*^ devetion ? I was now fo confident of a miraculous 
^ fupply, that I negledled to walk out for my repaft, 
** which, after, the firft day, I expelled with an impa- 
** tience that left me little power of attending to any 
other obje^ : this impatience, however, I laboured 
to fupprefs, and perfifted in my refolution ; but 
eyes at -length began to fail me, and my knees fin 
each other } I threw myfelf backward, and hoped 
my weaknefs would foon increafe to id^kifibility. 
'j^^ut I was fuddenly rouzed by the voice of an invi- 
**'' fible being, who pronounced thefe words :^* Cofrou, 
I am the angel, who, by the command of the Almigh- 
ty, have regiftered the thoughts of thy heart, which I 
am now commifiloned to reprove. While thoii waft 
attempting to become wife above that which is reveal- 
ed, thy foUy has perverted the inftru£^ion which was 
Vouchfafed thee. Art thou difabled as the Fox ? haft 
thou not rather the powers of the Eagle 2 Ari&, let 
die Eagle be the objeft of thy emulation. To pain 
and. fickueis, be thou again the mefienger of eaic and 
health. Virtue is not reft, but a£Uon. . If thou doft 
good ta man, as an evidence of thy Ipve to God, thy 
▼irtue wiU*fo# exalted from moral to diiane j and that 
happing, which is the pledge of Paradi&i wiU be thy 
r<fivnu!d upon.eaxtlu i .> 

r 
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** At tlxefc words I was not left aftoniflied than if a 
'* mountain had been overturned at my feet j I hum-^ 
**' bled myfelf in the duft ; I returned to the city 5 I du^ 
" up my treafure ; I was liberal, yet I became rich. 
** My ikill in reftoring health to the body,- gave me* 
'^ frequent opportunities of curing the difeafes pi the 
** foul, I put on the facred veftments j I grew * emi-- 
*^ nent beyond iny merit; and it was the pleaface t>f 
the king that I fhould ftand before him. <*'c^Now^^ 
therefore, be not offended j I boiiil of 'ha knowledge 
** that I have not received \ as the fands of the defert' 
^^ drink up the drops of rain, or the deW of the mom-* 
us J fo. do I alfo, who am but duft, imbibe the in« 
flrudions of the Prophet. Believe then that it is he 
^^ who teUs thee, all knowledge is prophane, which 
*^ terminaterin thyfelf ; and by a life wafled in fpecu- 
'^ lation, little even of this can be gained. When the -^ 
^* gates of Paradifc are dirown opep before thee, thy 
** mind (Kail be irradiated in a moment : here thou 
'* canil little more than pile error upon error ; there 
** thou*ihalt build truth upon truth. Wait, therefore, for 
** the glorious vifion ) and in the mean time emulate 
** .the £agle. Much is in thy power : and, therefore^ 
^* much is expeded of thee. Though the Almighty 
*^ only can give virtue, yet, as a prince, thou mayeft 
^^ flimulate thofe to beneficence, who a6t from no high^ 
*' er motive than immediate intereft : thou canil nol- 
" produce the principle, but mayeft enforce the prac- 
** tice. The relief of the poor is equal> whether they^ 
*' receive it from oftentation or charity; and the effect 
^^ of example is the fame, whether it be intended to 
^ oJ>taini tbt £i?our of God or man. Ltt \)Qk^ V\x:tx^ 
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'^ be thiis diffuftd ; and if 'thou believed with rere* 
^ rence, tbou (halt be accepted above. Farewell. 
*' May the fioule of Him who refides in the HeavenPf 
** Heavens, be upon thee ! and againft thy name in the 
'f volume of His will,' may happinefs be written !** 

The king, whofe doubts like thofe of Mirza were 
»ow removed, looked up with a (mile that communi* 
cated the joy of his mind. He diiinified the pryice to 
his gbvemment^ and commanded thefe events to be 
recorded, to the «nd that pofterity may know, ^^ that 
** no life is pleafing to God, but that which is ufeful 
<< to mankind i" 
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Avf^mH mtfutrtu, HoiS« 

Pallas pourM fwect (lumbers on his foul-; 
And balmy dreams, the gift of foft repofe, 
* CalmM all his pains, and bani(h*d all his woes. 

Pop I. 

If every day did not produce fre(h inflances of the in* 

gratitude of mankind, we might, perhaps, be at a lofs , 

fribf- fo liberal and impartial a benefadlor as deep, 

/houJd meet with fb ^w faiftonain 01 ^anegyrifts. 



Writers <ire fo totally abfbrbed by the buiuijfs^ the - 
day, as never to turn their attention to thit-^wer 
whole officious hand fo feafonably fufpends the burden 
of ^e ; and without whofe interpofitloxt; 'inJan would 
not be able to endn^^e the fatigue of labour^ however 
rewarded, or the ftruggle with oppoiition, however 
fuccefsjFiil. ^ 

Night, though ihe divides to many the longeft part 
of life, and to almoft all the moft innocent and 
happy, is yet unthankfully negledled, except by thofe 
who pervert her gifts. 

The aftronomers, indeed, expe^ her with impa- 
tience, and felicitate themfelves upon her arrival j Fon- 
tenelle has not failed to celebrate her praifes ) and to 
chide the fun for hiding from his view the wor^j^s^ 
which he imagines to appear in every conilellation. 
Nor have the poets been always deficient in her praifes : 
Milton has obferved of the Night, that it is '| the 
" pleafant time, the cool, the lilent." 

Thefe men may, indeed, well be expedled to pay par- 
ticular homage to Night j fince they are indebted to 
her, not only for ceffation of pain, but increafe of plea- 
fure ; not only for flumber, but for knowledge. But 
the greater part of her avowed votaries are the fons of 
luxury J who appropriate to feftivity the hours deiign- 
ed for reft j who confider the reign of pleafure as com- 
mencing, when day begins to withdraw her bufy 
multitudes, and ceafes to di.flipate attention by intrufive 
and unwelcome variety 5 who begin to awake to joy, 
when the reft of the world finks into infcnfibility 5 and 
revel in the foft etiiuence of flattering and artificial 
lights, which " more Ihadowy fet ofl:* the face of things." 

Vol. II. B ^\xVs\^. 



Witbout touching upon the fatal confeqaencet o£ a 
cuftom,"wfaich, as Ramazzini obferves, wiUbe for ever 
^ condemned, «nd for erer retained ; it may be obfervcd, 
that however fleep may be put o£F frotn time to time, 
yet the demand is of fo importunate a nature, as not to 
remain long unfaUsfiedrand if, as fome have done, we 
Gonfider it as the tax of life, we cannot but obferve it 
as a tax that muft be paid, unlefs we could ceafe to be 
men ^ for Alexander declared, that nothing convinced 
him that he was not a Divinity, but his not being able 
to live without fleep. 

To live without fleep in our prefent fluduating date, 
however deiirable it might feem to the lady in Clelia, 
can fiirely be the wifti only of the young or the igno- 
rant ^ to every one elfe, a perpetual vigil will appear 
to be a ftate of wretchednefs, fecond only to that of the 
miferable beings, whom Swift has in his travels fo ele- 
gantly defcribed, as '^ fupremely curfed with immortap* 

« lity." 

Sleep is ncccflary to the happy, to prevent fatiety, 
and to endear life by a fliort abfence j and to the mifer- 
able, to relieve them by intervals of quiet. Life is to 
moft, fuch as could not be endured without frequent 
intermiilions of exigence : Homer, therefore, has 
thought it an office worthy of the goddefs of wifdom, 
to lay Ulyffes afleep when landed on Phaeacia. 

It is related of Barreticr, whofc early advances in 
literature fcarce any human mind has equalled, that he 
fpent twelve hours of the four and twenty in fleep ; yet 
this appears, from the bad flate of his health, and the 
fhortnefs of his life, to have been too fmall a refpite for 
a mind fo vigoroufly and intenfely employed : it is to 
be regretted, therefore, that he did not cxercife his 

mindi 



liuBd lebf aobd his body more ^ fince by this means it Is 
highly probable, that though he would not then have 
jiftonifhed with the blaze of a comet, he would yet have 
HkODC with the permanent ra(tiance of a fixed flar« 

Nor fliould it be objedled, that there have been 
niftny men who daily fpent fifteen or fi^cteen hours in 
ftudy : for by fome of whom this is reported, it has 
•ever been done ; others hav^e done it for a (hort time 
only^ and of the tefl it appears, that they employed 
^eir minds in fuch operations as required neither ce- 
lerity nor Arength, in the low drudgery of collating 
copies, comparing authorities, digefting diaionaries, or 
accomulating compilations. 

Men of fludy and imagination are frequently up- 
l>raided by the induitrious and plodding Tons of care, 
with pafling too great a part of their life in a date of 
inadion. But thefe defiers of Sleep feem not to re- 
member, that though it muft be granted them that 
they are crawling about before the break of day^ it can 
&ldom be Uid that they are perfectly awake ^ they ex- 
hauft no fpirits, and require no repairs^ but lie torpid 
as a toad in marble, or at leail are known to live only 
by an inert and (luggifh loco-motive faculty, and may 
be faid, like a wounded ihake, to ^^ drag their flow 
** length along." 

Man has been long known among philofophers, by 
the appellation of the microcofm, or epitome of the 
world : the refemblance between the great and little 
.'w«rld ioiight, by a rational obferver, be detailed to 
- many particulars ^ and to many more by a fanciful fpe- 
cnlatift. I know not in which of thefe two clafles I 
ftiall be ranged for obferving, that as the total quanti- 
ty of light and darknefs allotted iu tVit cou\W ^ ^^ 

B 2 l^'^ 



year to every region of the earth, is the famei thougk 
diftributed at various times and in diflferent portions ^ 
fo, perhaps, to each individual of the human fpecies^ 
nature has ordained the fame quantity of wakefiili^ft 
and deep ^ though divided by fome into a total qnief- 
cence and vigorous exertion of their faculties, and 
blended by others in a kind of twilight of exifle&ce, it 
a (late between dreaming and reafbning, in which the]f 
either think without adion, or a£l without thoughts 

The poets are generally well afleded to Sleep : ab 
men who think with vigour, they require refpite froa 
.thought ^ and gladly refign themfelves to that gentle 
power, who not only beilows reft, but frequently leadli 
them to htcpT^T regions, where patrons are always 
kind, and audiences are always candid, where they arfc 
feafted in the bowers of imagination, and crowned with 
flowers divefted of their pricklesj and laurels of un- 
fading verdure. 

The more refined and penetrating part of mankind; 
who take wide furveys of the wilds of life, who fee 
the innumerable terrors and diftrefles that are perpe- 
tually preying on the heart of man, and difceoi with 
unhappy perfpicuity calamities yet latent in their cao* * 
fes, are glad to clofe their eyes upon the gloomy pro-, 
fpecl, and lofe in a (hort infenfibility, the remembrance 
x>f others miferies and their own. The hero has no 
higher hope, than that, after having routed legioils 
after legions, and added kingdom to kingdom, he (hall 
retire to milder happinefs, and clofe his days in focial 
feftivity. The wit or the fagc can expedl no greater 
Jiappinefs, than that, after having harraffed his reafon In 
deep refearches, and fatigued his fancy in boundlefs 

excurfions 
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ezcurfions, he (hall fink at night in the tranquillity of 
Sleep. 

The poetSy among all thofe that enjoy the blefUngs 
of Sleep, have been leaft afhamed to acknowledge their 
benefadlor. How- much Statius confidered the evils 
of life a$ afliiaged and foftened by the balmofjQumbery 
we may difcover Ipy that pathetic invocation, which 
tie pouxed out in his waking nights ; and that Cowley, 
»nong the otjicr felicities of his darling folitude, did 
not forget to number the privilege of fleeping without 
diftorbance, we may learn from the rank that he alTigns 
aiPMonig the gifts of na;ture to the poppy ^ ^* which is 
** fcattered," fays he, " over the fields of corn, that all 
^ the needs of ^ man may be eafily fatisfied, and thai 

bgcad .andilccp may be found together .^^ 

IR^is uivi/um Cereri benigmt 
Mtpuiat germen^ vehement er err at \ • 
lUg me in parUm reef it Menter 

Fertiiit agri. 
Me^ejrum^ntumquejimul per omnet 
Confulens rnund^ De^fpargit oras ; 
Crefdu^O! dixu^ dm magna fujkn,* 

tdcula viiaem 
Carpe^ mortality piea dona latusy 
Carpe^ necplantas alias require^ 
Sedfotur panisj fatur et foporis^ 

Cceterafperne* 
He wildly errs who thinks I yield 
Precedence in the well-cloathM field,. 

Tho' mixed with wheat I grow ; 
IhdulgOat Ceres knew my "worth, 
And to adorn the teeming earth, 
^ke bade the Poppy blow. 
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Nor vainly gay the fight to pleafe, 
But blefl with power mankind to eafe, 

The Goddefs faw me rife : 
" Thrive with the life-fupporting grain,'* 
She cry'd^ ^* the folace of the fwain, 

** The cordial of his eyes. 
** Seize, happy mortal, feizc the good : 
*' My hand fupplies thy fleep and food, 

** And-makes thee truly bleft : 
** With plenteous meals enjoy the day, 
** In (lambers pafs the night away, 
** And leave to fate the re&.^* C. B. 

^ Sleep, therefore, as the chief of all earthly bleffings, 
is juHly appropriated to ihduflry and temperance 5 the 
refre&ing refl, and the peaceful night, are thevportion 
only of him who lies down weary with honed labour^ 
and free from the fumes of indigefted luxury j it is die 
jufl doom of lazinefs and gluttony, to be inaAive with- 
out eafe, and drowfy without tranquillity. 

Sleep has been often mentioned as the image of 
death j " fo like it,'' fays Sir Thomas Brown, ** that 
** I dare not tfuft it without my prayers :" their re- 
femblance is, indeed, apparent and flriking ; they both^ 
when they feize the body, leave the foul at liberty j 
and wife is he that remembers of both, that they can 
lie fafe and happy only by Virtue* 
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Sohite tantis animum monftrisy 

Sohitej Super i\ re^amin melius * 

Vertite meiHtmt* Sen. 

O ! fave^ye Gods omnipotent and kind. 
From fucli abhorrM chimeras fave the mind [ 
In tijpth^s flrait path no hideous monfters roar y 
To truth^s ftrait path the wandering mind reftore» 

1 WENT a few days ago to vi^t a friend, whofe under" 
ftanding is fo much difordered by an injudicious appli- 
cation to ftudy, that he has been fome time confined in 
a madhoufe. His imagination was always remarkably 
vigorous, and his judgment far from contemptihle : but 
having tefolved to admit no propofition which he could 
not demonflrate to be true, and to proceed in no in- 
quiry till he had perfe^y levelled the path before him j. 
his progrefs was prefently flopped, and his mind con- 
tinued fixed upon problems, which no human abilities 
can folve, till its obje£l became confufed, and he mif- 
took for realities the illufions of fancy.. 

The unequal diilribution of good and «vvl^\\i^^\3£tt.- 
lags cf£ virtue^ and the enjoymeivU ot NVCfc^Xvw^Vati^ 
\uiied stud perplexed his underftandmg ; \i» co\3\^ ^^"^ 

B 4 ^Ico^^ 
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difcover, why a being to Whom all things are pofUblci^ 
(hould leave moral agents expofed to accidental happi- 
nefs and mifery ^ why a child often languifhes under 
difeafes which are derived from a parent, ^d a parent 
fufifers yet keener anguilh by the rebellious ingratitude 
of a child ^ why the tendered affe6tion is often abufed 
by the negled of indifference, or the infults of bruta- 
lity ; and why vice has external advantages put into- 
her powei;^ which virtue is compelled to renounce. 

He coniidered thefe phenomena as blemiihes in the 
moral fydem, and could not (uppr^s romafitic wiihes ta 
fee them removed. Thefe wifhes he now believes to, 
be in fome degree accomplifhed y for. he conceives him« 
ielf tranfported to another planet, peopled with beinga. 
like himfelf, and governed by fuch laws as humaa. 
pride has often diftated to Divine WiTdom for the 'go*, 
vernment of the earth; he fancies too, that he is at«. 
tended by a being of a fuperior order, who has been com* 
manded to take charge of him during his e^curfion ^, 
and he fays the name of this, being is AzaiL But not^ 
withilanding thefe extravagancies, he wiU; fometimet 
reafon with great fubtiity } and perfe6lly colnprehends 
the force of any argument that is brought againft him, , 
though the next moment he- will be wandering in the< 
mazes of phrenzy, or bufied to accomplifh fome trifling 
or ridiculous purpofe. 

When I entered his, room, he was fitting in a con- 
templative pofturc, witji his eyes fixed upon the ground : 
he juft glanced them upon me } but as I perceived that 
his imagination was bufy, I was not willing to interrupt 
It by the intrufion of foreign ideas ; I therefore feated 
myfelf near himy without fpeakiug a Yioid. \ ^xid ^fter 
he had continued in his reverie ne^r a. c^\xw:\.^x qI ^xi. 
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hour, he rofe up^ and feemed by his geflures to take 
leave -of fome invifibk gueft, whom with great cere- 
mony he attended to the. door. When he retutned, he 
addrefled me with his ufual formality : and without ex- 
preffing any curioiity to know how I had followed him 
into a region fo remote and difficult of accefs, he be- 
ga|^ to acquaint me with all that had pafled in his ima- 
gination. 

** Azail," faid he, " has juft promifed, that he will 
** to-morrow remove me from this folitary retirement 
** to the metropolis j where the advantages that arife 
*•■ from' a perfeft coincidence of the natural and the 
'^ nK>ral world, will be more apparent and flriking : 
^* he tells me, that you have been abroad with him this 
**" mornings and have made fome difcovcries which you 
*•" arc to communicate to me. • Come, I know that you 
** find this world very different from that which you 
** left : there, all is confiifion and deformity 5 good and 
*•* evil feem to be diftributed not by delign, but by 
''* chance; and religion is not founded on reafon, but 
** faith : here, all is order, harmony, and beauty : vice 
•*' itfelf is only a deep ftiadow that gives ftrength and 
** elegance to other figures in the moral pidurc : hap- 
^'' pinefs-does, indeed, in fome degree depend upon ex- 
*' ternals ^ but even external advantages are the ap- 
** pendages of virtue : every man fpontaneoufly believes 
** the reftitude which he fees, and rejoices that a blind 
**■ afient to propofitions which contradi^ his experience 
*•' Is not exadled.'^ 

« 

To this addrefs I was at a lofs how to teply ^ but 
feme time was happily allowed me for recolledliou h^ 
my friend, who having now exhau{lcdV\s\de«i%,Vv^x.^^ 
a pipe of tobacco, and refigned himfelf 2Lga\tw vo tsi^^v- 

B 5 *^ ^"^^^ 
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^' tation. In thk interval I determined to accommo- 
date myfelf to his conceptions, and trj what could J>e 
cffeded by decorating fomc arguments with the machit* 
nery of his fancy. 

" If Azail," faid I, « has referred you to me, I wiU 
" readily gratify your curiofity : but for my own parV 
^^ I am more and more difguHed with this place, and I 
" fhall rejoice when I return to our own world. We 
*^ have, I confefsy been abroad this morning) but 
^* though the feather, as you fee, is fine, and the 

country plealant, yet I have great reafon to be difl* 
** fatisfied with my walk. This, as. you have remarked^ 
** is a retired part of the country : my difcoveries^ 
•* therefore with refpefl to the people, have been few-: 
*^ and till to-day, I have feen no objed that has much 
^ excited my curiofity, or could much contribute to 
^ my information : but jufl as we had crofied the third 
^' field &om the houfe, I difcovered a man lying near 
^^ the path, who feemed to be periihing with difeafe 
*' and want; as we approached, he looked up at^us 
" .with an afpedt that cxpreffed the utmoft diftrefs, but 

no expedlation of relief : the filent complaint which 

yet fcarce implied a petition, melted my heart with 
" pity J I ran to him, and gently railing him from the 
^ ground, inquired how I could be. employed to aflift 
^' him : the man gazed at me with ailoniihment ^ and 
•* while he was making an effort to fpeak, Azail fud- 
" denly forced me from him." Supprefs thy pity, (aid 
he, for it is impious : and forbear attempts of relief 
for they are vain : haft thou forgot, that happinefs and 
mifery are here exadly proportioned to virtue and vice.5 
and, therefore, that to alleviate the mifery, or increafe 
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the happinefs, is to dellroy theequipoife of tlie balance, 
and to counterwork the defigns of Heaven ? 

** I felt the force of this reproof 5 and turning my 
" eyes from an obje6b which I could not behold with- 
** out anguifh, I foon difcovered another perfon flanding 
** at fome diftance, and looking towards us : his fea- 
^' tuitfi were fixed in the dead calm of indifference, 
** and exprefled neither pleafure nor pain : I, there- 
'' fore, inquired of Azail, to what moral clafs he be- 
** longed J what were his virtues, pafSons, enjoyments, 
** and expedations/' 

The man, faid Azail, who is the fubjeft of thy in- 
quiry, has not defer ved, and, therefore, does not fuffer 
pofitive pain, either of body or mind : he poiTefles eafe 
and health, and enjoys the temperate gratification of 
his natural appetites 3 this temperance is his virtue, and 
this enjoyment its reward. He is deflitute of whatever 
is diflinguifhed upon earth by the name of Kind. Af- 
fections or Social Virtue : the kind a£fe6lions would 
render his happinefs dependent upon others ^ and the 
exercife of focial virtue prcfuppofes the happinefs of 
others to be dependent upon him. Eveiy individual is. 
here a kind of feparate fyflem : among thefe there can. 
be neither pity nor relief, neither bounty nor gratitude. 
To clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, and to com-^ 
fort the af9i61ed, can be duties to thofe only,^ who are. 
placed where the account of Providence with Vice and 
Viitue is kept open, and the mite of human benevo- 
lence may be accepted for either ^ as the balance is 
defe]:red till hereafter, and wiU at lafl be flated with 
the utmoil precifion and impartiality. If thefe beings 
are intended for a future flate, it is not requifite th^^. 
ihould know it) the Deity would be ^viKA^^, Si x^cifc-^. 

B 6- ^'ONSX^- 
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fliould lofc' exigence and life together. Hope and fear- 
are not neceflary to adjuft the fcale of diflributiire juT- 
tice, or to deter them from obtaining private gratifi"- 
cations at the expence of others : for over the happi- 
nefs of others they have no power : their expectations, . 
therefore, are bounded by the grave 5 and any- calamity 
that would afford a probable proof of their oxiilence 
beyond it, would be regarded as the mod fortunate 
event that could befal them. In that of which others • 
complain, they would rejoice 5 and adore as bounty, 
that which upon earth has been cenfured as injuflice. - 
" When Azail had vouchfafed me this information, I 
" eameflly requefted that I might no longer continue • 
* where my virtues had no objcft, where there was no • 
*• happinefs worthy my complacency, nor any mifcry 
" that I was permitted to relieve.'* 

All this while my friend feemed to liften with grcati 
attention, and I was encouraged to proceed. " I could 
not forbear obferving to Azail," faid I, " as wc re- 
turned, that he had exhibited, in a very flrong light,, 
the great advantages, which are derived from that . 
very conftitution of the natural and moral world, . 
" which, being generally confidered as dcfcdive, fome 
** have concealed with a view to juftify Providence, . 
** and others have difplaycd as an argument that all 
" things were produced by chance."—" But, Sir,"^ 
faid my friend, haftily interrupting me, " it is not 
" m«rely the unequal diftribution, but the exigence of 
** evil, that the Stoics denied and the Epicureans ad- 
•* mitted,, for the purpofes which you fuppofe 5 and I 
" candifcover, without theafliftance of Azail, that if 
**• moral evil had been excluded, the focial affections 
" would hsLve been exjercifed oiAy m l3at ^^ixkiv^^tioa 
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** of ha^piuefs *y pity would have been well excbanged 
<* for complacency^ and the alleviation of evil for the 
'^ mutual communication of good.'^ I now conceived 
hopes that I had engaged him in a train of thought, 
"which would by degrees lead him out of all his diffi* 
culties ; I applauded myfelf upon the fuccefs of my 
proje6^, and believed I had nothing to do, but to ob- 
viate the objection he had flarted, and to recapitulate 
my other arguments, of which he had tacitly acknow- 
ledged the force. " My dear friend, " faid I, " you 
^^ talk of the exclufion of moral evil 5 but does not the 
" exclufion of moral evil from a fociety of human 
** beings placed in a ftate of probation, appear to be as 
" impoflible as to give a circle the properties of a 
** fquare ? and could man, fuppofmg him to have con- 
" tinued impeccable, have lived upon earth, in perpe-» 
'* tual fecurity from pain ? would he not have been 
*' flill liable to be cruftied by a fall, or wounded by a 
" blow ? and is it not eafy to fhew that thefe evils, 
** which unavoidably beoome probable the moment 
** out world and its firft inhabitants were produced, arc 
'* apparently over-ruled by the Wife Creator, and that 
from thefe he is perpetually educing good ? 

The fame aft by which man forfeited his orl- 
*^ ginal immortality, produced eventually a proof, 
4 ** that it (hould be reftored in a future ftat« 5 with fuch 
** circumftances, as more forcibly reftrdned vice by 
" fear, and encouraged virtue by hope. Man, there- 
" fore, was urged by ftronger motives to rcftitude of 
*1 life, and a further deviation to ill became more dif- 
** ficult than the firil 5 a new field was opened for the 
** exercife of that virtue, which exercife only can im- 
" prove. When diftrefs came among us, the relief of 
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** diflrefs was exalted into piety :*' What ye did to 
the fick, and the prifoner, fays the Author of our reli- 
gion, ye did to me. "But the fufferings of virtue do 
'' not only exercife virtue in others ^ they are an ear- 
^^ neil of everiaJding felicity : and hope,, without any 
^* temporary enjoyment, is more worth than all 
** temporary enjoyments without hope. The prefent 
** fyHem is, indeed, evidently in a Hate of progreflion 5 
" in this view, it will appear to be a work worthy of 
^' infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs ^ for no one can com- 
** plain that an ear of corn rots in the ground, who 
** knows that it cannot otherwife fpring up, and pro- 
*^ duce firll the blade, then the ear, and afterwards aa 
'* increafe, by which alone it becomes ufefuL" 

I now paufed in expedlation of his reply, with the 
utmoft confidence of fuccefs j but while I was in fancy 
congratulating him on the recovery of his underiland- 
ing, and receiving the thanks of his friends, to the ut- 

t' m 

ter confufion of my hope, he burfl into a violent fit of 
laughter. At firfl I was not lefs afloniflied than dif- 
appointed ^ but I foon difcovered, that while I was la^ 
bouring at my argument, which vfiolly engioffed my 
attention, he had found means mifchievoufly to (Ixake 
the lighted tobacco from his pipe into my coat pocket, 
which having fet fire to my handkerchief, was now 
finding its way through the lining. 

This was fo learned, rational, and ingenious a confu- 
tation of all I had faid, that I could not but retraftmy 
error : and as a friend to truth and free inquiry, I re- 
commend the fame method of reply to thofe ingenious 
gentlemen, who have difcovered that ridicule is the 
ted of truth J and I am confident, that if they manage 
» Tfy't/i dexterity^ it will always enable them perfectly 
tcf difconcert an anta^ooiil who triump^is \n\\it ^leivgOft. 
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of his argument, aiid would otherWife bring contempt 
npon thofc who teach Providence to govern the world- 
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?; mutahile peBut 
T»fi tibi^ conjiliis^ non curribus, utere noftris^. 
Dumpotes^ etfolidis etlamnum fedibus adjlas \ 
Dumque male optatos nondum premis infcius axes, 

OvtD- 

— — Th' attempt forfakcj 
And not my chariot but my counfel take ; 
While yet fecurely on the earth you ft^nd ; 
Nor touch tlie horfes with too raili a hand. 

Addison* 

To the -.\j) VENTURER.. 

Sir, Fleet, March 24. 

I NOW fend you the fequcl of my ftory j which had not 
been fo long delayed, if I could have brought myfelf 
to imagine, that any real impatience was felt for the 
fate of Mifargyrus ; who has travelled no unbeaten 
track to mifery, and confcquently can prefent the rea- 
der only with fuch incidents as occur in daily life. 

You have fecn me, Sir, in the zenith of my glory 5 
Dot difpenfmg the kindly waimtVi oi ?ltv. ^-Owivtvcv^ 
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♦. » 
f^n, but, like another Phseton, fcorcliing and blading 

every thing round me. I (hall proceed^ therefore, to 

£iu{h my career, and pafs as rapidly as poflible through 

the remaining vtciflitudes of my life. 

When I firft began to be in want of money, I mede 
no doubt of an immediate fupply. The newfpapcrs 
were perpetually oflFering diredlions to men, who feemed 
to have no other bufinefs than to gather heaps of gold 
for thofe who place their fupreme felicity in fcattering 
it. I poflcd away, therefore, to one of thefe adver- 
tifers, who by his propofals feemed to deal in thoufands ; 
and was not a little chagrined to find, that this general 
benefa£tor would have nothing to do with any larger 
fum than thirty pounds, nor would venture that with- 
out a joint note from myfelf and a reputable houfe- 
keeper, or for a longer time than three months. 

It was not yet fo bad with me, as that I needed to 
folicit furety for thirty pounds : yet partly from the 
greedinefs that extravagance always produces, and 
partly from a defire of feeing the humour of a petty 
ufurer, a char-after of which I had hithexto lived in 
ignorance, I condefcended to lifien to his terms. He 
proceeded to inform me of my great fv-licity in not 
falling into the hands of an eittortloner j and affured 
' jne, that 1 (hould find him extremely modeiate in his 
demands : he was not, indeed, certain, that he could 
furnilh me with the whole fum, for people were at this 
particular time extremely prefling and importunate for 
money ^ yet as I had the appearance of a gentleman, 
he would'try what he could do, and give me his anfwer 
in three days. 
A.t the expiration o£ the time, I called upon him 
^^aln^ and was again informed oi the gie^iX d^twaxv^ 

lot 
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for monej, and that ^' mone^ wss mone^ now ;** he 
then advifed me to be. pun6iual in my payment, as that 
might induce him to befriend me hereafter j and deli- 
vered me t])e money, dedadbing at the rate of five and 
thirty per cqat.. tvith another panegyric upoa his own 
moderation.. 

I will not tire you with the various pradices of ufu- 
zlous oppr^don ^ but ^nnot omit my tranfadtion with 
Squeeze on Tower-hill, who finding me a young man 
of oonfiderable expedtations, employed an agent to per- 
faade me to borrow five hundred pounds, to btf refunded 
by an annual payment of twenty per centl during the- 
j6int lives of his daughter Nancy Squeeze and myfelf.. 
The negociator came prepared to inforce his propofal- 
with all his art ; but finding that I caught his ofiec 
with the eagemels of necefiity, he grew cold and Ian-* 
guid : . '* he had mentioned it out of kindnefs } he would 
•* try to ferve me : Mr. Squeeze was an honeft man^., 
•* but extremely cautious.'? In three days he came ta 
tell me, that his endeavours had been ineffedlualy Mr» 
Squeeze having no good opinion of my life : but that 
there was one expedient remaining ^.Mi^«.Squeeze~ 
could influence her huA)andy and her good-will might 
be gained by a compliment. I waited that afternoo» 
on Mrs. Squeeze, and poured out before her the flat- 
teries which ufually gain accefs to rank smd beauty : £ 
did not then know, that there are places in which the 
only compliment is a bribe. Having yet credit with 9^ 
jeweller, I afterwards procured a ring of thirty guineas, 
which I humbly prefented, and was foon admitted to »> 
treaty with Mr. Squeeze. He appeared peevifh andi'* 
backward, and my old. friend. iiv^ft^ttdkXGL<&> ^'ax\A 
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would never ^lakc a 4ij bargain : I, therefore, invited 
him to a tavern, ^ne times. we met on the affairs } 
nine times I paid four pounds for the fupper and cla-> 
ret } and nine guineas I gave, the agent for good offices.. 
I then obtained the money, . paying ten per cent, ad- 
vance J and at the, tenth meeting gave another fupper, 
and difburfed fifteen pounds for the writings.. 

Others, who Ailed themfelves J^rokers, would only 
trufl their money upon goods : that I might, there* 
fore, try every art of expenfive folly^ I took a houfe 
and fumiihed it, I amufed myfelf with defpoiling m^r 
moveables of their glolTy appearance, for feax of alarm* 
ing the lender with fufpicions y and in this I fucceeded 
to well, that' he favoured me with one hundred and 
fixty pounds upon that which was rated at feven.<llttfi^ 
dred. I then found that I was to maintain a. guardian^ 
about me, to prevent the goods from being broken or 
removed. This was, indeed, an. unexpe^ed tax ^ but 
it was too late, to recede ^ and I comforted myfelf, that' 
I might prevent a creditor, of whom I had fome ap- 

]»rehenfions^4B^^^^°^» ^Y having a prior executiouL 
adways in the houfe» 

' By fuch means I had fo embarraffed myfelf, that mj 
whole attention was engaged in contriving excufes,. 
and raifing fmall fum&to qxiietfuch as words would na 
longer mollify. It cofl me eighty pounds in prefents 
to Mr» Leech the attorney,, for his forbearance of one 
liundred, which he iblicited me to. take when I had na 
need. I was perpetually harrafled, with im.portuaate 
demands, and infulted by wretches, who a few months 
before would not have dared to raife their eyes from 
tAe duU before me. I lived in continual terror, fright* 
^ by every noife at the door, and lertAed ?lX. xX\t ^^- 



No. XL I. THE ADVENTtTRER. 43^ 

proach of every ftep quicker than common, rritft^" 
retired to reft, without feeling the juilnefs of the Sp^ir 
nifh verb, " Let him who flecps too much, borrow ^c' 
• pillow of a debtor 5" my folicitudc and vt^^idii 
kept me long waking ^ and when I had clofed tny- 
eyes, I was purfued or infulted by vifionary bailiffs. 

When I refleded upon the meannefs of the (hifts I 
had reduced myfelf to, I could not but curie the folly 
and extravagance that had overwhelmed me in a fea of 
troubles, from which it was highly improbable that I 
fhould ever emerge. I had fome time lived in hopes 
of an eftate, at the death of my uncle ^ but he difap- 
pointed me by marrying his houfekeeper ; and, catch- 
.^.ingan opportunity foon/ after of quarrelling with me 
foriSttling twenty pounds a year upon a girl whom 
I had reduced, told me that he would take care to pre- 
vent his fortune from being fquandered upon pro£d- 
tutes. 

Nothing now remained, but the chance of extricating 
myfelf by marriage 5 a fcheme whic h^ I flat terred my- 
felf, nothing but my prefent diftrefs woflKhave made 
me think on with patience. I determined, therefore 
to look out for a tender novice, with a large fortune at 
her own difpofal ^ and accordingly fixed my eyes upon 
Mifs Biddy Simper. I had now paid her fix or feven 
vifits 5 and fo fully convinced her of my being a gen- 
tleman and a rake, that I made no doubt that both her 
perfon and fortune would be foon mine. 

At this critical time, Mifs Gripe called upon me, in 
a chariot bought with my money, and loaded with 
trinkets that I had in my day^ of affluence lavifiied on 
her, Thofe days were now over \ ^xA ^^t^ '^'a&\>X.- 
He hope tbsit they would ever tetuxtu ^^WS' ^"^^ "^^"^ 
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able to withfUnd the temptation of ten pounds tliat 
Talon the bailiff offered her, but brought him into my 
apartment difguif^d in a livery y and taking my fword 
to the window, under pretence of Admiring the work*' 
manfhipy beckoned him to feiz.e me. 

Delay would have been expeniive without ufe, as- 
the debt was too condderable for payment of bail : I^ 
therefbroi fiiffered myfelf to be immediately condu&e<E 
to jail. 

Vefiibulum ante ipfum primifque infoucibut Orci^ 
Luff us is* ultrices pofuirt cubiiia cur a : 
tallentefque babitam morbi^ Urifiifque feneBuf^ 
£t nutusyjtt maUJuada fameiy H turpis egefias. 

Juft in the gate and in the jaws of hellp 
Revengeful cares, and fuUen forrows dwell y 
And pale4iieafes, and- repining age ^ 
Want, fear, and fEunine^s unreMed rage. - 

DRTnsir*- 
Confinement' of any kind \» dreadful ^ a prifon £k 
Ibmetimes able to (hock thoie, who endure it in a good- 
caufe : let your imaginatinn, therefore, acquaint you^ 
with what I have not words to exprefs, and conceive, 
if pof&ble, the horrors of imprifonment attended with 
seproach and ignominy, of involuntary aflbciation with 
the refufe of mankind, with wretches who were before 
too abandoned for fociety, but being. now- freed from 
ihame or fefur,are hourly improving their vicessby con* 
ferting with each other. 
There are, Aowever, a few, w"hom "\iVLe xa-^felC Itel- 
M'^iiviment has rather mortified iha^Wdciut^v V\\Xx 
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thcfc only 1 conxrerfe 5 add of thcfe you may pcrhapi 
hereafter receive Xome account from 

T Your humble fcrvant, 



MISARGYRUS- 
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4N0. XLII. Saturday, March 31. 1753. 



'■ Sua cuique Deusjii dira Cupiio. Virg. 

Our lufls are Gods, and what they will is fate. 

1 HAD the misfortune, fome time ago. to be in compa* 
ny where a gentleman, who has the honour to be a 
Principal fpeaker at a difputing fociety of the firfl clafsy 
•was expelled. Till this perfon came in, and converfa- 
tion was carried on with the chjeerful eafy negligence 
of feniible good-humour : but we ioon difcovered, that 
his difcourfe was a perpetual effort to betray the com- 
pany into, attempts to prove felf-evident propoiitions ^ 
a pradUcQ^ which he feems to have followed the ex- 
ample of that deep philofopher, who denied motion, 
^* becaufe," as he iaid.. " a body muft move either 
-** where it is, or where it is not \ and both fuppofi- 
** tions are equally abfurd." 

His attempt) however, was totally unfuccefsful \ till 
.at laft he affirmed, that a man had no more power over 



JmowBk afUont, tfam a clock ^ aad that the motions of 
the human machine were determined by irrefiilable 
propeniitiesy as a clock is kept going by a weight. 
This propofition was anfwered with a loud laugh ^ every 
one treated it as an abfurdity which it was impoflible 
to believe ^ and to expofe him to the ridicule of the 
company, he was defired' to prove what he had ad- 
vanced, as a fit punifhment of his deiign to engage 
others to prove the contrary, which, though for a difi 
ferent reafon, was yet equally ridiculous. After a 
long harangue, in which he retailed all the fophiflry 
that he remembered, and much more than he under- 
flood, he had the mortification to find, that he. had 
made no profelyte,, nor was yet become of fufficient 
confequence to provoke aQ antagonifL 

I fate filent ^ and as I was indulging my fpecula- 
tions on the fcene which chance had exhibited before 
me^ I recollected feveral incidents which convince 
me, that moft of the perfons who were prefent had 
lately profe£ed the opinion which they now oppofed; 
and adled upon that very principle which they derided 
as abfurd, and appeared to deteil as impious. 

The company confided of Mr. Traffic, a wealthy 
merchant} Mn Courtly, a commiilioner of a public of- 
fice 'y Mr. Gay, a gentleman in whole converfation 
there is a higher flrain of pleafantry and humour, th»i 
in any other perfon of my acquaintance j ana Myttilla, 
the wife of our friend, at whofe houfe we were afiem- 
bled to dine, and who, during this interval, was enga- 
ged by fome unexpected bufinefs in another room. 

Thofe incidents which I then recoUedted, i will now 
relate : noPcan any of the perfons whom I have thus 
ventured to name, be JufUy offended ^ becaufe that 

which 



which is declared not to be the efied bf chcuce, cast* 
not be cdniidered as the obje6i of cenfure/ 

With Mr. TrafRc I had contraded an intimacy in our 
younger days, which, notwithflandiffg the difparity of 
ourfbrtime, has. continued till now. We had both been 
long acquainted with a gentleman, who, though his ex- 
tenlive trade had contributed to enrich his country, 
was himfqlf by fudden and inevitable lofles become 
poor : his credit, however, was fliil good ^ and by the 
rifk of a certain fum, it was ilill pofhble to retrieve his 
fortune. With this gentleman we had fpent many a 
focial hour y we .had habitually drank his health when 
Jie was abfent, and always exprefled our fentiments of 
his merit in the highefl terms. In this exigency, 
therefore, he applied to me, and communicated the fe- 
cret of his diftrefs ^ a fecret, which is always concealed 
by a generous mind till it is extorted by torture that 
can no longer be borne : he knew my circumflances too 
well, to expe£k the fum that he wanted frommypurfe ^ 
but he requefted that I would, to fave him from the 
pain and confulion offuch a converfation, communicate 
his requeft, and a true ilate of his affairs, to Mr. Traf- 
fic : " for," fays he, " though I could raife double the 
'* fum upon my own perfonal fecurity 5 yet I would 
^^ no more borrow of a man without acquainting him 
** at what rifk he lends, than I would iblicit the infu- 
^* ranee of a (hip at a common premium, when I knew, 
*' by private intelligence, that (he could fwim no longer 
** than every pump was at work." 

I undertook this bufinefs with the utmofl confidence 
of fuccels. Mr. Traffic heard the account of our 
friend's misfortunes with great appearance of concern ; 
** be warmly commended his integrity, and lamented 

** the 



** the precarious fitoation of a trader, Tfliom economy 
*^ and diligence cannot fecure firom calamities, which 
** are brought upon others only by profufion and riot ; 
*^ but as to the mon^y, he faid, that I could not expe^ 
*' him to venture it without fecurity : that my friend 
** himfelf could not wonder that his requeft was re* 
"** fttiedi a requeft with which, iadeed, (aid he, i 
** cannot poflibly comply." Whatever may be 
thought of the free agency of myfelf and my friend, 
which Mr. Traffic had made no fcruple to deny in a 
very interefting particular ^ I believe «very one will 
readily admit, that Mr« Traffic was neither free in 
fjpeculation nor fa£i: for he can be .little better than a 
machine adruated by avarice, who had not power to fave 
-one thoufand pounds from two hundred times the fum, 
to prevent the immediate ruin of a man, in whofe be- 
half he had been fo often liberal of praiie, with whom 
his focial enjoyments had been fo long connected, and 
fcr whofe misfortunes he was fenfibly touched* 

Soon after this difappointmeirt, my unhappy friend 
became a bankrupt, and applied to me once more, to 
folicit Mr. Courtly for a place in his office. By Mr. 
Courtly I was jeceived with great friendfhip } he was 
much affe6l:ed with the diftrefies of my friend j he gfe- 
neroufly gave me a bank note, which he requefted me to 
«pply to his immediate relief in fuch a manner-as would 
leaft wound his delicacy ^ and promifed that the firfl 
vacancy he (hould be provided for : but when the va- 
cancy liappened, of which I had the earlieft intelligence, 
he told me with evident compunction and diilrefs, 
^* that he could not poffibly fulfil his promife, for that a 
** very great man had recommended one of his domef- 
** tics, whofe folicitation for that reafon it was not in 

♦* his 
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" his power to refiife." This gentleman, therefore, 
had. alfo profefled himfelf a machine^ and indeed he 
appears to have been no lefs the inftrument of ambition, 
than Mr. Traffic of avarice. 

Mr. Gay, the wit, befides that he has very much the 
airof a free agent, is a man of deep penetration, great 
delicacy, and ibrong companion : but in dire£l oppofition 
to all thefe great and good qualities, he is continually 
entangled in difficulties, and precipitated not only into 
indecency and unkindnefs, but impiety, by his love of 
ridicule. I remembered, that I had lately expoflulated 
with him about this ftrange perverfion of his abilities, 
in thefe terms, ^ Dear Charles, it amazes me that you 
^ (hould rather affed the charader of a merry fellow, 
** than a wife man ^ that .you (hould mortify a friend, 
** whom you not only love but efteemj wantonly 
*' mangle a charader which yon reverence, betray a 
'* fecret, violate truth, and fport with the do6lrines shd 
*' the pradbice of a religion, which you believe, mere- 
** ly for the pleafure of being laughed at.'* I remem- 
ber too, that when he had heard me out, he (hrugged 
up his (houlders, and, greatly extending the longitudi- 
nal dimenfions of his countenance, '^ All this,'* faid he, 
** is very true 5 but if I was to be hanged I could not 
" help it." Here was another declaration in favour of 
fatality. Poor Gay profeffes himfelf a flave rather to 
vanity than to vice, and patiently fubmits himfelf to 
the moft ridiculous drudgery without one flruggle for 
freedoni. 

Of the lady I am unwilling to fpeak with equal 
plainnefs ^ but I hope Myrtilla will allow me to plead 
an irrcfiflible impulfe, when (he refledls, that I have 
beard her lament that flie is herfelf urged b^ wi VtxtSL^- 
Vol.il C ^^^ 
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tible impulfe to play, I remembered, that I hsld^at 
the reqiieft of my friend, taken an opportunity when 
Vre Were alone, indireO^ly to reprefent the pernicious 
cOhfcquences of indulging fo prepofterousiin inclination* 
She perceived my dcfign j and immediately aetufed 
Jierfclf, with an honeil fenfibility that burft into tears j 
but at the fame time told me, *' that flie was no more 
•* able to refrain fyom cards than to fly :" and a few 
nights afterwards, I obferved her chairmen waiting a^ 
the door of a great lady, who feldom fees company but 
on a Sunday, and then has always the happinefs of en- 
gaging a brilliant affembly at caAls. 

After I had recolle£l«d thefe incidents, I k>oked 
»tvith lefs contempt upon our neceflitarian 5 and to coa- 
■fefs a truth, with lefs efteem upon his prefent oppo- 
nents. I took for granted, that this gentleman's opi- 
nion proceeded from a confcioufnefs, that he was him- 
felf the flave of fome or all of thefe vices and follies j 
and that he was prompted by fomcthing like benevo- 
lence, to communicate to others a difoovery, by which 
alone he had been able to quiet his own mind, and tp 
regard himfelf rather as an obje£l of pity than cour 
tempt. And indeed no man without great incongruity, 
.can afRrm that he has powers which he does not exert, 
when to exert them is evidently his higheft intereft 5 
jior (hould he be permitted to arrogate the dignity of a 
free agent, who has once profeffed himfelf to be the 
.mere inftrument of nccefTity. 

While I was making thefe reflexions, the hufband 

of Myrtilla came in y and to atone for any diflionour, 

which cuflom or prejudice may fuppofe to be refle^led 

fipon him by the unhappy fatality of his wife, I fliall 

xcfer to him zs an incontefliblc proof, that though there 
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are fome who have foM themfelves to do eyil« and be- 
come the bondmen of iniquity, yet there are others who 
prefenre the birthright of beings that are placed but a 
little lower than the angels ^ and who may without re- 
proach deny the doctrine of neceffity, by which they 
are degraded to an equality with Iwutes that perifh. I 
acknowledge, indeed, that my friend has motives from 
Trhich he afts', but his motives^ receive their force from 
reafon illuminated by revelation, and confcience invi- 
gorated by hope, I acfchowledgc too, that he is under 
iubjeftion to a matter ; but let it be remembered^ that 
it is to him only, " whofc fcrvice is perfed freedom.'* 



mti 
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Mohllliate vigei ■■■ Virg. 

Its life is motion* 

To the Advcnlurcn 
SIR, March 12, 1755. 

The adulteration of the topper-coin, as it is highly 
pernicious to trade in general, fo it more immediately 
»ffe6ls the itinerate branches of it. Among thefe, at 
prefent, are to be found the only circulators of i.afi I 
metal ^ and, perhaps, the only dealers, who are obliged 
to take in payment fuch counterfeits, as will find a cur- ^ 
rency no vrhere elfc : and yet they arc not allowed to .jj 

C i raifc; j 
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raife the price of their commodities, though they are 
abridged of fo confiderable a portion of their profits. 

A Tyburn execution, a duel, a mod terrible fire, or 
a horrid, barbarous, bloody, cruel and inhuman mur- 
der, was wont to bring in vaft revenues to the lower 
clafs of pamphleteers, who get their livelihood by 
vending thefe diurnal records publickly in the ftreets : 
but fince halfjpence have been valued at no more than 
five pence the pound weight, thefe occafional pieces 
will hardly anfwer the expences of printing and paper ; 
and the fervant-maid, who ufed to indulge her tafte for 
polite literature, by purchafing fifty new playhoufe 
fongs, or a wholie poetical fheet of the Yorkfhire gar- 
land or Glouceflerfhire tragedy, for a halfpenny, can 
now fcarcely procure more than one fingle flip of ^* I 
" love fue, or the lover's complaint." 

It is alfo obfervable, that the park no longer echoes 
with the fhrill cry of '* Tooth-picks ! Take you fix, 
*^ your honour, for a halfpenny," as it did when half- 
pence were halfpence worth. The vender contents her- 
felf with filently prefenting her little portable (hop ^ 
and guards againfl the rapacity of the buyer,. by exhi- 
biting a very fmall parcel of her wares. 

But the greateft fufferers are undoubtedly the nume- 
rous fraternity of beggars j for, as things are circum- 
(lanced, it would be almofl as profitable to work as to 
beg, were it not that many more are now induced to 
deal out their charity in what is of no other ufe to 
themfelves, in the hope of receiving fcvcn-fold in re- 
turn. Indeed, fince the ufual donation has been fo 
much leflened in its value, the beggars have been ob- 
ferved to be more vociferous and importunate. One of 
thefe orators, who takes his ftand at Spring-gardens, 

now 
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now enforces his piteous complaint, with ** Good 
** Chriflians, one good halfpenny to the done blind 1^* 
and another, who tells you he has lofl the ufe of his 
precious limbs, addrefles your compaflion by (hewing a 
bad halfpenny, and declaring that he is ready to perifh 
with hunger, having tried it in vain at twenty-three 
places to buy a bit of bread. . Farthings, we are told, 
were formerly called in by the beggars, as they threa- 
tened the ruin of their community. I fhould not won- 
der, therefore, if this public-fpirited people were alfo 
to put a flop to the circulation of bad halfpence, by 
melting them d«wn from time to time as they come in- 
to their hands. The experiment is worth making ^ and 
I am aflured, that, for fome end or other, orders will be 
ifliied out from the king of the beggars, to bring all 
their adulterated copper to their mint in the Borough, 
or their foundery in Moorfields. 
- I was led to the confideration of this fubje£^ by fome 
halfpence I had jufl received in change : among which 
one in particular attra^led my regard, that feemed once 
to have borne the profile of King William, now fcarce- 
ly vifible, as it was very much battered, and befides 
other marks of ill ufage had a hole through the middle. 
As it happened to be the evening of a day of fome fa- 
tigue, my refle£iions did not much interrupt my pro- 
penfity to fleep, and I infeniibly fell into a kind of half- 
dumber \ when to imagination the hal^enny which then 
lay before me upon the table, ereded itfelf upon its 
rim, and from the royal lips damped on its fur&ce ar- 
ticulately uttered the following narration : 

Sir ! I (hall not pretend to conceal from you the 
illegitimacy of my birth, or the bafenefs of my ex- 
'' traAion > and though 1 feem to beat x\x^ N^\:iRx*d^^ 

C 3 ^^ Taa.^' 
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** marks of old age, I received my being at Birming- 
*' ham not fix months ago. From thence I was tranf- 
" ported, with many of roy brethren of different dates^ 
** characters, and configurations, to a Jew-pedlar ia 
** Duke's-place, who paid for us Ui fpecie fcarce a fifth 
" part of our nominal and extrinfic value. We were 
*' foon after feparately d;fpoid of, at a more moderate^ 
" profit, to cpffee-houfes, chop-houfes, chaddler-fhops. 
" and gin-fliops. 

" I had not been long in the world, before an inge- 
*' nious tranfmuter of metals laid violent hands on me ; 
'' aod obferviug my thin (hape and flat*fuffiace, by the- 
*' help of a little quickfilver, exalted me ixito % fhilling*. 
** Vfe, however, foon degraded me again to my nativC:^ 
^^ low Aation ^ and I unfortunately fell into the poSeC- 
'^ fion of an urchin JAift breeched, who received me as. 
" a Chriftmas-box of his god-mother. 

**A love of money is rldiculoufly inlUned into? 
** children fo early, that before they can poffibly com<^ 
** prehend the ufe of it, they confider it as of great VA« 
• " lue : I loft, therefore, the very effence of my beings, 
** in the cuftody of this hopeful difciple of avarice ani 
" folly 'y and was kept only- to be looked at and admi* 
" red : but a bigger boy after a while fnatched me from, 
*' him, and releafed me from my confinement. 

" I now underwent various h^rdfhips among his play-. 
^ leliows, and was kicked about, luiflled, toffed up^ 
** and chucked into holes j which very much battered 
"and impaired me : but I fuffered molt by the pegging 
" of tops, the marks of which I have borne about mc 
** to tliis day. I was in this ftate the unwitting caufe 
** of rapacity, fl:rife, envy, rancour, malice and revenge, 
^ among, the little apes of mankind 3 and bccamt; th C: 

" ch\ea. 
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^ objc6^ and the nurfe of thofe pafHons which difgracc 
^' human nature, while I appeared only to engage chiU 
*^ dren in innocent paftimes. At length, I was difmif- 
*' fed from their fervice, by a thrbw with a barrow- wo- 
« man for an orange. 

*' From her it is natural to conclude, I pofted to the 
" gin-fliop 5 where, indeed, it is probable I Ihould have 
*' immediately gonej if her hufband* a fbot-foldier had 
** not wreftcd me from her, at the expence of a bloody 
** nofe, black eye, fcratched face, and torn regimen- 
**. tals. By him I was carried to the Mall in St. 
** James's Park j where— I am afhamed to tell how I 
** parted from him— Let it fuffice that I was foon af- 
** ter fafely depoHted in a night-cellar. 

'* From hence, I got into the coat-pocket of a blood, 
'^ and remained there with feveral of my brethren for 
** £bme days unnoticed. But one evening, as he was 
** reeling home from the tavern, he jerked a whole 
" handful of us th»bugh a fafh-window into the dining- 
** room of a tradefman, who he remembered had been 
^ ib unmannerly to him the day before, as to deiire 
**" payment of his bill. We^ repofed in foft eafe on a 
** fine Turkey carpet till the next morning, when the 
** maid fwept us up y and fome of us were allotted to 
**' purchafe tea, fome to buy fnuff, and I myfclf v/as im- 
'' mediately trucked away at the door for the Sweet- 
" heart's Delight, 

" It is not my defign to enumerate every little ac- 
** cident that has befallen me, or to dwell upon trivial 
f* and indiflFercnt circumftances, as is the pra6lice of 
" thofe important egotifts, who write narratives, me- 
" moirs, and travels. As ufelefs to the community as 
** my fingle felf may appear to be, I have been the in- 
« C 4, " fljument 
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*' ilnunent of much good and evil in the intercourfe of 
*^ mankind: I have contribnted no fmall fum to the 
** revenues of the crown, by my (hare in each ncws-pa- 
** per) and in the confumption of tobacco, fpirituous 
^' liquors, and other taxable commodities. If I have 
'* encouraged debauchery, or fupported extravagance y 
*^ I have alfo rewarded the labours of induftry, and re- 
*^ lieved the neeeflities of indigence. • The poor ac- 
.*' knowledge me as their conflant friend : and the rich, 
** though they affed to flight me, and treat me with 
*^ contempt, are often reduced by their follies to di- 
" flrefTes which it is even in my power to relieve. 

** The prefent exa£l fcrutiny into our conftitution 
** has, indeed, very much obflrudled and embarraffed 
*' my travels j though I could not but rejoice in my 
** condition laft Tuefday, as I was debarred having any 
*^ fhare in maiming, bruifing and deflroying the inno- 
f* cent vidtims of vulgar barbarity : I was happy in 
"^being confined to the mock-encounters with feathers 
** >and Huffed leather) a childifli fport, rightly calcu- 
** lated to initiate tender minds in arts of cruelty, and 
.^ prepare them for the exercife of inhumanity on 
**. helplefs animals ! 

** I fhall conclude, Sir, with informing you by what 
** means I came to you in the condition you fee. A 
** choice fpirit, a member of the Kill-Care Club, broke 
** a link-boy's pate with me laft night, as a reward for 
" lighting him acrofs the kennel. The lad wafted half 
*' his tar-flambeau in looking forme: but I efcaped his 
*^ fearch, being lodged fhugly againft a pofl. This 
^' morning a parifh girl picked me up, and carried me 
♦* with raptures to the next baker's fhop to purchafe a 
** roll. The mafler, who was church- wardeq, exa.min- 
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^^ ed me with great attention, and then gruffly threa- 
'' tening her with Bridewell for putting off bad mo* 
^* ney, knocked a rail through my middle, and faflened 
*' me to the counter : but the moment the poor hun- 
'^ gry child was gone^ he whipt me up again, and 
*' fending me away with others in change to the next 
'^ cuflomer, ga^ me this opportunity of relating my 
** adventures to you/' 

When I awaked, I found myfelf fo miich invigorated 
by my nap, that I immediately wrote down the ftrange 
flory which I had jufl heard ^ and as it is not totally 
deftitute of ufe and entertainment, I have fent it to 
you, that by means of your paper it may be commu- 
nicated to the public. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble fervant, 
TIM. TURNPENNY. 

Cs No. 
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Arcanum neque tu fcrutaheris uilms unquam 3 . 
Commijfumque teges^ ei vino tortus^ et ird, Hos^- 

Strive not 

Your patron's bofom to explore 5 • 
And let not wine or anger wreft 
Th' intruded, fecret from your breait. 

Fkancii« 

1- OWE the following paper t& an unknown correfpofi" 
dent, who fent it to Mr. Payne a few days ago, direc- 
ted to the Adventurer. As I have no obje£lion to 
the general principles upon which it is written, I have 
taken the iirft opportunity to communicate it to the 
public : the fubjeft is unquellionably of great impor- 
tance ) aud as I think it is far from being exhaufled, it 
may pofTibly produce another lucubration. 

Amongft all the beauties and excellencies of the an- 
cdent writers, of which I profefs myfelf an admirer, 
there are none which llrike me with more veneration, 
than the precepts they have delivered to us for oui 
, oondu6l in fbciety. . The fables of the poets, and tbc 
narrations of^the hiftorians, ama^e and delight us widi 
their refpe6^ive qualifications y but >ve feel ourfelves 
particularly concelrned, when a moral virtue, or a fecial 
obligation is fet before us, the practice of which is oux 
uidifpeni&ble duty : and, perhaps, we axe xxiore read/ 

to 

ft 
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to obfenre thcfc inftruaiohs, or at leaft acquiefcc fooner 
in the propriety of them, as the authority of the 
teacher is unquefUonable, the addrefs not particularly 
-confinea or levelled, and the cenfure confequently lefs 

m 

dogmatical. 

Of all the virtues which the ancients^ poffefled, the 
zeal and fidelity of their friendfhips appear to me as the 
highed diilindions of their charaders. Private per- 
fonSy and particular affinities amongft then^ have been 
long celebrated and admired : and if we examine their 
condu6l as companions, we (hall find, that the rites of 
their religion were not more facred, more flrongly ra- 
tified, or more^ feverely preferved, than their laws of 
focicty* 

The table of friendHiip, and the altar' of facrifice, 
were equally uncontanainated : the myfleries of Bac- 
chus were enveloped with as many leaves as thofe of 
Ceres ^ and the profanation of either deity excluded 
the offenders from the affemblies of men ^ the revealer 
was judged accurfed, and iaa piety was thought to ac- 
company his ileps.* 

Without inveighing againft the pra)Q:ice of the pre- 
fcnt times, or comparing it with that of the paU, I fhall- 
only remark, that if we cannot meet together upon the 
honed principles of focial beings, there is reafon to 
fear, that we are placed in the mofl unfortunate and 
lamentable aera fince the creation of mankind. It i^ 
not the increafe of vices infeparable from humanity that 
alauns us, the riotsof the licentious, or the outrages of 
the profligate j but it is the abfence of that integrity^:. 
the nQgle£i of that virtue, the coi^tempt of that ho- 
nmur^ which by connedling individuals formed fociety^^ 
jHid Vfithottt which fociety can no longer f(»bfift« 

C6 I*^^- 
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Few men are calculated for that clofe connexion, 
which we diflinguifh by the appellation of friendfhip^ 
and we well know the difference between a friend and 
an acquaintance : the acquaintance is in a poll of pro- 
gredion } and after having paffed through a 'courfe of 
proper experience, and given fufiicient evidence of his 
merit, takes a new title, and ranks himfelf higher. He 
mufl now be confidered as in a, place of confequence; 
in which all the ornaments of our nature are neceffary 
to fupport him. But the great requifites, thofe with- 
out which all others are ufelefs, are fidelity and taci- 
turnity. He muft not only be, fuperior to loquacious 
imbecillity, he muft be well able to reprefs the attacks 
oT curiofity, and to reiift thofe powerful engines that 
will be employed againft him, wine and refentment. 
Such are the powers that he muft conftantly exert, 
after a truft is repofed in him : and that he may not 
overload himfelf, let him not add to his charge, by his 
own inquiries; let it be a devolved, not an acquired 
commiftion. Thus accoutred, 

SuB iifdem 
Sic trabihus^fragilemque mecum^ 
Salvat Fbafeion^ 

They who myfteries reveal. 
Beneath my roof ftiall never live. 
Shall never hoift with me the doubtful faiL 

Francis* 

» 

There are as few inftigations in this country to a 
breach of confidence, as fincerity can rejoice under. 
The betrayer is for ever ftiut out from the ways o£ 

men^ 
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men, and Us difcoveries are deemed the effeds of ma- 
lice. We iwifelj imagine, he muft be adluated by 
other motives than the promulgation of truth ) and we 
receive his evidence, however we may ufe it, with con- 
tempt. Political exigencies may require a ready re- 
ception of jlich private advices ^ but though the necef- 
iities of government admit the intelligence, the wifdom 
of it but barely encourages the intelligencer. There 
is no name fo odious to us, as that of an Informer. 
The very alarm in our flreets at the approach of one, 
is a fufficient proof of the general abhorrence of this 
charadter. 

Since thefe are the confequential conditions upon 
which men acquire this denomination, it may be afked^ 
what are the inducements to the treachery. I do not 
fuppofe it always proceeds from the badnefs of the 
mind ^ and indeed I think it isimpoffible that it (hould : 
weaknefs difcovers what malignity propagates ^ till at 
laft, confirmation is required, with all the folemnity of 
proof, from the firft author of the report 5 who only 
deiigned to gratify his own loquacity, or the importu- 
nity of his companion. An idle vanity inclines us to 
enumerate our parties of mirth and friendfhip j and we 
believe our importance is increafed, by a recapitulation 
of th^ difcourfe, of which we were fuch diflinguifhed 
(harers : and to fhew that we were efteemed fit to be 
entrufled with affairs of great concern and privacy, we 
notably give in our detail of theni* 

There is, befides, a very general inclination amongft 
us to hear a fecret, to whomfoever it relates, known or 
ifdlOtioyrn to us, pf whatever import, ferious or trifling, 
fo It be but a fecret : the delight of telling it, and of 
hearing it, are nearly proportionate and equal. The 
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yofiefior of the valuable trea&ire appears indeed rather 
ti:> have the advantage ^ and he feems to claim his fu- 
periority . I have ^ifcovered at once in a large com- 
pany, by ^ air and deportment that is aflamed: upon, 
fuch occafions, who it is that is conTcious of this happy 
charge : he appears refHefs- and full of doubt for a con*- 
Uderable time^ has frequent confultations with himfelf,« 
Hke a bee undetermined where to fettle in a variety of 
fweets^ till at laft one happy- ear attrads him more 
forcibly than the refl, and there he fixes^ *^ flealingand- 
** giving odours." 

In a little time it becomes a matter of great amaze* 
ment, that the whple town is as well acquainted with 
the ftory, as the two who weye fo bufily engaged ', and 
the conflernation is greater, as each reporter is confi- 
dent, that he only communicated it to one perfon» 
•* A report," fays Strada, " thus tranfmitted from one 
to one, " is- like a drop of water at the top of a hou(e , 
" it defcends but from tile to tile, yet at laft makes iti- 
** way to the gutter, and. then is involved in the gene- 
** ral dream." Andjflmayadd to the comparifon,. 
the drop of water, after its progrefs through all the 
channels of the ftreets, is not more contaminated with 
filth and dirt, than a fimple dory, after it has paffed< 
tfarougji the mouths of a few modem tale-bearers*. 
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Nulla fides regnifoeiisi omnifque poteftat 

Ih^tUns confortis erii, Lucan^ 

No faith of partnerfhip dqininion owns -i 
Still difcord hovers o'er divided thro oes^- 

£r is well known, that many things appear plaufible iit^ 
^culation, which can never be reduced to pradice y, 
aad that of the numberlefs proje£b th^t have flattered 
mankind with theoretical fpeciouiJQefs, few^have ferved 
any other purpofe than to (liew the ingenuity of their 
contrivers. A voyage to the moon, however romantic 
an4 abfurd the fcheme may now s^pear, fince the pro- 
perties of air have been better underilood. Teemed 
bighly probable to m^ny of the afpiriug wits in thelail 
century, who beg^n to doat; upon their gloiFy plumes, 
and fluttered with impatience^ for the hour of their dc«» 
parture : 



Pereant vefiigta mille- 



Ante fUgam^ abfentemque ferit gravis ungtJa^: 
campum* 

Hills, vales, and floods appear already crofl; 
And; ere he AartS; a thoufaikd (leps are lofl. 

Port; 
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Among the fallacies which only experience can de- 
te6l, there are fome, of which fcarcely experience itfelf 

^can deftroy the influence : Yome which, by a captivating * 
fliew of indubitable certamty, are perpetually gaining 
upon the human mind \ and which, though every trial 
ends in difappointment, obtain new credit as the fenfe 
of mifcarriage wears gradually away, perfuade us to try 
again what we have tried alreadjr> and expofe us by 
the fame failure to double vexation. 

Of this tempting, this deluflve kind, is the expec- 
pe^ation of great performances by confederated 
ilrength. The fpeculatifl, when he has carefully bb- 
ferved how much may be performed by a fingle hand, 
calculates by a very eafy operation the force of thou- 
fands, and goes on accumulating power till refiftance 
vanifhes before it ^ then rejoices in the fuccefs of his 
newlfcheme, and wonders at the folly or idlenefs 
of former ages, who have lived in want of what 
might fo readily be procured, and fuffered them^ 
felves to be debarred from happinefs by obflacles 
which one united effort would have fo eaiily fur^ 
mounted. 

But this gigantic phantom of colle6^ive power va- 
nifhes at once into air and emptintfs, at the firft attempt 
to put it into adion. The different apprehenfions, the 
difcordant pafllons, the jarring interells of men, will 
fcarcely permit that many fhould unite in one under- 
taking. 

Of a great and complicated defign, fome will never 
be brought to difcern the end ^ and of the feveral means 
by which it may. be accomplifhed, the cheice will be a 

perpetual fub;e6t of debate, as every man is fwayed in 
-b/s determination by his own kuowltdgt 01 c^n^t-m- 
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ence. In a long feries of a^^ion, fome will langui(k 
with fatigue, and fome be drawn off by prefent grati- 
fications 'f fome will loiter becaufe others labour, and 
fome wiU ceafe to labour becaufe others loiter : and if 
once they come within profped of fuccefs and profit, 
fome will be greedy and others envious : fome will un- 
dertake more than they can perform, to enlarge their 
claims of advantage ^ fome will perform lefs than they 
undertake, left their labours (hould chiefly turn to the^ 
benefit of others. 

The hiftory of mankind informs us that a fingle 
power is very feldom broken by a confederacy. States 
of different interefts, and afpe6^s malevolent to each 
other, may be united for a time by common diftrefs ; 
and in the ardour of .felf- prefer vation fall unanimoufly 
upon an enemy, by whom they are all equally endan- 
gered. But if their firft attack can be withflood, time 
.will never fail to diflblve their union : fuccefs and mif- 
carriage will be equally deftru6(ive : after the conqueft 
of a province, they- will quarrel in the diviiion j after 
the lofs of a battle, all will be endeavouring to fecure 
themfelves by abandoning the reft. 

From the impoflibility of confining humbers to the 
conftant and uniform profecution of a common intereft^ 
arifes the difficulty of fecuring fubjeds againft the en* 
croachment of governors. Power is always gradually 
ftealiAg away from the many to the few, becaufe the 
few are more vigilant and confiftent ; it ftill contrads 
to a fmaller number, till in time it centers in a fingle 
per&n. 

Thus all the forms of government inftituted among 
mankind, perpetually tend towards iaoT«itcVrj\ vcA. 
fower, however diSuki through tht N^\io\t cotQSsx>wA.* 
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ty, is by negligence or corruption, commotion or di^ 
Hrels, repofed at Ikft in the chief magiilrate. 

" There never appear," fays Swift, *' more tha» 
^ five or fix men of genius in an age ) but if they weire «, 
^ united, the world could not fiand before them." It 
is happy, therefore, for mankind, that of this unioO' 
there is no probability. As men take in a wider com- 
pafs of intelle&ual furvey, they are more likely ta 
chufe different • ol^e6ks of purfuit^ as they fee more 
ways to the fame end, they will be lefs eafily perfiiadr 
cd to travel together^ as each is better qualified tO' 
form an independent fcheme of private greatnefs, he 
will rejed with greater obfiinacy the proj;ed of ano** 
^er ^ as each is more able to diflinguifii himlelf as the ' 
head of a party, he will lefr readily be made a follower, 
•r an affociate- 

The reigmng philofophy informs^ us, that the vsJk' 
bodies which conllitute the univerfe, are regulated ia* 
tiieir progrefs through the etherial fpaces^, by the per-^ 
, petual agency of contrary forces ; by one of which they> 
«re reftrained from deferting their orbits, and lofin^ 
themfelves in the immenfity of heaven ^ and held off b}^ 
the other from rufhing together, and cluftering round- 
^eir center with everlafling cohefion. 

The fame contrariety of impulfe may be perhaps dif- 
covered in the motions of men : we are formed for fo* 
ciety, not for combination ^ we are equally unqi^lified- 
to live in a- clofe connexion with our fellow -beings, and 
in total feparation £ron^ them^ we are attracted to- 
wards each other by general fympathy, but kept back 
|rom contadl by private intereils. 

Some philofophers have been fooliih enough to ima* 
^ib^^ that im£r ovemtinXs might, be. m^id&mxVi^ fyften^ 
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of the univexfe, by a different, airtogement of the orbs 
of heaven^ and politicians e(]^ually ignorant and equally 
j^refuxnptuous, may eaiily be led to fuppofe, that ihe 
happineis of our lyorld would be promoted by a jdiSe* 
rent tendency of the human mind. , It aptpears^ indeed, 
to a ilighl and fuja^riicial obierver, thai many things 
impradUcable in our prefent Hate, might be ea£ly e£- 
{eded, if mimkind were better difpofed to union and 
co-opexajtion : but a little reflexion will difcover, that 
if coufiederacies w^re ^eaiily fo^tied, they would lofe 
iheir efficacy, iince numbers would be oppofed tonum- 
becs, and unapimity to unauimity y and inil^ad of the 
preleat petty, competitions of individuals, or iingle fami- 
Ues, mul^tudes would be fupplanting multitudes, and 
thoufiinds plotting again^ thoufands 

There is no clals of the human fpecies, of which the 
anion feems.to have been more expe6led, than of the 
lieariied : the reft of the world haye almoft always a- 
greed, to (hut fcholars up together in colleges and. 
cloillcrsj furely not without hope, that they would 
look for that happinefs in concord, which they were 
debarred from finding in variety ^ and that fuch con- 
junctions of intelleft would recompenfe the munificence 
of founders and patrons, by performances above the 
reach of any fingle mind. 

But difcord, who found means to roll her apple into 
tbe bapqueting chamber of the GoddciTes, has had the 
addrefs to fcatter her laurels in the feminaries of 
learning. The friendfhip of ftudents and of beauties is, 
for the moft part equally fincere, and equally durable : 
as both depend for happinefs on the regard of others, 
on that of which the value arifes meteVy Ixoxcl cvyrec^^-, 
4ron, tbejr are both exgofed to£eigetMa\"^^i\»>aSi«i^n^^^ 
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both inceflantly employed in fchemes to intercept the 
praifes of each other. 

I am, however, far from intending to inculcate that 
this confinement of the iludious to fhidious compa-. 
nions, has been wholly without advantage to the pub- 
lic : neighbourhood, where it does not conciliate friend- 
ihip, incites competition : and 1m that would content- 
edly reft in a lower degree of excellence, where he 
had no rival to dread, will be urged by his impatience 
of inferiority to inceffant endeavours aft^r great' at- 
taiximents. 

Thefe ftimulations of hoheft rivalry are, perhaps, the 
chief tSe€t8 of academies and focieties } for whatever 
be the bulk of their joint labours, every fingle piece is 
always the production of an individual, that owes no- 
thing to his colleagues but the contagion of diligence, 
a refolution to write, becaufe the reft are writing, and 
the fcom of obfcurity while the reft are illuftrioas. 
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Far from mj table be tbe tell-tale gueft. 

It bas been r(;marked, that men are generally kind ^a 
^|toportion as tbey are happy } and it is faid even of the 
I devil, that he is good-humoured when he is pleafed. 
I Every z€tj therefore, by virhich another is injured, from 
Iwliatever motive, contrads more guilt and exprefle^ 
kteater malignity, if it is committed in thofe feafons 
which are fet apart to pleafantry and good-humour, and 
kightened with enjoyments peculiar to rational and 
fecial beings. 

Detraftion is among thofe vices, which the mod Ian- 
goid virtue has fufficient force to prevent ) becaufe by 
^etraftion, that is not gained which is taken away: 
**lic who filches from me my good name," fays 
Slakefpeare, *^ enriches not himfelf, but makes me 
poor indeed :*' as nothing, therefore, degrades hu- 
nan nature more than detradion^ nothing more difgra- 
ces converfation. The detrador, as he is the lowed: 

Eu>ial charadler, refle6ls greater difhonour upon his 
ompany, than the hangman ^ and he, whofe difpoiition 
^ aicandal to his fpecies, fhould be more diligently 
Voided, than he who is fcandalous only by his office. 

But for this pradice, however vile, feme Vwjt dvt^\ 
^»pologize, 67 contending, that tlic tenort^b-^j -wVvv^x 
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they injured an abfcnt cliarafter, was true : tliis, hoi^ 
ever, amottnts to no more, than that the j hanre not con- 
plicated malice with falfehood, and that there is fontf 
diflferencer. between detraction and flander, To-rekte 
all the ill that is true of the beil man in the world, 
would probably render him the objed of fufpicion and 
diltruft 'y and if this pra6liee was univerfa!, mutual con* 
£dence and efleem,. the comforts of ibciety, and tli< 
endearments of friendihip, would be at an end. 

There is Tomething unfpeak«bly more hateful in tbrfc 
fpecies of villainy by which the law is evaded, ttan is 
thofe by which it is violated and defied. ' Courage bai 
fometimes preferved rapacity from abhorrenee, as bcsu- 
ty has been thought to apologize for proflitutioa ^ Int 
the injuftice of cowardice is univerfally abhorred, iJ 
like the lewdnefs of deformity has no advocate. Thai 
hateful are the'wretches who detraft with caution ;arf 
while they perpetuate the wrong, are folicitous to i- 
void the reproach : they do not fay that Chloe forfci^ 
cd her honour to Lyfander j but they fay that fcclit 
report has be«n fpread, they know not how tniR 
Thofe who propagate thefe reports, frequently invi 
them J and it is no breach of charity to fuppofe this 
be always the cafe 5 becaufe no man who fpreads ^ 
traftion, would have fcrupled to produce it j and ktj 
who fhould diffufe poMbn in a brook, would fcarce 
acquitted of a malicious defign, though he fhottld 
ledge, that he received it of another who is doing 
fame elfe where. 

Whatever is incompatible with the higheft dignity 
our nature, (hould indeed be excluded from our con 
fation : as companions, not only that which we owe 
ourfclvcs, but to others, is required of us } and they ^ 
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can indulge any vke in the prefence of each other, are 
become objedls in guilt and infenfible to infamy. 

Reverence tbjfeH is one of the fablime precepts of 
that amiable philofopher, whc^e humanity alone was aa 
kiconteftible proof of the dignity of his mind. Pytha- 
goras, in his idea of virtue, comprehended intelle6):ual 
purity 'j and he fuppofed, that by him vtho reverenced 
iiiinfelf, thofe thoughts would be fuppf efled by which a 
bekig capable of virtue is degrad'td : this divine pre- 
>cept evidently pr<eruppofes a reverence of others, by 
4nrhich men are retrained from more grois immoralities ^ 
And with which he hoped a reverence of felf would alio 
co-operate as gn auxiliary motive. 

The great duke of Marlborough, who was perhaps 

:the mofl accomplilhed gentleman of his age, would 

-never fuffer any approaches to obfoenity in his pre« 

fence ^ and it was (aid by the late lord Cobham, that 

he did not reprove it ,as an immorality in the fpcaker, 

but refented it as ^n indignity to himfelf : ^nd it is e vi« 

fdent, that to fpcak evil of the abfent, to utter lewdnefe, 

blafphemy, or treafon, muft degrade not only him who 

fpeaks, but thofe who hear 5 for furely that dignity of 

-charader which a man ought always to fuftain, is in 

4ianger, when he is made the confident of treachery, 

idetra6^ion, irnpiety, or luft 5 for he, who in convetfa- ^ 

•tion difplays his own vices, imputes them j as he who 

trails to another of a robbery, prefuppofes that he is a 

.thief. 

It (hould be a general rule, never to utter any thing 
in converfation which would juflly difiionour us, if it 
ihould be reported to the world ; if \.Vv\% txiX^ c^\sJA\>^ 
jtlwM/9 kept, wc fliould be fecure \xi oux o^w vdsns^^'^^^ 
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againft the craft of knaves and paradtes, the dratagems 
of cunning, and the vigilance of envy. 

But after all the bounty of nature, and all the labour 
of virtue, many imperfedions will be itill difcemed in 
human beings^ even by thofe who do not fee with all 
the perfpicacity of human wifdom : and he is guilty of 
the mofl aggravated detradion, who reports the weak^ 
nefs of a good mind difcorered in an unguarded hour ;; 
fomething which is rather the effect of negligence, 
than defign ; rather a folly, than a fault ^ a fally of 
vanity rather than an eruption of malevolence. It hasi 
therefore, been a maxim inviolably facred among good 
men, never to difclofe the fecrets of private converfa- 
tion^ a maxim, which, though it feems to arife from 
the breach of fome other, does yet imply that general 
redlitude, which is produced by a confcioufnefs of vir- 
tuous dignity, and a regard to that reverence which is 
due to ourfelves and others : for to conceal any im- 
moral purpofe, which to difclofe is to difappoint ^ any 
crime, which to hide is to countenance ^ or any cha- 
radler, which to avoid is to be fafe ^ as it is incompati« 
ble with virtue, and injurious to fociety, can be a law 
only among thofe who are enemies to both. 

Among fuch, indeed, it is a law which there is fome 
degree of obligation to fulfil j and the fecrets even of 
their converfation are, perhaps, feldom difclofed, with- 
out an aggravation of their guilt j it is the intereft of 
fociety, that the veil of taciturnity (hould be drawn 
over the myfleries of drunkennefs and lewdnefs 5 and 
to hide even the machinations of envy, ambition, or 
revenge, if they happen to mingle in thefe orgies 
among the rites o£ Bacchus, feems to \ie \\i^ ^xxV^ ^€ 
f^e Initiated, though not of the pto^\v2LUfi. 
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If he who has aflbciated \?iih robbers, who has re- 
pofed amd accepted a trufl, and whofe guilt is a ,plr(^gf 
of his fidelit7, fhould betray his aiTociates for hircii i( 
he is urged to fecure himfelf, by the anxiety of iifyU 
eicm, or the terrors of cowardice, or to puniilratkers by 
tie - importunity of refentment and revenge ^ though 
. the public receives benefit from his condud, and may 
Uiinkit expedient to reward him, yet he has only added 
to every other fpecies of guilt, that of treachery to his 
friends: he has dempnflrated, that he is'fo deflitute of 
virtue, as not to poflefs even thofe vices which refemble 
it } and that he ought to be cut o£F as totally unfit for 
human fociety, but that, as poifon is an antidote to poi- 
ftn, his crimes are a fecurity againil the crimes of 
others. 

It is, lioweviTT, true, that if fuch an offender is (limg 
vvith remorfe, if he feels the force of higher obliga- 
tions than thofe of an iniquitous compad, and if urged 
by a defire to atone for the injury which he has done 
to fociety, he gives in his information, and delivers up 
his affociates, with, whatever relu6lance, to the laws ; 
by this (acrifice he ratifies his repentance, he becomes 
' again the friend of his country, and deferves not only 
pfoteftioa but efteem : for the fame a£tion may be 
either virtuous or vicious, and may deferve either hon* 
our or infamy, as it may be performed upon different 
piinciples ^ and indeed no adlion can be morally clafled 
or eilimated, without fome knowledge of the motive 
by .which it is produced. 

But as there is feldom any other clue to the motives 
of particular adions, than the general tenor of Ids life 

by whom thsy^ate performed •, and as fti^'^N^i'VA ^o*v^ 
who ferve their country by brinclnR Its ^Vfi^ ^^ ^^ 

Vol.. /iMRfLLACC!|JLEG^UBllF^^ 
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iu(h;inent, are commonly flaj^tious in the higheil de- 
gree } the ideas of this fervice and-the moft fordid viU 
IvLiiif are fo connefled, that they always recur together : 
if only this part of a charafler is known, we immedi- 
ately iAfer that the whole is infamous ; and it is, there- 
fore, no wonder, that the name by which it is exprefi* 
fed, efpecially when it is ufed to denominate a profef- 
fion, fhould be odious ^ or th^t a good man (hould not 
always have fufHcient fortitude, to flrike away the maik 
of diflimulation, and diife6l the fword of juflice. 

But whatever might be thought of thofe, who dif- 
charge their obligations to the public by treachery to 
their companions y it cannot be pretended, that he, to 
whom an immoral defign is communicated by inadver- 
tence or miftake, is under any private obligation to con- 
ceal it : the charge which devolves upon him, he muft 
inflantly renounce : for while he heiitates, his virtue is 
fufpended : and he who communicates fuch defign to 
another not by inadvertence or miftake, but upon pre- 
fumption of concurrence, commits an outrage upon his 
honour and defies his refentment. 

Let none, therefore, be encouraged to prophane 
theri^ts of converfation,much lefsof friend(hip,byfup« 
pofing there is any law-, which ought to reftrain the 
indignation of virtue, or deter repentance from repa- 
ration. 



M( 
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Cotnmitiuni eadem diverfo crimina fato ; 
llle crucetn pretium fceterii tuiit^ hie diademM* 

JCJT. 



-lEv'ry age relates, 



That equal crimes unequal fates have found 5 
And whilft one villain fwings, another's crown'd, '• 

Creech* 
» 
Man, though as a rational being he has thought fit to 
Mlc himfelf the lord of the creation, is yet frequently 
the Voluntary Have of prejudice and cuftom j the moft 
general opinions are often abfurd, and the prevailing 
pnnciples of a6iion ridiculous. 

It may, however, be allowed, that if in thefe iri- 
ftances reafon always appeared to be overborne by the 
importunity of appetite ^ if the future was facrificed to 
the prefent, and hope renounced only for pofieflion \ 
there would not be much caufe for wonder : but that 
man (hould draw abfurd conclufions, contrary to his 
immediate intereft : that he (hould, even at the riik of 
life, gratify thofe vices in fome, Vitvi^Yi m cA>[iR.^^Vn, 
pumlhes with z gibhtt or' a wheel, i* m X^it >q!w^^^ ^^* 
gree M/toEuibing} and is fuch an mftftuce ol x^ct^ n^c^^- 

D 2 ^^ 
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ncfs of our reafon, and the fallibility of our judgmont^ 
Es (liould incline us to accept ^ith gratitude of that 
guidance whieh is/rom above. 

But if it is flrange, that one man has been immorta- 
lized as a god» and another put to death as a felon, for 
adions which have the fame motive and the fame ten- 
dency, merely becaufe they were circumdantially dif- 
ferent ^ it is yet more flrange, that this difference has 
always been fuch as ixifteafes the abfurdity ; and that 
the a6tion which expofes a man to infamy and death^ 
wants only greater aggra;vation of guilt, and 'more ex.- 
tenfive and pernicious effe^ls^ to render him the obje^ 
of veneration and applaufe. 

fiagfhot, the robber, having loil the booty of a week 
among his affoci^tes at hazard, loaded his piftols, mount- 
ed his horfe, and took the Kentifh road, with a refolu- 
tion not to return till he had recYuited his purfe^. 
Within a few miles of London, juA as he heard a vil- 
lage clack Urike nine, he met two gentlemen in a p6ft- 
chaife, which he flopped. One of the gentlemen im>- 
mediately prefented a piflol, ai|d at the fame time ^ 
fervant rode up armed with a blunderbufs. The rob- 
ber, perceiving that he fhould be vigoroufly oppofed, 
turned off from the chaife and difcharged a piflol at the 
fervant, who inflantly fell dead from his korfe. The 

^ gentlemen had now leaped fcom the chaife : but the 
foremoU receiving a blow on his hejad with the flock 
of the piflol that had been jufl fired, Reeled back a few 
paces : the other having fired at the murderer without 
fuccefs, attempted to difmount him, and fuccecded ; 
but while they were grappling ^vith each other, thu 
vHIain drew a knife, and iitabbed \n& ^nvX-ai^Qwiil to the 

^C9rt. He then, with t\ic c«lm VaXxeigvSiv^ ^l ^Vt.vi \ 
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who is' familiar vvith danger, proceeded to rifle the 
pockets of the dead j and the furvivor having recovered 
from the blow, and being imperiouflj commanded to 
deliver, was now obliged to comply. When the vic- 
tor had thus obtained the pecuniary reward of his 
prowefs, he determined to lofe no part of the gloty, 
which, as conqueror, was now in his power : turning, 
therefore, to the unhappy gentleman, whom he had 
plundered, he condefcended to infult him^ with the ap* 
plaufe of confcious fu^^priority ; he told him, that he 
had never robbed any perfons who had behaved better ^ 
and as a tribute due to the merit of the dead, and as si 
token of his efleem for the living, he generoufly threw 
him back a fhilliRg to prevent his being flopped at the 
turnpike. 

He now remounted his horfe, and fet off towards 
London : but at the turnpike, a coach that was paying 
the toll, obilruded his way ^ and by the light of the 
flambeau that was behind it, he difcovered that his 
coat was much flained with bloody this difcovery threw 
him into fuch conf^ifion, that he attempted to rufh by } 
he was, however, prevented ^ and his appearance giv- 
ing great reafoato fufpe^ his motive, he was feized and 
detained. 

In the coach were two ladies, and a little boy about 
five years old. The ladies were greatly alarmed, when 
they heard that a perfon was taken who was fuppoAA 
to have jufl committed a robbery and a murder : they 
aiked many queilions with great eagemefs ^ but their 
inquiries were little regarded, till a gentleman rode up^ 
who feeing their diflrefs, offered his afliiflance. The el- 
der of the two ladies acquainted Viim, X.Vv^lX.V^xVns.^'mA 
^iT, HtLrty Freeman was upon tVve xo^id Va V\^ xevaxtw 
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from Gravefend, where he had been to receive an on- 
ly fon upon his arrival from India^ after an abfence of 
near fix years ^ that herfelf and her daughter-in-law 
were come out to meet them, but were terrified with 
the apprehenfion that they might have been flopped by 
the man who had juft been taken into cuilody. Theiz 
attention was now fuddenly called to the other fide of 
the coach by the child, who cried out in a tranfport of 
joy, ** There is my grand-papa," This was indeed 
the furvivor of the three who faad been attacked by 
Bagihot : he was mounted on his fervant's horfe, and 
ffode fiowly by the fide of the chaife, in which he had 
juft placed the body of his fon, whofe countenance was 
disfigured with blood, and whofe features were ftill im- 
prefled with the agonies of death* Who can exprefii 
the grief, horror, and defpair, with which a father ex- 
hibited this fpedtacle to a mother and a wife, who ez*^ 
pe^ed a fon and a hufhand, with all the tendemefs and 
ardour of conjugal and parental affeSion ! who htd 
long regretted his abfence, who had anticipated the 
joy of his return, and were impatient to put into YuJt 
arms a pledge of his love which he had never feen ! . 

I will not attempt to defcribe that diftrefs, which 
tears would not have fuffered me to behold : let it fuf^ 
fice, that fuch was its effe^ upon thofe who were pre- 
ient, that the murderer was not without difficulty con- 
dv6led alive to the prifon ^ and I am confident, that 
few who read this dory, would have heard with regret 
that he was torn to pieces by the way* ^ 

But before they congratulate themfelves upon a 
fenfe, which always diftinguifhes right and wrong by 
j^joatsneous approbation and cenfure •, let them tell me, 
w/tA what featiments they read o£a 7Q\iX\ii\A m^x^^xOci 
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who at the head of an army in which every man be- 
came a hero by his example, pafled over mountains and 
deferts, in fearch of new territories to invade, and new 
potentates to conquer } who routed armies which could 
fcarce be numbcred,*and took cities which were deem- 
■ed impregnable. Do not they follow him in the path of 
{laughter with horrid complacency ? and when they fee 
him deluge the peaceful fields of induHrious iimplicity 
with blood, and leave them defolate to the widow and the 
orphan of the poffefibr, do they not grow frantic in his 
praife, and concur to deify the mortal who could con* 
quer only for glory, and return the kingdoms that he 
won ? 

To thefe quedions, I am confident the greater part 
of mankind mud anfwer in the affirmative ^ and yet 
nothing can be more abfurd than their different app];e- 
henfions of the Hero and the Thief. 

The condu6^ of Bagfhot and Alexander had in gene* 
ral the fame motives, and the fame tendency ^ they both 
fought a private gratification at the expence of others ^ 
and every circumftance in which they di£fer, is greatly 
in favour of Bagfhot. 

Sagfhot,. when he had lofl kis lafl (hilling, had loft 
the power of gratifying every appetite, whether crimi* 
nal or innocent ^ and the recovery of this power, was 
the objed: of his expedition. 

Alexander, when he fet out to conquer the world, 
poflefled all that Bagfhot hoped to acquire, and more } 
all his appetites and paflions were gratified, as far as the 
gratification of them was poffible j and as the force of 
temptation is always fuppofed proportionably to exte 
Auate guilt, Alexander's guilt ^as tNidtrxxVi ^^^\.^ 
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than Bagfhot's, becaufe it cannot be pretended that his 
temptation was equal. 

But though Alexander could not equally increafe 
the means ol his own happinefs, yet he produced much 
more dreadful and extenlive evil to fociety in the at- 
tempt. Bagfhot killed two men 5 and I have related 
the murder and its confequences, with fuch particulars 
as ufually roufe that fenfibility, which often lies torpid 
during narratives of general calamity. Alexander, per- 
haps, deflroyed a million : and whoever rcfleds, that 
each individual of this number had fome tender attach- 
ments which were broken by his death j fomc parent 
or wife, with whom he mingled tears in the parting 
embrace, and who longed with fond folicitude for his re- 
turn ; or, perhaps, fome infant whom his labour was ta 
feed, and his vigilance proteft j will fee, that Alexander 
w^s more the peH of fociety than Bagfhot, and more de- 
ferved a gibbet in the proportion of a million to one. 

It may, perhaps, be thought abfurd, to inquire into 
the virtues of Bagfhot's charafter j and yet virtue has. 
never been thought incompatible with that of Alex- 
der, Alexander, we are told, gave proof of his great- 
nefs of mind, by his contempt of danger j but as Bag- 
ihot's danger was equally voluntary and imminent, there 
ought to be no doubt but that his mind was equally 
great. Alexander, indeed, gave back the kingdoins 
that he won j but after the conquefl of a kingdom, 
what remained for Alexander to give ? To a« prince, 
•whofe country he had invaded with unprovoked hofti- 
lity, and from whom he had violently wrefled the blcf- 
fings of peace, he gave a dominion over the widows 
and orphans ofthok he had dam, t\ve tmfel of de^en- 
'^^nfgreatnGfsy and the badge of ro^al fa\)^t6^\otv. Kt^^ 
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does not Bagdiot deferve equal honour, for throwing 
back a (hilling to the man^ whofe perfonhe had infulted, 
and whofe fon lie had flabbed to the heart ? Alexander 
did not raviih or maflacre the women wliom he found 
in the tent of Darius : neither did honeil Bagihot kill 
the gentljcman whom he had plundered, when he was no 
longer able to refift. 

If Bagfhot, then, is jufllj dragged to prifon, amidfl 
the tumult of rage, menaces, and execrations ^ let Alex- 
ander, whom the lords of reafon have extolled for ages, 
be no longer thought worthy of a triumph. 

As the acquifition of honour is frequently a motive 
to the riik of life, it is of great importance to confer 
it only upon virtue y and as honouris conferred by the 
public voice, k is of equal moment to ilrip thofe vices 
of their difguife which have been miftaken for virtue. 
The wretches who compofe the army of a tyrant, are 
afibciated by folly in the fervice of rapine and murder ; 
and that men fhould imagine they were deferving honour 
by the maflacre of each other, merely to flatter ambi- 
ticm with a new title, is, perhaps, as infcrutable a myf- 
tery as any that has perplexed reafon, and as grofs an 
abfurdity as any that has difjraced it. It is not, indeed 
fo much to punifh vice, as to prevent nufery, that I 
wifh to fee it always branded with infamy : for even 
the fucceffes of vice terminate in the anguifh of difap- 
pointment. To Alexander, the fruit of all his con- 
quefts was tears j and whoever goes about to gratify 
intemperate wifhes, will labour to as little purpofe, as 
he who (hould attempt to fill a fieve with water. 

I was accidentally led to purfue my fubjeft in this 
train, by the fight of an hiflorical cl\3itt.^lxi '«\v\s3a.>&kfc 
rile, the progrefs, the declen&oxv, «iuA ^vxx^Xvm oi t:«v.- 

D 5 ^^^' 
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pire, are rcprefcnted by the arrrangement of diflferent 
colours J and in which, not only extent, but duration 
is*rendered a fenfible objeft. The Grecian empire, 
vrhich is diilinguilhed by a deep red, is a long narrow 
line 'y becaufe, though Alexander marked the world 
with his colour from Macedonia to Egypt, yet the co^ 
lours peculiar to the hereditary potentates whom he 
difpofTeiTed, again took place upon his death : and in- 
deed, the quellion, whofe name fhall be connedled with 
a particular country as its king, is, to thofe who hazard 
life in the decifion, as trifling, as whether a fmall fpot 
in a chart ihall be Hained with red or yellow* That 
man fhould be permitted to decide fuch queftions by 
means fo dreadful, is a reflexion under which he only 
can rejoice, who believes that God only reigns 5 and 
can appropriate the promife, that all things (hall work 
together for good» 
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J^at ttiumpbans Virgo- 



Sunt qui rogatam rettulerint preces 

Tulilfe Chriflo, redderet ut reo 

Lumen jacentiy turn invenit haluum 

Vita innovatum, vifibus integris. Prudent. 

As rcfcu'd from intended wrong, 
The modeft virgin pac'd along, 
By blafling heav'n depriv'd of day 
Beneath her feet the accufer lay : 
She mark, and foon the prayer arofe 
To Him who bade us love our foes j 
By faith inforc'd the pious call 
Again relumM the fightlefs ball. 

To love an enemy, is the diilinguiihlng charafteriflic 
of a religion, which is not of man but of God. It could 
be delivered as a precept only by him, who lived and 
died to eflablifh it by his example. 

At the clofe of that feafon-, in which human frailty 
has commemorated fufferings whicli it could not fuflain, 
a feafon in which the mod zealous devotion can only 
fub«ftieote a change of food for a total abflinence of 
forty days j it cannot, furely, be incongruous to con^- 
der, what approaches yrc can m^Ve \.o X^ xJc^aX ^v^\sv^ 

D 6 ^^^^ 
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love which thcfc fu£Ferings expreffed,andhow far man, 
in imitation of his Saviour, can blefs thofe wljo curfc 
him, and return good for evil. 

We cannot, indeed, behold the example but at a dif- 
tance j nor confider it without being ftruck with a fenfc 
of our own debilit j : every man who compares his life 
with thi divine rule, inftead of exulting in his own ex- 
cellence,, will fmite his bread like the publican, and 
cry out; " God be merciful to me a (inner {J' Thus 
to acquaint us with ourfelves, may, perhaps, oe one uie 
of the precept j but the precept cannot, furely, be con- 
£dered as having no other. 

I know it will be (aid, that our pftfllions are not 10 
our power ) jmfthat, therefore, a precept, to love or 
to hate,'i$lmpo{Iible ^ for if the gratification of all our 
wifhes was offered us to love a ftranger as we love a 
child, we could not fulfil the condition, however we 
^ight deiire the reward. 

But admitting this to be true, and that we cannot 
love an enemy as we love a friend 5 it is yet equally 
certain, that we may perform thofe anions which arc 
produced by love, from a higher princijple : we may, 
perhaps, derive m(H:al excellence from natural defe^s^ 
and exert our reafon inftead of indulging a pafTion. If 
bur enemy hungers we may feed him, and if he thirft* 
we may give him drink : this if we could love him, 
would be our condu6i: 5 and this may flill be our con- 
du^l, though to love, him is impofTible. The Chriflian 
will be prompted to rdlieve the ncceflities of his enemy, 
bj his love to God : He will rejoice in an opportunity 
to exprefs the zeal of his gratitude and the alacrity of 
liis obedience^ at the fame time that he appropriates 
the promifes aad anticipates his leVi^id. 
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But though he who is beneficent upon thefe princi- 
plear, may in the fcripture fenfe be faid to love his ene- 
my J yet fomething more may ftiJl be effeded ; the 
^paflion itfelf in ftme degree is in our power j^ we may 
rife to a yet nearer emulation of divine forgivenefs, we 
may thin^ as well «•> ad with kindneis, and be fan6lifi« 
cd as well in heart as in life*- t 

Though love and hatred are neceflarily produced in 
the human breaft, when the proper objeds of thefe paf- 
fions occur, as the colour of material fubflances is ne- 
ceflarily perceived by an eye before which they are ex- 
hibited } yet it is in our power to change the padion^ 
and to caufe either love or hatred to be excited, by 
placing the fame object in different citcum dances j as 
a changeable filk of blu« and yellow may be held fo as 
to excite the idea either of yellow or blue. 

No a£l is deemed more injurious, or refented with 
greater acrimony, than the marriage of a child, efpe- 
cially of a daughter, without theconfent of a parent : it 
15 frequently coiifidered as a breach of the ftrongeft and 
tendered obligations 5 as folly and ingratitude^ treachery 
and rebellion. By the imputation of thefe vices, a 
child becomes the objedl of indignation and refentment :. 
indignation and refentment in the bread, therefore, of 
the parent are neceiTarily excited : and there can be no 
doubt, but that thefe are fpecies of hatred. But if the 
child is confidered as dill retaining the endearing foft- 
nefs of filial affef^ion, as flill longing for reconciliation, 
and profaning the rites of marriage with tears 5 as hav- 
ing been driven from the path of duty, only by the vio- 
lence of paflions which none have always refided, and 
Vrhichmany havt indulged withmucVi pc^Xci X^ax'^^o.^^S 
the fame objed that before e3WiXt4Vxid\gDaX\Q!«L"^\A.x^- 
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fentment, will now be reg^ded with pity, and pitj is a 
fpecies of love. 

Thofe, indeed, who refent this breach of filial duty 
^ith implacability, though perhaps it is the 'only one of 
'which the o£fender has been guilty, demonftrate that 
they are without natural afFediion; and that they 
would have proftituted their offspring, if not to lufl, 
yet to affedions which are equally vile and fordid, the 
thirfl of gold, or the cravings of ambition : for he cw 
never be thought to be fincerely intereded in the feli* 
city of his child, who, when fome oft he means of hap- 
pinefs are lofl by indifcretion, fufferS his refi^ntment to 
take away the refl. 

Among friends, fallies of quick refentment are ex« 
tremely frequent. Friendihip is a conftant reciproca^- 
tion of benefits, to which the facrifice of private interefl 
is fometimes neceflary : it is common for each to fet too 
much value upon thofe which he bellows, and too little 
upon thofe which he receives ^ this mutual miftake in 
fo important an e Aim at ion, produces mutual charges of 
nnkindnefs and ingratitude ; each, perhaps* profeffes . 
himfclf ready to forgive, but neither will condefcend 
to be forgiven. Pride, therefore, ftill increafes the en- 
xnity which it began 5 the friend is confidered as felfiih, 
affuming, injurious and revengefuLj he confequently be- 
comes an objeft of hatred 5 and while he is thus confi- 
dered, to love him is irapoflible. But thus to confider 
him, is at once a folly and a fault : each ought to re- 
fledl, that he is, at lead in the opinion of the other, in- 
curring the crimes that he imputes ; that thc^ founda- 
tion of their enmity is no more than a miilake ^ and 
tAat this miliake is the effedl of weaknefs or vanity, 
f^lijch Is common to all mankind; X\v^ doax^Si^t ^l 

•7 \iO\>CW 
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>oth would then aflume a very diflFercnt afpeft > lovt 
TTOuld again be excited by the return of its objedl ^ and 
:ach would be impatient to 'exchange acknowledge* 
cnentSy and recover the felicity which was to near be^ 
ing lofl. 

But if after we have admitted an acquaintance to our . 
bofom as a friend, it (hould appear that we , had mif* 
taken his chara6ler ^ if he (hould betray our confidence, 
and ufe the knowledge of our affairs, which perhaps he 
obtained by offers of fervice, to eflFed our^ruin ; if he 
defames us to the world, and adds perjury to falfehood ^ 
if he violates the chadity of a wife, or feduces t daugh* 
ter to proflitution } we may flill coniider him 'in fuch 
circumflances as will incline ns to fulfil the precept, 
and to regard him without the rancour of hatred or 
the fury of revenge. 

Every character, however it maj" deferve punifh- 
ment, excites hatred only in proportion as it appears to 
be malicious ^ and pure malice has never been imputed ~ 
to human beings. The wretch, who has thus deceived 
and injured us, (hould be confidered as having ulti* 
mately intended, not evil to us, but good to himfelf. 
It (hould alfo be remembered, that he has miilaken tht 
means ^ that he has forfeited the friendfhip of Him 
whofe favour is better than life, by the fame condu£l 
which forfeited ours j and that to whatever view he fa- 
crificed our temporal intereft, to that alfo he facrificed 
his own hope of immortality ; that he is now feeking fe- 
licity which he can never find, and incurring punifh- 
ment that will la ft for ever. And how much better 
than this wretch is he, in whom the contemplation of 
his condition can excite no pity ? SuteVj \l ^mOsx %». 
enemjr hungers, we may, without fu^|^itff\u^««l ^^^ 
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fion, give him food ^ for who that fees a criminal drag- 
ged to execution, for whatever crime, would refiifc 
him a cup of cold water ? 

On the contrary, he whom God has forgiven muft 
neceffarily become amiable to man : to coniider his cha- 
ra£t:er without prejudice or partiality, after it has been 
changed by repentance, is to love him ^ and im- 
partially to confider it, is not only our duty but our 
tnterefl. 

Thus may we love our enemies, and add a dignity 
to our nature of which pagan virtue had no conception. 
Silt if 19 love our enemies is the glory of a Ghriftian, 
to treat others with coldnefs, negled, and malignity, 
is rather the reproach of a fiend than than a man. Un- 
provoked enmity, the frown of unkindnefs, and the me- 
naces of oppreflion, fliould be far from thofe who pro- 
fefs themfelves to be followers of Him ^who in his life 
went about doing good ^ who inflantly healed a wound 
that was given in his defence 5 and who, when he was 
fainting in his lail agony, and treated with mockery 
and deriiion, conceived at once a prayer and an apology 
for his murderers y Father, forgive them ^ they know not 
t^hat they do. 
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'P/umifia libant 



Summa leve s ■ ■ ■ Vi*o* 

They lightly fkim, 
And gently fip the dimply river's brim* 

1 RB charadler of the fcholars of the prefent age will 
not be much injured or mifreprefented by faying, that 
they feem to be fuperficially acquainted with a multi- 
tude of fubjeds, but to go to the bottom of very few.. 
This apppears in criticifm and polite learning, as well 
as in the abilrufer fciences : by the diffufion of know- 
ledge, its depth is abated.. 

Eutyches harangues with wonderful plaufibility on 
the diflind merits of all thee Greek and Roman claifics, 
without having thoroughly and attentively perufe^ or 
enteied into the fpirit and fcope of one of them. But 
Eutyches has diligently digefled the differtations of Ra- 
pin, Bouhours, Felton, Blackwall, and RoUin \ treatifes 
that adminifler great confolation to the indolent and 
incurious, to thofe who can tamely reil fatisfied with fe- 
cond-hand knowledge, as they give concife accounts of 
all the great heroes of ancient literature, and enable 
them to (peak of -'(their feveral cWx^i^cx^^ '^v^wiX. 
the tedious drudgery of perufing tVve ot\^vcvAs. "^x^N- 
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the charaders of writers, as of men, are of a very mixed 
and complicated nature, and are not to be comprehend- 
ed in fo fmall a compafs : fuch objedls do not admit 
of being drawn in miniature, with' accuracy and 
diftin^efs. 

To the prefent prevailing paflion for French mo- 
raliils and French critics, may be imputed the fuperfi- 
cial (hew of learnino^ and abilities of which I am com* 
plaining. And fince thefe alluring authors are become 
not only fo fafhionable an amufement of thofe who call 
themfelvcs the polite woild,but alfo ingrofs the atten- 
tion of academical fludents, I am tempted to inquire 
into the merits of the moft celebrated among them of 
both kinds. 

That Montagne abounds in native wit, in quick pc- 
jietration, in a perfeft knowledge of the human heart, 
and the various vanities and vices that lurk in it, can* 
not judly be denied. But a man who undertakes to 
twnfmit his thoughts on life and manners to poftcrity, 
with the hopes of entertaining and amending future 
ages, muft be either exceedingly vain or exceedingly 
carelefs, if he experts either of thefe effects can be pro- 
duced by wanton fallies of the imagination, by ufelefi 
wad impertinenent digreffions, by never forming or fol- 
lowing any regular plan, never claffing or confining 
his thoughts, never changing or rejedling any fentiment 
that occurs to him. Yet this appears to have been the 
condu6l of our celebrated eifayift : and it has produced 
many aukward imitators, who, under the notion of 
w^riting with the fire and freedom of this lively old Gat 
con, have fallen into confufed rhapfodies and unintereft- 
ing cgotifins. 

But 
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But thefe blemifhcs of Montague are trifling and un* 
important, compared with his vanity, his indecency, 
and his fcepticilin* That man muf! totally have fup« 
preffed the natural love of honed reputation, which is 
fo powerfuDy felt by the truly wife and good, who can 
calmly fit down to give a catalogue of his private vices, 
and publifh his mod fecret infirmities, with the pre- 
tence of exhibiting a faithful pidure of himfelf, and of 
€xa^ly pourtraying the minuted features of his mind* 
Surely he deferves the cenfure Quintilian bellows on 
Demetrius, a celebrated Grecian flatuary, that he was 
" nimius in veritate, et fimilitudinis quam pulchritudi- 
" nis amantior^^* more ftudious of likenefs than of 
beauty. 

Though the maxims of the Duke de la Roche&u- . 
cault, another fafhionable philofopher, are written with 
exprefiive elegance, and with nervous brevity ^ yet I 
mud be pardoned for afiarming, that he who labours to 
•leflpn the dignity of human nature, dedroys many effi- 
cacious motives for pra6tifing worthy adions, and de- 
ferves ill of his fellow creatures, whom he paints in dark 
and difagreeable colours. As the opinions of men 
nfually contrad a tindure from the circumdances and 
conditions of their lives, it is eafy to difcem the 
chagrined courtier, in the fatire which the polite mifan- 
thrope has compofed on hisown fpecies. According to 
his gloomy and uncomfortable fydem, virtue is merely 
the refult of temper and conditution, of chance or of 
vanity, of fadiion or the fear of lofingl^reputation. Thus 
humanity is brutalized > and every high and generous 
principle is. reprefented as imaginary, romantic, and chi- 
merical 5 reafon, which by fome is too much aggran-* 

dijed 
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dized and almoft deified, is here degraded into an ab- 
jcft (lave of appetite and padion, and deprived even of 
her juft and indifputable authority. As a Chriflian*, 
and as a man, I defpife, I detefl fuch debafing prin- 
ciples. 

Rochefoucault, to give a imartnefs and (hortnefs to 
his fentences^ frequently makes ufe of the antithefis, a 
mode of fpeaking the moft tkefome and diftguiling of 
any by the famenefs and fimilarity of the periods. And 
jbmetimes, in order to keep up the point, he negleds 
the propriety and juHnefs of the fentiment, and grofif^ 
ly contradi6ls himfelf. ** Happinefs,'' fays he, " con- 
'^ fifts -in the tafie, and not in the things : and it is by 

'>* enjoying wBat a man lo^s, that he becomes happy f 
*^ not by having what others think deiirable.'* The ob- 
vious dod^rine contained ia this refle6iion, is the great 
power of imagination with regard to felicity : but, addf^ 
the refledor, in a following maxim, *^ We are never 
** fo happy or fo miferable, as we ima^ne ourfelves ta 
** be *y^^ which is certainly a plain and palpable contra- 
did^ion of the foregoing opinion. And of fuch contra- 
diflions many inflances might be alleged in this ad- 
mired writer, which evidently (hew that he had not di- 
gefted his thoughts with philofophical cxaftnefs and 
prccifibn. * 

But the charafters of La Brueyre deferve to be 
fpoken of in far different terms. They are drawn with 
ipirit and propriety, without a total departure from na- 
ture and refemblance, as fometimes is the cafe in pre^- 
tended pidures of life. In a few inflances only he has 
&iled, by overcharging his portraits with many ridicu- 
fous fcMtures that cannot cxlft together in one fubjed 5 

93 in the chsuraAer of Meaalcas tVve afei^wX isi?LXv, v*Vvi\:w, 
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though applauAld by one of my predeceflbrs| is furely 
abfurd, and fiilfe to nature. This author appears to be 
a waim admirer of virtue, and a fteady promoter of her 
intereft : he was neither aihamed of Chriilianity, no^ 
afraid to defend it : accordingly, few have expofed the 
folly and abfurdity of modiHi infidels, of iniidels made 
by vanity and not by want of coii virion, with fo much 
iplidity and pleafantry uni- ed :e diidaiued to facri- 
fice truth to ie»ity ^nd licentiom? e'.. :..mu/ of hischa* 
Ta6);ers are pueri<u;t^- a.id contain ailriicn- which cannot 
now be underilood. It is, indeed, the fate of perfonal 
fatire to pcrifli with the generation in which it is writ 
ten : many artful flrokes in Theophraflus himfelf, per- 
liaps, appear coarfe or infipui, wliich the Athenians upon 
with admiration. A different a^e and di£Ferent nation 
render us incapable of reliihincr feveral beauties in the 
Alchymift of Johnfon, and in the Don Quixote of Cer- 
vantes. 

Saint Evremond is a florid and verbofe trifler, with- 
out novelty or folidity in his refle^ons. What more 
can be expelled from one, who propoied the difiblute 
and affeded Petronius fo;: his nK)del in writing and liv- 
ing ? 

As the corruption of our tafte is not of equal confe- 
quence with the depravation of our virtue, I fhall not 
fpend fo much time on the critics, as I have done on 
the moraHds of France. ^. 

How admirably Rapin, the mofl popular among them, 
' was qualified to fit judgment upon Homer and Thucy- 
dides, Demofthenes and Plato, may be gathered from an 
anecdote preferved by Menage, wholaffirms upon bis own 
knowledge, that Le Fevre of Saumvix {arci^<t.^>2cc^^- 
^uaiDg critic with the Greek ]f%!EaLgt^\xt\vaA.^^"^^'^^ 
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to Cite, Rapm himfelf being totallj ignorant of that 
language. The cenfores and commendations tlus writ- 
er bellows, are general and indifcriminate 5 without fpe- 
cifying the reafons of his approbation or diflike^ and 
without alleging the paffages that may (upport his 
opinion : whereas juil criticifm demands, not only that 
every beauty or blemifh be minutely pointed out in its 
different degree and kind, but alfo that the reafon and 
foundation of excellencies and faults be accurately af* 
certained. 

Boffu is ufually aud juftly placed at the head of the 
commentators on Ariilotle's poetics, which certainly 
he underilood and explained in a more mafterly man- 
ner than either Beni or Caftelvetro : but in one or two 
inftances he has indulged a love of fubtilty and ground- 
lefs refinement. That I may not be accufed of affe6ling 
a kind of hatred againA all the French critics, 
I would obferve, that this learned writer merits the at- 
tention and diligent perufual of the true fcholar. What 
I principally admire in £oflu, is the regularity of his 
plan, and the exa6lnefs of his method ^ which add uti- 
lity as well as beauty to his work, 

Brumoy has difplayed the excellencies of the Greek 
Tragedy in a judicious and compreheniive manner. His 
tranilations are faithful and elegant ^ and the analyfis 
of thofe plays, which, on account of fome circumflances 
in ancient manners, would (hock the readers of this age, 
and would not therefore bear an entire verfion, is per- 
fpicuous and fiiUi. Of all the French critics, he and 
the judicious Fenelon have had the juftice to confeis, 
or perhaps the penetration to perceive, in what in- 
^smces CoxncTiiiUp and Racine have £alfified and mo« 
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dernized the cHaraAers, and overloaded with unnecef- 
farj intrigues, the iimple plots of the ancients. 

Let no one, however, deceive himfelf in thinking, 
that he can gain a competent knowledge either of Arif- 
totle or Sophocles, from BofTu or BrumOy, how excel- 
lent foever thefe two commentators maj be. To con- 
template thefe exalted geniufes through fuch mediums, 
is like beholding the orb of the fun, during an eclipfe, 
in a veflel of water. But let them eagerly prefs for- 
ward to the great originals :/' juvet integros accedere fon-* 
** tesj" ** his be the joy t^approach the untaxed fprings.^* 
Let him remember, that the Grecian writers alone, 
both critics and poets, are the be ft mafters to teach, in 
in Milton's emphatical ftyle, ** What the laws are of a 
** true epic poem, what of a dramatic, what of a lyric 3 
'^ what decorum is ^ which is the grand mafterpiece to 
•* obferve. This would make them foon perceive, what 
** defpicable creatures our common rhymers and pUy- 
*^ Wrights be } and (hew them, what religious, what glo- 
** nous and magnificent ufe might be made of poetry, 
** both in divine and human things.^' 

Z 
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^tticonque turpi fraude femel inrntuky 

Enatnfi vera dici^ amutitjidem. Piued. 

The wretch that often has deceivM^ 
Though truth he fpeaks j is ne'er believ'<L . 

vV HKN Ariftotle was once aiked, what a man couki 
gain by uttering falfhoods \ he replied, *' Not to be 
** credited when he fhall tell the truth." 

The chara^er of a lisr.is at once fi> hateful and con* 
temptible, that even of thofe who have loft their vir- 
tue it might be expeded, that from the violation of 
truth they fhould be jreftrained by their pride. Almoft 
every other voice that difgraces human nature, may be 
kept in countenance by applaufe and alTociation : the 
corrupter of virgin innocence fees himfelf envied by the 
men, and at lead not detefled by the women : the 
drunkard may eaiily unite with beings, devoted like 
himfelf to noify merriments or iilent infeniibility, who 
will celebrate his vidlories over the novices of intem- 
perance, boafl themfelves the companions of his prowefs, 
and tell with rapture of the multitudes whom unfucceff* 
ful emulation has hurried to the grave *| even the rob- 
hcr and the cut-throat Yiave tVicu io\\ft^t.T^^^>Mi^* 

6 
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mirc their addrefs and intrepidity, their ftratagcms of 
rapine, and their fidelity to the gang. 

The liar, and only the liar, is invariably and univer- 
fally defpifed, abandoned, and difowned : he has nc^do- 
meflic confolations, which he can oppofe to the cen- 
fure of mankind j he can retire to no fraternity, where 
his crimen may ftand in the place of virtues j but is 
given up to the hifles of the multitude, without friend 
and without apologift. It is thf peculiar condition of 
falfehood, to be equally detefted by the good and bad ; 
" The devils," fays Sir Thomas Brown, ** do not tell 
** lies to one another ; for truth is neccflary to all fo- 
** cieties ; nor can the of fociety hell fubfifl wfthout 
" it." 

It is natural to expcft, that a crime thus generally 
deteiled ihould be generally avoided j at leaft, that 
none (hould expofe himfelf to unbated and unpitied in- 
famy, without an adequate temptation j and that to guilt 
{o eafily deteded, and fo feverely punifhed, an adequate 
temptation would not readily be found. 

Yet fo it is, that in defiance of cenfure and contempt, 
truth is frequently violated 5 and fcarcely the moft vi- 
gilant and unremitted circumfpeftibn will fecure him 
that mixes with mankind, from being hourly deceived 
by men of whom it can fcarely be imagined, that they 
mean any injury to him or profit to themfclves 5 even 
where the fubjeft of converfation could not have been 
cxpe61:ed to put the paflions in motion, or to have ex- 
cited either hope or fear, or zeal or malignity, fuffi- 
cientto induce any man to put his reputation in hazard, 
however little he might value it, or to overpower the 
love of truth, however weak might b^ i\% \\i^>ak!t.\NK.^, 

The cafuiRs have very diligeii\\"j dvKvTv^VScifc^ ^^^'^ 
Vol. IL E. ^^ 
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into their feveral clafles, according to tlieir various de- 
grees of malignity : but they havc^ I thinks generally 
omitted that which is moil, common, and perhaps, not 
leajfepiifchievous ^ which, fince the moralifts have not 
^ven it a namt, I fh^U diilinguifh as the Lie of Vanity. 

To vanity may juftly be imputed moft of the falib- 
hoodS; which every man perceives hourly playing upon 
his ear, and, perhapS| moft of thofe that are propagated 
with fucceft. To the lie of commerce, and the lie of 
malice, the motive is To apparent, that they are feldom 
negligently or implicitly received ir fufpicion is always 
watch&l over the pradices of interefl ^ and whatever 
the hope of gain, or defire of mifchiefy can proolpt one 
man to aiTert, another is by reafons equallyjcogent incit- 
ed to refute. But vanity, pleafes herfelf with fuch 
light gratifications, and loo^s forward to pleafure fo 
remotely confequential, that her pra3ipes r^fe no alarm, 
and her ftratagems are not eaMy difcovered. 
; Vanity is, indeed, often fuffered to pafs unpurfued 
by fufpicion ^ becaufe he that would watch her motions, 
can never be at reft : fraud and malice are bounded in 
their influence ^ fome opportunity of time and place 16 
neceflary to their agency ^ but fcarce any man is ab^ 
ftraded one moment from his vanity ^ and he, to whom 
truth affords no gratifications, is generally inclined tp 
feek them in falfehoods. 

It is 'remarked by Sir Kenelm Digby, ** that every 
** man has a defire to appear fuperior to others, though 
" it were only in having feen what they have not feen.'* 
Such an accidental advantage, fince it neither implies 
merit, nor confers dignity, one would think ftiould not 
be jde£red fo much as to be counterfeited : yet even 
tJus vanity, triBing as it is, produces \atwxafcw\Afc tox- 
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rati^esy all equally falfe ^ but more or lefs credible jia 
proportion to the ikill or confidence of their relater. How 
many may a man of diffufive converfation count apong 
his acquaintances, wliofe lives have been fignalized by 
numberlefs efcapes } who never crofs the river but in a 
Jftorm, or take a journey into the country without more 
adventures than belel the knight-errants of ancient 
times in pathlefs forefls or enchanted caflles ! How ma- 
ny muft he know, to whom portents and prodigies are 
of daily occurrence \ and for whom nature is hourly 
working wonders invifible to every other eye, only to 
(upply them vrith fubje£ls of converfation. 

Others there are that amufe themfelves with the dif- 

iemination of falfehood, at greater hazard of deteftion 

and difgrace ; men marked out by fgme lucky planet 

fox univerfal confidence and friendfhip, who have been 

confulted in every difficulty, entrufted with every fe- 

cret, and fummonedjto every tran{a61ion: it is the fu- 

preme felicity of thefe men, to dun all companies with 

noify information ^ to (till doubt, and overbear oppo- 

fition, with certain knowledge or authentic intelligence. 

A liar of this kind, with a flrong memory or brifk ima- 

\ gination, is often the oracle of an obfcure club, and, 

k till time difcovers his impoftures, dilates to his hear- 

I ers with uncontrouled authority ^ for if a public que- 

1 ftion be ilarted, he was prefent at the debate ; if a new 

^ • Million be mentioned, he was at court the firfl day of 

its appearance ^ if a new performance of literature 

' draws the attention of the public, he has patronifed the 

author, and feen his work in manufrcipt ^ if a criminal 

of eminence be condemned to die, he often i^r^dv&.^4 

his fate, and endeavoured his refoiuvaLXloiv '. ^tA v^c^a 

/ that Jives at ^ c^iflance from the fctne ol ^Qlyoxv, ^^ 

E z ^^^ 
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dare to contradi6l a man, who reports from hi^ own 
eyes and ears, and to whom all perfons and affairs are 
thus intimately unknown ? 

This kind of falfehood is generally fuccefsful for a 
time, becaufe it is praf^ifed at firft with timidity and 
caution : but the profperity of the liar is of fliort dura- 
tion 5 the reception of one ftory is always an incite- 
ment to the forgery of another lefs probable : and he 
goes on to triumph over tacit credulity, till pride or 
reafon rifes up againft him, and his companions will no 
longer endure to fee him wifer than themfelves. 

It is apparent, that the inventors of all thefe fadlions 
intend fome exaltation of themfelves, and are led off 
by the purfuit of honour from their attendance upon- 
truth : their narratives always imply fome confequence 
in favour of their courage, their fagacity, or their ac- 
tivity, their familiarity with the learned, or their re- 
ception among the great j they arc always bribed by 
the prefent pleafure of feeing themfelves fuperior to 
thofe that furround them, and receiving the homage of 
filent attention and envious admiration. 

But vanity is fometimes Excited to fi6lion by lefi vi- 
able gratifications: the prefent age abounds with a 
race of liars who are content with the confcioufnefs of 
falfehood, and whofe pride is to deceive others without 
any gain or glory to themfelves. Of this tribe it is the 
fupreme pleafure to remark a lady in the playhoufe or 
the park, and to publifh, under the chara6ler of a man 
fuddenly enamoured, an advertifement in the news of 
the next day, containing a minute defcription of her 
perfon and her drefs. From this artifice, however, no 
other effect can be expe&ed, than ipet\,Mi\>«!dow& ^hich 
^hc writer c«» never fee, and con^eftwccs ol 'vVvOa. \vt 
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never can be informed : fome mifchicf, howevar, he 
hopes he has done ^ and to have done mifchief, is ot 
fome importance. He fets his invention to work again, 
and produces a narrative of a robbery or a murder, with 
all the circumflances of time and place accurately ad- 
juiled. This is a jeft of greater efFeft and longer du- 
ration : if he fixes his fcene at a proper diflance, he 
may for feveral days keep a wife. in terror for her huf- 
band, or a mother for her fon ^ and pleafe himfelf with 
refleding, that by his abilities and addrefs fome addi- 
tion is made to the miferies of life. 

There is, I think, an ancient law in Scotland, by 
which leaiing-making was capitally puniihed, I am, 
indeed, far from defiring to increafe in this kingdom 
the number of executions : yet I cannot but think, that 
they who deilroy the confidence of fociety, weaken the 
credit of intelligence, and interrupt the fecurity of life ^ 
barrais the delicate with (hame, and perplex the timo- 
rous with alarms ^ might very properly be awakened 
to a fenfe of their crimes, by denunciations of a whip- 
ping-poH or pillory : fince many are fo infenfible of 
right and wrong, that they have no fiandard of adion 
but the law } nor feel guilt, but as they dread punifh- 
ment. 
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St ^mJ eM. j^ifufari J'/acctve diBis fuerit interjeBum^ 
f^endet (ilirat^^J^t^m^cit^Ji quid efaeris Pfaimis apti 
/uerii aiSexium T^jJSfJl^ri SpiruHs cctleftis qfflatH proditi 
f ardent nobis prafcrlptis Hffmiri^ Euripidis^ aui Ennii. 

Erasmus* 

Is a difcourfe beautlfied'^by a quotation from Pindar 
and Horace ? and (hall we think it blemifhed by a paf- 
fage fron^the facred Pfalms aptly interwoven ? Do we 
defpife the books which were di6^ated by the Spirit of. 
God, in comparifon of Horner,^ Euripides, and Ennius ? 

To the Adventurer.. 

SIR, 

In the library of the Bgiedifline Monks at Lyons, ha» 
lately been difcovered a mod curious manufcript of the 
celebrated Longinus. As I know you will eagerly em- 
brace every opportunity of contributing to promote, or- 
rather revive, a reverence and love for the facred writ- 
ings, I fend you the following extraft tranflated from- 
this extraordinary work. . 
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My dear Terentianus, 

You may remember that in my treatife on the Su- 
blime, I quoted a ilriking.e^&ample of it from Mofes the 
Jewifh lawgiver j " Let there be light, and there was 
^' light.'* I have fince met with a large volume tran- 
ilated into Greek by the order of Ptolemy, containing 
all the religious opinions^ the civil laws and cuftoms, of 
that fingular and unaccountable people. And to con- 
fefs the truth, I im greatly aftonifhed at the incompa- 
rable elevattoa of its- flile, and the fiipreme grandeur o£ 
its imiages j many of which excel^e utmoft efforts o£ ^ 
the moft exalted genius of Greece. 

At the appearance bt God, the mountains and the 
foreils do not only tremble as in Homer, but ^* are: 
^ melted down like wax at his prefenccr * He rides 
not on a fwift chariot over the level waves like Nep'^ 
tune, but *^ comes flying, upon the wings of the wind ^ 
" while the floods clap their hands, and the hills and 
'* forefls, and earth and heaven, all exult together, be-* 
^' fore their Lord.** And how doll thou conceiv^^ 
my friend, the exalted idea of the univerfal prefence of 
the infinite mind can be exprefled, adequately to the 
dignity of the fubje6b, but in the folHwing manner > 
** Whither (hall I go from thy prefence ? If I climb up 
*^ into heaven, thou art there ! If I go down to hell, 
" lo, thou art there alfo ! If I take wings and fly to- 
*' w^rd the morning, or remain in the uttermod parts 
** of the weflem ocean 5 even there alfo"— -the poet 
does not fay " I ftiall find thee,'* but, far more forcibly 
and emphatically " thy right hand ftiall hold me.'* 
With what majefty and magnificence U iVvfc C^^-» 
ATOR of the world, before wliom tV^^ vi\io\^>wANVtV85. 
i^repre/cnted as nothing, nay, lets \Ji«ji \ioOKvxv%«i «^^ 
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vanity introduced making the following fublimc cnqui- 
ly ! " Wh« harh meafured the waters in the hollow of 
*^ his hand, and meted out heaven with a fpan, and 
V comprehended the duft of the earth in a meafure, and 
'- weighed the mountains in fcales, and the hillc in a 
** balance ?'' Produce mc, Terentianus, any image or 
dcfcription in Plato himielf, fo truly elevated and di- 
vine I Where did thefe barbarians leani to fpeak of 
Gody ia terms that alone Appear worthy of him ? How 
contemptible and vile are the deities of Hojner and 
Hefiod) in comparifon of this Jehovah of the illiterate 
Jews ! before whom, to ufe this poet^s own words, all 
•ther Gods are ^^ as a drop of a bucket, and are coun- 
ted " as the fmall dufl of the balance.^* 
. Had I been acquainted with this wonderful volume, 
while I was writing my txeatife on the Pathetic, I 
could have enriched my work wkk many iln^es of 
eloquence, more irreiiitibly moving than any I have 
borrowed from our three great tragedians, or even 
from the tender Simonides himfelf. The fame Mofes 
I formerly mentioned, relates the hiitory of a youth 
&ld into captivity by his brethren, in a manner fo 
deeply interefting, with fo many little ftrokcs of nature 
and paf!ion,> with fuch penetrating knowledge of the 
human heart, with fach various and uncxpefted chan- 
ges of fortune, aiid with fuch a ilriking and important 
difcovery, as diannot be read without afloniihment and 
tears ^ and which I am almoft confident Ariflotle 
would have . preferred to the flory of his admired 
Oedipus, for the artificial manner in which the recogni- 
ilon, ^«tym(i^ii^ IS cffe6led, emerging gradually from the 
iacidents und circumftances of the ftot^ \X.^t^i, ^tA xiot 
-G-om things extrialical and unefietxliaXxo t\i^\.?JcAR* 
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In another part we are prefented with the piSure of 
a man moft virtuous and upright, who, for the trial and 
cxercife of his fortitude and patience, is hurled down 
from the fummits of felicity, into the loweft depths of 
-diflrefs and defpair. Were ever forrow, and mifery, and 
compaffidn, exprefled more forcibly and feelingly, than 
by the behaviour of his friends, who when they firft 
difcovered him in this altered condition, deflitute, af- 
flided, tormented, *^ fat down with him upon the 
" ground feven days, and feven nights 5 and none fpake 
" a word unto him^ for they faw that his grief was very 
•* great.*' Let us candidly confefs, that this noble paf- 
fage is. equal, if not fuperior to that celebrated defcrip- 
tion of parental forrow in ^fchylus j where that vene- 
rable father of tragedy, whofe fire and enthufiafm fome- 
times force him forwards to the very borders of impro- 
bability, has in this inflance juftly reprefented Niobe 
fitting difconfolately three days together upon the tomb 
of her children, covered with a veil, and obferving a 
profound filence. Such iilences are fomething more af- 
feeling, and-moie ftrongly expreflive of paifton, than the 
moll artful fpeeches. In Sophocles, when*the unfor- 
tunate Deianira difcovers her miflake in having f«M a 
poifoned veftment to her hufband Hercules, her fur- 
prize and for row are unfpeakable, and (he ^nfwers not 
iier fon who acquaints her with the difafter, but goes oS 
the flage without uttering a fyllable. A writer unac- 
quainted with nature and the heart, would have put it 
into her mouth twenty florid jambics, in which fhe 
would bitterly have bewailed her misfortunes, and 
informed the fpeftators that flic was going to die. 

In reprefenting like the defolal\oti*2kiv^ ^^^T>aLS>Cv^^^^ 
the cities o£ Babylon and Tyte, tVvefc ^^\s\&l -«*tv\.^^^ 
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have afforded many inftances of true pathos. One of 
them exprefles the extreme diflrefs occaiioned by a far 
mine, by this moving circumftance ; *^ The tongue of; 
*' the fucking child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth 
** for thirft ^ the young children afk bread, and n« man 
*' break«th it unto them y the hands of the pitiful wo- 
*^ men have fodden their own children," Which ten- 
der and affeding ftroke reminds me of the pidure of a 
facked city by Arlftides the Theban, on which we have 
fo often gazed with inexprefhble delight : that great 
artift has expr^jfled the concern ot a bleeding and dy^ 
ing mother, lei|l her infant, who is creeping to her fide, 
ihould lick the blood that flows from her breaft, and 
miftake it for her milk. 

In the ninth book of the Iliad, Homer Veprefents the 
hortors of a conquered city, by faying, that her heroes 
ihould be flaln, her palaces overthrown, her matrons ra.- 
vi(hed, and her whole race enflaved. But one of the& 
JewUh poets^ by a iingle circumflance, has far more 
emphatically pointed out the utter defolation of Baby- 
lon? ^* I will make a man more precious than fine 
*^ gold ^ e^ei^a fingle perfon, than the golden wedge of 

"jfeyr.*^ 

what feems to be particularly excellent in theCe 
writers, is their feleflion of fuch adjjunds and circum- 
fiances upon each fubjed, as are befl calculated to 
Arike the imagination and embelliih their defcriptions. 
Thus, they think it not enough to fay ** that Babylon, 
** the glory of kingdoms, fhall never more be inhar 
•' bited >'* but they add a pi6lurefque ilroke, ** neither 
*< (hall the Arabian pitch his tent there : the wild 
^' bea/ts o£ the iiland (hall cry in their defolate houfes, 
/' ^d dragons in Xh%ix pleafai^t places.'*'* 
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You hare heard me frequently obferve, how much 
vifioiis,. or images, by which a writer feems to behold 
obje£ls that are abfent, or even non-exiflent, contribute 
to the^true fublimc. For this reafon I have ever ad« 
mired Minerva's fpeech in the fifth book of the Iliad, 
where (he tells her favourite Diomede, **• that fhe wilL 
** purge his eyes from the mills of mortality, and give 
** him power clearly to difcern the gods that were, at 
** that- time abiding the Trojans, that he might not 
** be guilty of the impiety of wounding any of the cc- 
** LeAial beings, Venus excepted." Obferve the fuT 
perior flrength and livelinefs of the following image : 
" Jehovah,'' the tutelar God of the Jews, " opened 
'* the eyes of the young man, and he faw ^ and behold, 
'^ the mountain was fullof horfes,.and chariots of fire 
" round about him !" 

Do we ftart and tremble, and turn pale, when Oref- ^ 
tes exclai^ns that the furies are ruihing forward to feize 
him ? and (hall we be lefs affedled with the writer, who 
breaks out into the following queflion ? *i Who is this 
*^ that Cometh from £dom with dyed garments from 
" Bofra 'y this that is glorious in his appa]:pl, travelling 
** in the greatnefa of hi» flrength ?"— It is the aren- 
^ng. God of the oppreflled Jews, whom the poet ima- 
gines he beholds, and whofe anfwer follows^ ^* I that 
*' am mighty to fave." Wherefore," rcfumes the 
poet^ '^ arrthou red in thine apparel, and thy garments 
** like him that treadeth in the wine-fat ?" " I have 
** trodden the wine-prefi alone," anfwers the God^ 
" and of the people there were none with me > for I 
*' will tread them in mine angei*, and trample them In. 
'* my fury, and their blood fhall be fpriakled ui^qw tcl^ 
/* ffrmcntSy and I wUl ftaia a[\\ m^ twactxr K»r8^^'«- 
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writer, full of the idea of that dcftniftion with which 
his country was threatencd^^ries^ut, " How long (hall 
^* I fee the ilandard, and hear the found of the trum- 
" pet !" And to reprefent total defolation, he ima- 
gines he fees the univerfe reduced to its primitive 
chaos : *S I heheld the earth, and lo ! it was without 
^' form and void ^ and the heavens, and thej had no 
«* light." 

Above >11, 1 am marvelloufly ftruck with the beauty 
and boldnefs of the Profpopaeias, and the rich variety 
of comparifens, with which every page of thefe extra- 
ordinary writings abound. When I (hall have pointed 
out a few of thefe to your. view, I (hall think your cu- 
riofity will be fufficiently excited to perufe the book it- 
{elf from which they are drawn. And do not fuffer 
yourfelf to be prejudiced againfl it, by the reproaches, 
raillery, and &tire, which I know my friend and difci- 
ple Porphyry is perpetually pouring upon the Jews, 
FarewelL 
Z 
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Ha nugaferia ducent 



- ■ I n mala derifum, Hoii. 

Trifles fuch as thefe 
To ferious mifchiefs lead. Francis. 

To the Adventurer. 
SIR, 

Though there are many calamities to which all m< 
^c equally expofed, yet fomc fpecies of intelleftual d 
firefs are thought to be peculiar to the vicious. Tl: 
various ^vils of difcafe and poverty, pain and forrov 
aic frequently derived from others j but (hame ar 
confufion are fuppofed to proceed from ourfelves, ar 
to be incurred only by the mifcondu^l which they pi 
ni(h. This fuppoiition is indeed fpecious \ but I a; 
convinced by the flrongefl evidence that it is not true 
I can oppofe experience to theory \ and as it will aj 
pear that I fu£fer confiderable lofs by my teHimony, 
muft b^^ allowed to have the moil diflinguifhing ch: 
ra^leriflic of fincerity. 

That every man is happy in proportion ^."^ \vfc vs n\ 
tuQus^ was once my favourite priuc\^\^ \ 1 ^^v^»s:.t^ 
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defended it in all companies ^ and as the laft effort of 
my genius in its behalf, I contrived a feries of events 
by which it was illuflrated and eflabliflied : and that I 
might fubftitute a£^ion for narrative, and decorate fen- 
timent with the beauties of poetry, I regulated my 
ftory by the rules of the drama, and with great appli- 
cation and labour wrought it into a tragedy. 

When it was finifhed, I fate down like Hercules af- 
ter his labours, exulting in the paft, and enjoying the 
future by anticipation. I read it to every fnend who 
favoured me with a vifit, and when I went abroad, I al- 
ways put it into my pocket. Thus it became known, 
to a circle that was always iiicreafing; and was at 
length mentioned with fuch commendation to a very 
great lady, that (he was pleafed to favour me with a 
meffage, by which I. was^ invited' to breakfafl at nine. 
t\t next morning, and acquainted that a {el6&. compa- 
ny would then expedt the pleafure of hearing me read 
my play- 

The delight that I received from the contemplation 
ef my performance, the encomium of my friends, and 
efpecially this mefiage, was in my opinion an experi- 
mental proof df my principles, and a reward of my 
merit. I refleded with great felf-complaccnce, upon 
the general complaint that genius was without patro- 
nage ; and concluded, that all who had been neglefted 
were unworthy of notice. I believed that- my own 
elevation was not* only certain but near \ and that the 
reprefentation of my play would be fecured by a mef- 
fage to the manager, which would render the mortify- 
ing drudgery of felicitation and attendance imneceiTary: 

Elated with thefe expeftations, I rofe early in the 
morning, and being dreffsd Wg btfoxt \X '««^ >A«ifc \xv 
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kt out, I amufed myfelf by repeating the favourite paC* 
fages of my tragedy aloud, forming polite anfwers to 
the compliments that fhould be made,. and adjufling the 
ceremony of my vifit. 

I obferved the time appointed with fuch pundiuality^ 
^at I knocked at the door while the clock was flrik* 
ing. Orders had been g^ven for my admittance ^ and 
the porter being otherwife engaged^ it happened that 
the fervant whofe place it was to introduce me, opened 
the door in his .(lead, and upon hearing my name, . ad- 
vanced. diredUy, before me into the room 4 fo that' no 
difcovery was made of an enormous queue of brown 
paper, which fome mifchievous brat had with a crooked 
pin hung between the two locks of my major periwig. 
I followed the valet into a magnificent apartment,, 
where, after I had got within a very large Indiaa. 
fcreen, I found five ladies and a gentleman. 

I was a little difconcerted in my firli addrefs, by the 
refpedl that was fhewn me, and the ouriofity with whicU% 
I was regarded: however, I made my general obeif. 
ance, and addreding myfelf in particular to the elder of 
the ladies, whom 1 confidered as my patronefs, I ex-» 
prefled my fenfe of the honour (he had done me, in a. 
(hort fpeech which I had preconceived for the purpofe j 
but I was immediately informed, that the lady whofe 
favour I had acknowledged was not yet come down : 
this miflake increafed my confufion 3 for as I could not 
again repeat the fame words, I refleded, that I fhould 
be at laft unprepared for the occafion on which they 
were to have been ufed. The company all his while 
continued (landing : I therefore haftily turned about, 
to reconnoitre my chair y but themom^wX\.^^&^<^'^^^ 
I perceived every oac labouniig to ttv^^ "at \«»j^* ^ 
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inftantly fufpeAed that I had committed fome ridicu- 
lous indecorum, and I attempted to apologize for I 
knew not what offence j but after fome hefitation, my 
extreme fenfibility ftruck me fpeechlcfs. The gentle- 
man, however, kindly difcovered the caufe of their 
merriment, by exclaiming againft the rude licentiouf- 
nefs of the vulgar, and at the fame time taking from 
behind me the pendulous reproach to the honours of 
my head. This difcovery afforded me inexpreflible re- 
lief 5 my paper ramellie was thrown into the fire, and 
I joiiied in the laugh which it produced : but I waa 
Hill embarraflcd by the confequences of my miftake, 
and expe£led the lady by whom I had been invited, 
with folicitude and apprehenfion. 

When (lie came in, the deference with which fhe 
was treated by perfons who were fo much my fuperiors, 
ftruck me with awe ; my powers of recollection were 
fufpended, and I refolVed to exprefs my fentiments only 
by the lownefs of my bow and the diftance of my be- 
haviour : I therefore haftily retreated backward ; and 
at the fame time bowing with the moft profound reve- 
rence, unhappily overturned the fcreen, which in its 
fall threw down the brcakfaft table, broke all the chi- 
na, and crippled the lap-dog. In the midft of this ruin 
I ftood torpid in filence and amazement, ftunned with 
the flirieks of the ladies, the yelling of the dog, and the 
clattering of the china : and while I confidered myfelf 
as the author of fuch complicated mifchief, I believe I 
felt as keen anguifh as he, who with a halter: about his 
neck looks up, while the other end of it is fattening to 
a jribbet. 
The fcreen^ iowever, was footv xe^Wed, ?iivd the 
broken cblna removed J and though \\i^ do^ V?^^ \^k 
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principal objeft of attention, yet the lady fomctimes ad- 
verted to me : fhe politely deiired that I would con- 
iidcr the accident as of no confequence ^ the china, (he 
faid, wat a trifle, and (he hoped Pompcy was more 
frighted than hurt. I made fome apology, but with 
great confufion and incoherence : at length, however, 
we were again feated, and breakfaft was brought in. 

I was extremely mortified to perceive, that the dif- 
courfe turned wholly upon- the virtues of Pompey, and 
the confequences of his hurt : it was examined with 
great attention and folicitude, and found to be a razure 
of the fkin the whole length of one of his fore-legs. 
After fome topical application, his cuihion was placed 
in the corner by his lady, upon which he lay down, and 
indeed whined piteouily. 

I was beginning to recover from my perplexity, and 
bad jttft made an attempt to introduce a new fubjedt of 
converfatioui when cafeing my eye downward I was a- 
gain thrown into extreme confufion, by feeii^ fome- 
thing'hang from the fore-part of my chair, wjiich I ima- 
gined to be a pottion of my fhirt j though indeed it 
was no other than the corner of a napkin on whicif I 
fat, and which, during the confufion produced by the 
fall of the (creen, had been left on the chair. 

My cmbarraffment was foon difcovered, though tly 
caufe was miflaken : and the lady hoping to remove it, 
by giving me an opportunity to difplay my abilities 
without the reftraint . of cercraoay, requcfted that I 
would now give her the pleafure which fhe had impa- 
tiently expefted, and read my play. 

My play, therefore, I was obliged to produce, and 
having found an opportunity VvaftWy \o \i>BXXii\x m*^ "^^ 
corner of th^ napkin while the mi!ci\i£ct\^X\a:^ ^^^^^^ ^^ 
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my lap, I began to read : and though my voice was at 
firfl languid, tremulous, and irrefolutey yet my attention 
was at length drawn from my dtuation to my fubje^ ^ I 

« 

pronounced with great empha£s and propriety, and I 
began to watch for the effcds which. 1 expected to 
produce upon ray auditors^ but! wa» extremely mor- 
tified to find, that whenever I paufed to give room for 
a remark ot encomium, the interval wa5 filled with an 
ejaculation of pity for the dag^ who ftill continued t9 
whine upon his cufhion, and was lamented in thefe af* 

feftionate and pathetic terma * * Ah. ! poor, dear, 

** pretty, little creature.'* 

It happened however, that by fome incidents in the 
fourth W&. the paflioas-were apparently interefted, and 
I was jufl exulting in my fuccefs, when the lady wh« 
fkt next me unhappily opening her fiiu£F-box, which was 
not effedted without fome difficulty, the dufl that £kw 
up threw me into a. fit o£ fiieezisgi which inilantljF 
caufed my upper lip to put me again out of counte*> 
nance : I U^ereforehailily felt for my handkerchief, and 
it was not with lefs emotion than if I had feen a ghoft^ 
that I difcovered it had been picked out of my pocket. 
In the mean time the opprobrious eflfufion defcended 
like an icicle to my chin } and the eyes of the com- 
pany, which this accident had drawn upon me, were 
BOW turned away, with looks which ihewed that their 
pity was not proof ^gainft the ridicule of my diilrefs. 
What I fu£fered at this moment, cau neither be expref- 
fed nor conceived : I turned my head this way and that 
in the angui(h of my mind, without knowing what I 
Ibught^ and at laft holding up my manufcript before 
nty/ice, I wsis compelled to makfi ufe oi\.\v^ tivd^o^TK^ 
Mf^cklotb, which I again buttoned into. laYbo^oxn:. Mr 
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ter many painful efforts I proceeded in my le£^ure, and 
again fixed the attention of my hearers. The fourth 
a^ was finifhedy and they expreffed great impatience to 
hear the cataftrophe :. I therefore began the fifth with 
freih confidence and vigour y but before I had 
read a page, I was interrupted by two gentlemen 
of great quality, profeffors of Buckifm, who came with 
a defigato wait upon the ladies to anau6lion. 

I rofe up with the reft of the company when they 
came in ^ but what was my aftonifhment, to perceive 
the napkin, which I had unfortunately fecuf ed by one 
comer, hang down from my waift to the ground I From 
this dilemma, however, I was delivered by the noble 
Buck who floods nearefl to me, who, fwearing an oath 
of aftonifhment, twitched the napkin from me, and 
throwing it to the fervant, told him that he had re- 
deemed it from the rats, who were dragging it by de- 
grees into a place where he. would never havje looked 
for it. The yoimg ladies were fearce lefs confounded 
at this accident than 1 5 zni the noble matfion herfelf 
was fomewhat difconcerted : (he faw my extreme con<^ 
fufion } andt bought fit to apologize for her confines be- 
haviour : " He is a wild boy. Sir," fays (he, " he play si 
** thefe tricks with every body j but it is his way, and 
" nobody nunds it." When we. were once more feated, 
the Bucks, upon the peremptory refufal of the ladies 
to go out, declared they would day and hear the lad 
a^ of my tragedy ^ I was therefore requeded to go on. 
But my fpirits were quite exhauded by -the violent agi- 
tation of my mind ^ and I was intimidated by the pre- 
fence of two perfons, who appeared to confider me and 
my performance as objects only of merrlmtvxt ^iQkdC^^xx» 
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f would gladly have renounced all that in the morning 
had been the objeft of my hope, to recover the digni- 
ty which I had already loft in my own eflimation ; and 
nad fcarce any wifh but to return without any further 
difgrace into the quiet (hades of obfcurity. The ladies, 
however, would take no denial, and I was at length 
obliged to comply. 

I was* much pleafed and furprifed at the attention 
with which my new auditors feemed to liften as I went 
on : the dog was now filent } I increafed the pathos of 
my voice in proportion as I afcended the climax of dif- 
trefs, and flattered myfelf that poetry and truth would 
be fHll vidorious : but jufl at this criiis, the gentle- 
man, who had difengaged me from the napkin, defired 
me to flop half a moment ; fomething, he faid, had juft 
flarted into his mind, which if he did not communicate 
he might forget : then turning to his companion, 
*' Jack,'' fays he, " there was fold in Smithfield no 
" longer ago than lafl Saturday, the largeft ox that 
** ever I beheld in my life," The ridicule of this ma- 
licious apoflrophe was fo flriking, that pity and decorum 
gave way, and my patronnefs herfelf burfl into laugh- 
ter : upon me, indeed, it produced a very different ef- 
feft : for if he had been detedled in an unfuccefsful at- 
tempt to pick a pocket, I could not have felt more 
ihame, confufion and anguifh. The laughter into which 
the company had been furprized, was, however, imme- 
diately fuppreffed, and a fevere cenfure pafled upon the 
perfon who produced it. To atone for the mortifica- 
tion which I had fuffered, the ladies expreffed the ut- 
moft impatience to hear the conclufion, and I was en- 
couraged by repeated encomiums to ^locced^ but 
though I once mox^ attempted to lecoVL^^ rn^ltXl, ^tv^ 
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again began the fpeech in which I had been inter- 
rupted, yet my thoughts were flill diflradled j my 
voice faltered, and I had fcarce breath to finifh the 
firft period. 

This was remarked by my tormentor the Buck, who 
fuddenly &atched the manufcript out my hands, declared 
that I did not do my play juftice, and that he would fin- 
i(h it himfelf* He then began to read ^ but the eflfec- 
ted gravity of his countenance, the unnatural tone of 
his voice, and the remembrance of his late anecdote of 
the ox, excited fenfations that were incompatible both 
with pity andjterror, and rendered me extremely wretch- 
ed by keeping the company perpetually on the brink 
of laughter. 

In the adion of my play, virtue had been fuftained 
by her own dignity, and exulted in the enjoyment of 
intellectual and independent happinefs, during a feries of 
external calamities that terminated in death ^ and vice, 
by the fuccefs of her own projects, had been betrayed 
into (hame, perplexity and confufion. Thefe events 
were. indeed natural 5 and therefore I poetically infer- 
red, with all the confidence of demonftration, that '' the 
** torments of Tartarus, and the felicity of Elyiium^ 
** were not neceffary to the juIHfication of the Gods 5 
** fince whatever inequality might be pretended in 
^^ the diflribution of externals, peace U ilill the prero- 
*^ gative of virtue, and intelledlual mifery can be in<« 
" fliaed only by guilt." 

But the intelle6lual mifery which I fuffered at the 
very moment when this favourite fentiment was read, 
produced an irrifiilable convidion that it was falfe; be- 
caufe, except the dread of that pumftvia^nX -r^VvOc^Vwi.^ 
indircdljr deiued, I felt all tlae toimtxvX. t^'^X c^\^^\i^ 
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inflided by guilt. In the profecntion of an andeftftk« 
iflg which I believed to be virtuous, peace had been 
driven from my heart, by the concurrence of accident 
with the vices of others •, and the mifery that I fuffer- 
edy fuddenly propagated itfelf : for not only enjoy- 
ment but hope was now at an end ^ my play, upon 
which both had depended, was overturned from its 
foundation j and I was fo much affected that I took 
my leave with the abrupt hafte of diflrefs and per- 
plexity. I had no < concern about what fhould be faid 
of me when I was departed ^ and, perhaps,*at the mo- 
ment when I went out of the houfe, there was not in 
the world any human being more wretched than myfel^. 
The next morning, when I refled^ed coolly upon thefe 
events, I would willingly have reconciled my experience 
with my principles, even at the expence of my morals. 
I would have fuppofed that my defire of approbation was 
inordinate, and that a virtuous indifference about the 
opinion of others would have prevented all my diftrefs j 
but I was compelled to acknowledge, that to acquire 
this indifference was not poffible, and that no man be- 
comes vicious by not effed^ing impoffibilities : there 
may be heights of virtue beyond our reach ^ but to be 
vicious, we mufl either do fomething from which we 
have power to abflain, or negledb fomething which we 
have power to do : there remained, therefore, no ex- 
pedient to recover any part of the credit I had lofl, but 
fetting a truth, which I had newly difcovered by 
means fo extraordinary, in a new light ; and with this 
view I am a.candidate for a place in the Adventurer. 

I am, SIR, your's, h'c. 
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^ifquefuos patimur Manes. Virol 

Zach has his lot, and bears the £at€ he drew. 
SIR, rieet^ May 6. 

In confequtfnce of my engagements, I addrefs yoii 
once more from the habitations ofmifery. In this place, 
from which bufinefs and pleafure ace equally excluded, 
and in which our only employment and diverfion is to 
hear the narratives of each other, I might much fooner 
have gathered materials for a letter, had I not hoped to 
have been reminded of ray promife : but fince I find 
myfelf placed in the regions of oblivion, where I am no 
lefs neglefted by you than by the reft of mankind, I re- 
folved no longer to wait for felicitation, but ftole early 
this evening from between gloomy fuUennefs and ri- 
otous merriment, to ^ve you an account of part of my 
companions. 

One of thfe moft eminent members of our chib is Mr. 
Edward Scamper, a man of whofe name the Olympic 
heroes would not have been afhamed. Ned was born 
to a fmall eftate, which he determined to improve \ and 
therefore, as foon as he became of agc^iaoti^^^d^'^sx. 
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of his land to buy a mare and flallion, and bred horfes 
. for the courfe. He was at firft very fuccefsful, and 
gained feveral of the king's plates, as he is now every 
day boafting, at the expence of very little more than 
ten times their value. At lad, however, he difcovered, 
that vi6lory brought him more honour than profit j rc- 
folving, therefore, to be rich as well as illuftrious, he 
replenifhed his pockets by another mortgage, became 
on a fudden a daring better, and refolving not to trufl 
a jockey with his fortune, rode his horfe himfelf, dif- 
tanced two of his competitors the firil heat, and at lall 
won the race, by forcing his horfe on a defcent at full 
fpeed, at the hazard of his neck. His eflate was thus 
repaired, and fome friends that had no fouls advifed him 
to give over j but Npd now knew the way to riches, 
and therefore without ciiution increafed his expences. 
From this hour he talked and dreamed of nothing but a 
horfe race 5 and riiing foon to the fummit of equeilrian 
reputation, he was conftantly expefted on every courfe, 
divided all his time between lords and jockies, and, as 
the unexperienced regulated their betts by his example, 
gained a great deal of money by laying openly on one 
horfe and fecretly on the other. Ned was now fo furc 
of growing rich, that he involved his eflate in a third 
mortgage, borrowed money of all his friends, and 
rifqued his whole fortune upon Bay-Lincoln. He 
mounted with beating heart, ftartcd fair, and won the 
firft heat .5 but in the fecond, as he was pufhing againft 
the foremoft of his rivals, his girth brokCj his fhoulder 
wasdiflocated, and before he was difmifled by the fur- 
geon, two bailiffs faflcned upon him, and he faw New- 
market no more. His daily amufement for four years 
has been to blow the fignal fox daito^, \o icvaJs.^ im-j.- 
3 ^^"^^1 
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ginary matcliesy to repeat the pedigree of Bay-Lincoln, 
and to form refolutions againfl trufting another groom 
with the choice of his girth. 

The next in feniority is Mr. Timothy Snug, a man 
of deep contrivance and impenetrable fecrec^. His 
father died with the reputation of more wealth than he 
pofleflied^Tim, therefore, entered the world with a 
reputed . fortune of ten thoufand pounds* Of this he 
very well knew that eight th«ofand was imaginary : 
but being a man of refined policy, and kno\ying how 
much honour is annexed to riches, he refolved never 
to dete^ his own poverty ^ but furnifhed his houfe 
with elegance, (battered his money with profufion, en- 
couraged every fcheme of codly pleafiire, fipol^i of 
petty loflies with negligence, and on the day befofre an 
execution entered his doors, had proclaimed at a public 
t-able his refolution to be jolted no longer in a hackney- 
coach. 

Another of my companions is the magnanimous J^ck 
Scatter, the fon of a country gentleman, who having 
no other care than to leave him rich, confidered that 
literature could not be had without expence ^ mailers 
would not teach for nothing ^ and when a book was 
bought and read, it would fell for little. Jack was 
therefore taught to read and write by the butler 5 and 
when this acquifition was made, was left to pafs his days 
in the kitchen and the flable, where he heard no crime 
cenfured but covetoufnefs and didrufl of poor honcfl 
fervants, and where all the pralfe was beftowed on good 
houfekeeping and a free heart. At the death of his 
father, Jack fet himfclf to retrieve the honour of his fa- 
mily : he abandoned his cellar to tlie butler, ordered 
his groom to provide hay and corn ^X ^&:tt\AOTi,\.ciO^ 

Vol. IL F Vv:. 
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bis lioiifekeepcf's word for the expences of the 
kitchen, allowed all his fervants to do their work hj 
deputies, permitted his domeflics to keep his houfe 
open to their relations and acquaintance, and in ten 
years was conveyed hither, without having purchafed 
by the loft of his patrimony either honour or plea^ire, 
^r obtained any other gr^ification than that of having 
corrupted the neighbouring villagers by luxury and 
idlenefs. 

Dick Serge was a draper in Comhill, and paffed 
eight years in profperous diligence, without any care 
jbut to keep his books, or any ambition but to be is 
time an alderman ^ but then, by fome unaccoimtable 
revolution in his underftandin^, he became enamoured 
of wit and humour, defpifed the converfation of pedlars 
and flockjobbers, and rambled every night to the re- 
gions of gaiety, in queft of company fiiited to his tafte* 
The wits at firfl flocked about him for fport, and after- 
wards for intereft *, fome found their way into his books^ 
and fome into his pockets ^ the man of adventure was 
equipped from his (hop for the purfuit of a fortune 3 
and he had fometimes the honour to have his fecurit^ 
accepted when his fnends were in diftreft. Elated 
with thefe affociations, he foon learned to negleft his . 
(hop 5 and haying drawn his money out of the funds 
to avoid the neceflity of teazing men of honour for 
trifling debts, he has been forced at lail to retire hi* 
iriier, till his friends can procure him a pofl at court. 

Another that joins in the fame mcfs is Bob Cornice^ 

whofe life has been fpent in fitting up a houfe. About 

ten years ago Bob purchafed'Hhe country habitation of 

^a bankrupt : the mere (hell of a building. Bob holds 

^to ,grt^ matter, the luftdc is t\it Xt& t4 ^le^wvcer. 
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Of tfais;.hoiife he was no fooner mailer than he fum- 
Moned twenty workmen to his affiftance, t6re up the 
floors and laid them anew, dripped off the wainfcoty 
drew the windows from their frames, altered the difpo- 
fittoQ ct doofs and fire places, and caft the whole fa- 
bric into H new form : his next care was to have his 
iceilings painted, his pannels guilt, and his chimney- 
pieces carved : every thing was executed hy the ahleft 
hands : Bob's bufinefs was to follow the workmen with 
H microfbope, and call upon them to retouch their per- 
formances, and heighten excellence to perfedion. The 
reputation of his houfe now brings round him a daily 
confluence of vifitants, and every one tells him of fome * 
elegance which he has hitherto overlooked, fbme con- 
venience not yet procured, or fome new mode in orna*^ 
ment or farniture. Bob, who had no wifh but to be 
admired, nor any guide but the fafhion, thought every 
thing beautiful in proportion as it was new, and confi- 
dered his work as unfinifhed, while any obferver could 
fagged an addition*^* fome alteration was therefore every 
day made, without any other motive than the charms 
of novelty. A tratellcr at lad fuggeded to him the 
convenience of a grotto : Bob immediately ordered 
the mount of his garden to be excavated ^ and having 
Isud out a large fum in (hells and minerals, was bufy in 
regulating the difpoiition of the colours and ludres, 
when two gentlemen, who had afked permidion to his 
gardens, prefented him a writ, and led him off to lefs 
elegant apartments. 

I know not. Sir, whether among this fraternity of 
forrow you will think any much to be pitied \ nor in- 
deed do many of them appear to {o\ic\\. coTa^^^\^tv> 
for thejr gcaerally applaud their own coTid>3i&i "mA ^«V 
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pife thofe whom want of tafle or fpirits fuffers to grow 
rich. It were happj if the prifons of the kingdom were 
filled only with charaders like thefe, men whom prof- 
|)erit7 could not make ufeful, and whom ruin cannot 
lOake wife : but there arc among us many who raife 
different fenfations, many that owe their prefent mifery 
to the fedudtions of treachery, the flrokes of cafualty, 
or the tendernefs of pity > many wh'ofe fufferings dii- 
grace fociety, and whofe virtues would adorn it : of 
.thefe, when familiarity (hall have enabled me to recount 
their dories without horror, you may exped another 
narrative from, 

S I R, 
T Tour moft humble feirant, 

MISAGYRUS. 
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Senfim labefaBa cadebat 



Religio ' Claudianus, 

■ His confidence in heav'n 
Sunk by degrees— 

If a reclufe morallft^ who Speculates in a cloyfler, 
ihould fuppofe every pra6tice to be infamous in pro- 
portion as it is allowed to be criminal^ no man would 
wonder : but every man who is acquainted with life^ 
and is able to lubflitute the dilcoveries of experience for 
the dedu&ions of reafon, knpws that he would be mif-. 
taken. 

Lying is generally allowed to be lefs criminal than 
adultery ; and yet it is known to xender a man much 

I 

more infamous and contemptible^ for he who would 
modeftly acquiefce in an imputation of adultery as a 
compliment, would refent that of a lie as an infult, for 
which life only could atone. Thus are men tamely led 
hoodwinked by cuftom, the creature of their own fol- 
ly, and while imaginary light flafhes under the bandage 
which excludes the reality, they fondly believe that 
they behold the fun. 
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Lying, however, does not incur mor^ infamy than i^ 
dcferves, though other viceS incur lefs, 1 have beforC: 
remarked, that there are fome practices, which, though 
they degrade a man to the lowed clafs of moral charac- 
ters, do yet imply fome natural fuperiority j byt lying is^ 
on the contrary, always an implication of weaknefs and 
defe£l. Slander is the rcveage of a coward, and diffi- 
mulation his defence 5 lying boads are the fligma of im^ 
potent ambition, of obfcurity without merit, and pridc^ 
totally deilitute of intellcdual dignity : and eren lies, 
of apology imply indifcretiou or ruHicity, ignorance,^ 
folly, or indecorum. 

But ther^ is equal turpitujc, and yet greater mean- 
nefs, in thofe forms of fpeech which deceive without di'- 
re6^ falfehood. The crime is committed wi^h greater 
deliberation, as it requires more contriva;pce j and by^ 
the offeivlers the ufe of l^gaage is totally perverted * 
they conceal a meaning oppofite to that which they ex** 
jprefs } their fpeech is a kind of riddle propounded fot- 
sn evil purpofi; ; and as they may, therefore, be pro^*. 
perly diftinguifhed by the name of Sphinxes, ther^ 
would not perhaps be much caufe for regret, if, like thc„ 
fixft ;paonfter of the nazx^f , th^v fhould break tUoiSf sKl 
upon the folutica of their enigmaijs. 

I,z4^re£^ Uts more eSe^ually than others deilroy that 
mutual confidence, which is faid to be the band of fo- 
ciety : they are .more frequently repeated,, becaufe they, 
are not prevented by the dread of detef^ion : and he 
who has obtained a virtuous character is not always be-. 
Keved, becaufe we know not but that he may have been 
jDerfuaded by the fophiflry of folly, that to deceive is 
i2ot to licy and that there i^ a cettam iji^cKqfcx, vel '^Vivck. 
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truth may be violated without incurring either guilt or 
fliame. 

But lying however praftifed, does, like every other 
▼ice, ultimately difappoint its own purpofe : " A lyi^g 
** tongue i$ but for a moment." Detraftion, when it 
is difcovered to be falfe, confers honour^ and dKHmula- 
tion provokes refentment } the falfe boafl incurs con- 
tempt, and the falfe apology aggravates the offence. 

I& it not, therefore, aftoniihing, that a pra£tice, for 
whatever reafon, fo univerfally infamous and unfucccfs- 
iiil^ (hould not be more generally and fcrupulouflj 
avoided ? To think, is to renounce it t and, that I ma/ 
fix the attention of my readers a little longer upon the 
fiibjed, I (hall relate a ftory, which, perhaps, by thofe 
who have much fenfibility^ will not foon be forgotten. 

Charlotte and Maria- were educated together at an- 
eminent boarding-^fchool near London : there was little' 
differenct in their age, and their perfonal accompli(h- 
Skents were equal: but though their families were of 
the fame rank, yet, as Charlotte was an only chUd, (he 
was confiderably fuperior in fortune. 

Soon after they were taken home, Charlotte was ad- 
dreffed by Captain Freeman, who, befides his commif*- 
€oii in the guards, had a fmall paternal eftate : but as 
her friends hoped for a more advantageous match, the- 
Captain was defired to forbear his vifits, and the lady 
to think of him no more. After fome ft^itlefs ftruggles 
they acquiefced j but the diTcontent of both was fo ap- 
parent, that it was thought expedient to remove Mi(s 
into the country. She was fent to her aunt, the Lady 
Meadows, who, with her daughter, lived tetvt^d •a.wiNft; 
family feat, more than on« hundred Ta&^% 'Kv^'acoX^'ta^^ 
t6tf metropolis. After (he had teamed Va\\u.% dx^w? ^^ 

¥ 4 ^^^^ 
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litude from April to Auguft, (he was furprifed with a 
vifit from her father, who brought with him Sir James 
ForreA, a young gentleman who had jull fucceeded to 
a baronets title, and a very large eflate in the fame 
county. Sir James had good^nature and good-fenfe, an 
agreeable perfon, and an eafy addrefs : Mifs was infen- 
iibly pleafed with his company ^ her vanity, if not her 
love, had a new obje£l ^ a defire to be delivered from 
a flate of dependence and obfcurity, had almoil abforb- 
ed all the reft ^ and it is no wonder that this defire was 
gratified, when fcarce any other was felt) or that 
in complianee with the united folicitations of her 
friei\ds, and her lover, (he fuffered herfelf within a few 
weeks to become a lady and a wife. They continued 
in the country till the beginning of Oflober, and then 
came up to London, having prevailed upon her aunt to 
accompany them, that Mifs Meadows, with whom the 
bride had contra6led an intimate friendfliip, might 
be gratified with the diverfions of the town during the 
winter. 

C^tain Freeman, when he heard that Mifs Char- 
lotte was married, immediately made propofals of mar- 
riage to Maria,-with whozd he became acquainted dur->- 
ing his vifits to her frien4> and foon after married her. 

The friendihip of the two young ladies feemed to 
btt rather increafed than diminifhed by their marriage^ 
they were always of the fame party both in the private 
and public diverfions of the feafon, and vifited each 
other without the formalities of mefiages and drefs. 

But neither Sir James nor Mrs. Freeman could re- 
^eSt without uncafinefs upon the frequent interviews 
which this familiarity and conftdenct i^xod\ieed.>at.VNttxv 
^pv^r^nd bU miftrefs, wliom force oiA^ V^d ^\v^^^% 
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and though of thefe interviews they were themfclves 
witnefles, yet Sir James infenlibly became jealous of 
his lady, and Mrs. Freeman of her hufband. 

It happened ia the May following, that Sir James 
went about ten miles out of town to be prefcnt at the 
election of a member^ of parliament for the county, and 
was not expe6led to return till the next day. In the 
evening his lady took a chair and vifited Mrs. Free- 
man : the reft of the company went away early, the 
Captain was upon guard. Sir James was out of town, 
and the two ladies after fupper fate down to piquet, and 
continued the game without once refle£ling upon the 
hour, till three in the morning. Lady For re ft would 
then have gone home y but Mrs. Freeman, perhaps 
chiefly to conceal a contrary defire, importuned her to 
ftay till the Captain came in, and at length with fome 
reludance (he confented. 

About Rvc the Captain came home, and Lady For- 
reft immediately fent out for a chair : a chair, as it hap- 
pened, could not be procured ; but a hackney-coach be- 
ing brought in its ftead, the Captain infifted upon waitr 
iiig on her ladyfhip home.^ This -flic refufed with fomc 
^motion ; it i& probable that (he ftill regarded the Cap- 
tain with lefs indifference than ftxe wilhed, and was. 
therefore more fenfible of the impropriety of his offer: 
but her reafons for rejefting it, however forcible, be-; 
ing fuch as (lie could not allege, he periifted, ai^ her 
rcfohition was overborne. By this importunate com^ 
plaifance, the Captain had nojtpnly thrown Lady For- 
reft into confufion, but difpleafed his wife : ftie could not, 
however, without unpoKtenefij, oppofe it j and left hei; 
u^afinefs ftjould be dilcovertd, {he^&^^^ ^»xv^<^. 
gence which in fomc degree ieYfet\^^di Vt. \ ^^ ^t^a^t^^ 

F 5 >^«^ 
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that when lie came back he would not dlftarb her, for 
that (he (hould go dire6lly to bed ^ and added, with a 
Jdnd of droufy infenfibility, ^' I am more than half afleep- 
« ah-eady." 

Lady Forrefl and the Captain were to go from the- 
Haymarket to Grofvenor Square. It was about half 
an hour after five when they got Into the coach : 
the- morning was remarkably fine, the late contefthad: 
fhaken offall difpofition to. fleep, and Lady Forreft could, 
not help faying, that (he had much rather take a walk, 
in the Park than go home to bed. The Captain zea- 
loufly exprefled the fame fentiment, and propofed that 
the coach fliould fet them- down at St. James's Gate 
The lady, however, had nearly the fame objedions- 
againil being feen in the Mall without any other- com- 
pany than the Captain, that fhe had againft its being, 
known that they were alone together in a hackney- 
coach : (he, therefore, to extricate hexfelf from this fe- 
cond difficulty, propofed that they fhould call at her &«• 
leer's in Bond-flreet, and take her coufin Meadows^, 
whom (he knew to be^an. early rifcr with them. This* 
proje^ was immediately put in- execution^ butLady- 
Forrefl found her coufin indifpofed with a cold» Whem 
ihe had communicated the dtiign of this early vifit,, 
Mifs Meadows intreated her to give up hei walk.iic 
the Park, |o Aay till' the family rofe, and go home af- 
ter brcakfaft j *•• No,>^ replied Lady Forreft, " I anr 
^* determined up on a walk ;but as 1 muft firft get rid of 
** Captaan Freeman, I wili fend down word that I will. 
•* take your advice." A fervant was accc^dingly dif^ 
patched to acqusunt the Captain, who was waiting be- 
Jo^w^ tbst Mi/s Meadows wa» iiid\i^o&& vod haidlei;!*^ 
^^Sed Lady VontR, lo bxtakfaft*. 
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^uid quifque iiitety nunquam bominijatis. 

Cautum eft in boras. Hor^ 

While danger hourly round us rife| . 
No caution guards us from furprife. 

FftANCISi 

rTHX Captain difcharged the coach \ but being piqued 
it the behaviour of his wife, and feeliug that flow of 
fpirits which ufually returns with the morning, even to 
thofe who have not ileptinthe night, ht had no defire 
to go home, and therefore refblved to ex^oy the £ine» 
morning in the Park alone. - 

Lady Forreft, not doubting, but that the Captain 
would immediately return home, congratulated herfelf 
opon'her deliverance y but at the fame time to indulge 
her deiire of a walk, followed him into the Park. 

The Captain had reached the top of the Mall, and 
turning back,, met her before ihe had advanced two 
hundred yards beyond the -palace. The moment Ihe 
perceived him, the remembrance of her meffage, the 
motives that produced it, the detedion of its falfehood, 
and difcovery of its defign, her difappointment and coa- 
iaovSatb of that very fituation whkYi fti^\«AS» \ss»xX^ 
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reafonto avoid, all concurred to cover her with confu- 
'fion vrhich it was impoilible to hide : pride and good 
4>reeding were, however, flill predominant over truth 
and prudence ; {he was flill zealous to remove from tl^ 
Captain^s mind any fuTpicion of a defign to ihun him, 
and therefore, with an effort perhaps equal to that of a 
hero who fmiles upon the rack, (he affe6led an air of 
gaiety, faid (he was glad to fee hmi,' and as an excufe 
for her meffage and her condu6^, prattled fomething 
-^boutthe ficklenefs of woman's mind, and concluded 
with obferving, that (he changed her's too often ever 
to be mad. By this conduct a setreajt was rendered 
impoffible, and they walked together till between tight 
and nine ^ but the clouds having infenfibly gathered,, 
and a fudden (hower falling jufl as they reached Spring- 
Gardens, they went out inftead of going back ^ and the 
Captain having put the lady into a chair took his 
leave* - 

It happened that Sir James, contrary tO' his firll pur« 
pofe, had returned from his journey, at night. He 
learnt from the fervants, that his lady was gone to Cap- 
tain Freeman^s,. and was fecretly difpleafed that fhe had 
^ made this vifit when he was abfent ; an incident, which, 
however trifling in ilfelf, was by the magic of jealoufy 
fwelled into importance : yet upon recolkdlion he re- 
^rovejl himfelf for this difpleafure, iince the prefcnce 
«f the Captain's lady would fufEciently fecure the hon.. 
our of his own^ While he was ilruggling with thefe 
fiifpicions, they increafed both ia number and ftrength 
in proportion as the night wore away. At one he went 
to bed > but he paffed the night in agonies of terror and 
re/entment, dpubtiiig . wVict\iet the ubfetvce of his lady 
w^s the eSeA of accident, or de(igiv, \\&<iYv\i\^\.o e^itx^ 



Doife and bewildering himfelf in a multitude of extrava.- 
gant fuppofitionSy he rofe again at at break of day ^ 
and after feveral Jiours of fufpence and irrefolution, 
^ 'whether to wait the iflue, or go out for intelligence, 
the reftleflhefs of curioiity prevailed, and about eight 
he fet out for Captsdn Freeman's ^ but left word with 
bis fervants, that he was gone to a neighbouring coffee- 
houfe. 

Mrs. Freeman, whofe affe6led ii^difference and dif- 
£mulation of a defign to go immediately to bed, con- 
tributed to prevent the Captain's return, had during 
his abfeuGe fuffered inexpreflible diiquiet ^ fhe, had in- 
deed, neither intention to go. t(5 bed, nor inclination to 
deep y fhe walked backward and forward in her cham- 
ber, diilraded with jealoufy %nd fufpenfe, till ihe was 
informed that S^r James was below, and deiired to fee 
her. When ihe came down, he difcovered that fhe 
had been in tears ^ his fear was now more alarmed 
than his jealoufy, and he concluded that fome fatal ac- 
cident had befallen his wife ^ but he fooa learnt that 
fhe and the Captain had gone from thence at five, in the 
morning, and that he was not yet returned. Mrs. 
Freeman by Sir James's inquiry, knew that his lady 
had not been at home : her fufpicions, therefore, were 
confirmed •, and in her jealoufy, which to prevent a* 
duel fhe laboured to conceal,' Sir James found new 
caufe for his own. He determined, however, tq 
wait with as much decency as poflible, till the Cap- 
tain came in j and perhaps twa perfbns were ncve;ir 
more embarraffed by- the prefence of each other., 
While breakfafl^was getting ready. Dr. Tattle came to 
pay Mrs. Freeman a mornings vi^t \ wcA X^ >JeiSiNi».~ 
ipeakahle grief both of the lady ^LXidVtx ^'t^ ^^^'^:«!^ 



ifg^ «ffc JsnriimmEii. No. lAf^ 

mediateljT admitted. Do£^or Tattle is otst of thofir 
male goffip» who, in the common opinion, are the moSt 
diverting company in the world. • The Do^or faw 
that Mrs. Freeman was low-fpirited, and made feverat 
efforts to divert her, but without fuccefs : at lad he 
declared with an air of ironical impoKance, that he 
could teU her fuch new» as would make her look grave 
for fbmething ; " The Captain," fays he, " has juft 
** huddled a. lady into a chair, at the door of a bagnio- 
•* near Spring Gardens." He foon perceived, that this- 
l^eech was received with emotions very different from, 
thofe he intended to produce ^^ aiid, therefore, added. 
•* that (he need, not, however, be jealous^ for notvvith- 
.** Handing the manner in which he had related the ia- 
•* cident, the lady was certainly a woman of charafter, 
** as he inflantly difcovered by her mein and appear- 
" ance :" This particular confirmed the fuipicion it 
was intended to remove y and the Do^or finding that 
he was- not fo good company as ufual, took his leave, 
but was met at the door by the Captain, who brought 
Um back. His prefence, however infignificant, im* 
pofed fome reftraint uponthered of the company ^ and- 
Sir James, with asgood an appearance ot jocularity as 
he could affume, aiked the Captain, " Wha^ he had 
•^ done with, his wife.V The Captain, with fome irre- 
fblution, replied^ that "he had left her early in the* 
^ morning at her father's j and that having made ai ' 
•• point of waiting on- her home^.ihe fet down word 
^ that her coufin Meadows was indifpofed, and had 
•• engaged her to brcakfaft." The Captain, who knew 
^othinffoi the anecdote that had been communicated'- 
hjr the I}o&or, judged by appearances \W\. x ^^,% ^ru- 
^cnt thus indireStlj to lif ., by coactalvrv^ x\i^ vcmj^^.^ 



both from Sir James and his wife : he iuppofed, indeed, 
"dxat Sir Jsunes would immediately inquire after his 
wife at her father^s, and learn that ihe did^ not fkiy 
there to hreakfaft ^ bat as it would not follow that they^ 
had been together* he left her to account for her ab« 
fence as (he thought fit, taking for granted. that what 
ke had concealed: (he alfo would conceal^ for the fame 
Tieafons^ or, if (he did not, as he had affirmed nothing 
contrary to truth, he might pretend to have concealed 
it in jeft. Sir James, as foon as he had received this 
intelligence, took his leave wjth fome appearance of 
fatisfa61ion, and was followed by the I>o61or. 

As foon as Mrs. Freeman and the Captain were 
alone, ihe queftioned him. with great earneftnefs about 
the lady whom he had been feen to put into a chair. 
When he had heard that this incident had been related^ 
In the prefence of Sir Js^fties, he was greatly alarmed,, 
lead lady Forrefl Aiould increafe his fufpicions, by at- 
tempting to conceal that which, by a feries of inquiry 
to which he was now Simulated, he would probably- 
difcover : he condemned his condu6l in himfelf, and, 
aa^the moll e£fe£lual means at once to quiet the mind' 
of his wife and obtain her affiflance, he told her allr 
that had happened, and his appreheniion of the confe- 
quences: he alfo urged her to go diredly to Mifs 
Meadows, by whom his account would be confirmee},, 
and of whom fhe might learn farther intelligence of 
Sir James ^ and*to find fome way to acquaint lady For— 
isell with her danger, and admonifh her to conceal no« 
thing. 

Mrs. Freeman was convinced of the Captain's fince* 
ritj, not onljr by the advice wVuLc\i \ve \M^t^\v.tx\a ^^ 
to hdjr Fortctty bat by the con&fteiicy c& \)ckfc ^ot^ ^ 



^ 
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the manner in which he was affeded. Her jealoufy 
Was changed into pity for her friend, and apprehenfion 
fc9 her hufhand. She haHened to Mifs Meadows, and 
learnt that Sir James had inquired of the fervant for 
his lady, and was told that ihe had been there early 
with Captain Freeman, but went away foon after him : 
ihe related to Mifs Meadows all that had happened, 
and thinking it at lead pofTible that Sir James might 
not go dire^ily home, (he wrote the following letter to 
his lady : 

** My Dear Lady Forrest, 
I AM in the utmoil diftrefs for you. Sir James has 
** fufpicions which truth only can remove, and of which 
** my indifcretion is the caufe. If I had not conceal- 
" ed my defire of the Captain's return, your defign to 
*' difengage yourfelf from him, which I learn from 
** Mifs Meadows, would have been effedled. Sir 
** James breakfafled with me in the Haymarket j andT 
*• has fince called at your father's, from whence I 
*' write : he knows that your flay here was fhort, and 
** has reafon to believe the Captain put you into a 
** chair fome hours afterwards at Spring-Gardens. I 
" hope, therefore, my dear lady, that this will reach 
** your hands time enough to prevent Jrour concealing 
** any thing. It would have been better if Sir James' 
** had known nothing, for then you would not have 
*' been fufpefted j but now he mufl know ail*, or you 
** cannot be juftified. Forgive the freedom with which 
** 1 write, and believe me moil afFedlionately 

" Yours, 

*^ MARIA FREEMAI^. 
" P. S. I have ordered the bearer to fay he earner 
/' From Mrs Fa/hion the milliRcr.'' • • 
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This lettisr was given to a chairmap, and he was or-, 
dered to fay he brought it from the milliner^s ^ becaufe 
if it (hould be known to come from Mrs. Freeman^' 
and fhould fall by accident into Sir Jameses hands, his' 
curiofity might prompt him to read it, and his jealoufy* 
to queflion the lady, without communicating the con- 
tents. 
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*Muhos infumma pericula mifit 
Veniuri tmor ipfe malu LucANtfs. 

How oft the fear of ill to ill betrays ! 

Sir James bein? convinced, that his lady and the Cap- 
tain had pafled the morning at a bagnio, by the an- 
fwer which he received at her father's, went direftly 
home. His lady was juft arrived before him, and li^d 
not recovered from the confufion and dread which 
feized her when (lie heard that Sir James came to town 
the night before, and at the fame inflant anticipated the 
confequcnces of her own indifcrction. She was told he 
was then at the coiFee-houfe, and in a few minutes was 
thrown into an univerfal tremor upon hearing him 
knock at the door* He perceived her diflrefs, not 
with compaflion but rage, becaufe he believed it to 
proceed from the confcioufnefs of guilt : . he turned^ 
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pale, and liis lips quivered : but be fo (fa refirained big 
paflion as to afk ber, witbout inve&ive, '' Wbere, and 
** kow (he bad paffed tbc nigbt." (be replied, " At 
^ Captain Freemans, tbat tbe Captain was^ upon guard^ 
^ tbat (be fat up wkb bis lady tiH be came in, and 
^' tbat tben infifting to fee ber borne fbe would fuffer 
** tbe coacb to go no furtber tban ber fatber^s, wberc 
** be left ber early m tbe morning :" Sbe bad not for- 
titude to relate tbe fequcl, Jbut flopped witb fome ap** 
pearance of irrefolution and terror. Sir James tbea 
aikedy " If (be came diredly from ber fatber's borne,**' 
Tbis queftion, and tbe manner in wbicb it was afked^ 
tncreafed her cpnfufion: to appear to bare flopped^ 
(bort in ber narrative,^ (be tbougbt would be an impli* 
cation of guilt, as it would betray a defire of conceal* 
ment : but tbe paft could not be recalled, and (he watt 
impelled by equivocation to falfebood, from: wbicfi^ 
however, (be would have been kept back by fear, if 
Sir James bad not deceived ber into a belief thilt he 
naa bccfi nc fcrthcr than the ncigbbourbood. After 
thefe tumultuous reflexions which |>affed in'a moment 
jQie ventured to afRrm, that *^ (be ftaid witb IMGfs Mea« 
^ dows till eight, and tben came home :*' but (he ut- 
fered tbis falfebood with (ucb marks of guilt and (haffle;^. 
which (he bad indeed no otherwife tban by this falfe-^ 
Itood incurred or deferved, tbat Sir James no more 
doubted her infidelity than berexiflence. As her (lory 
was the fame witb tbat of tbe Captain V, and as one bad^. 
concealed the truth and the other denied it, he con* 
eluded there was a confederacy between them ^ and 
determined £r(l to bring the Captain to account, he 
tamed from her abtugtly, and Vmm^&'dXx^'^ \t^^^ 
Mlpufe^ 



At the doer he met the chairman who had been dif- 
patcfaed by Mrs. Freeman, to his lady ^ and fiercely in- 
terrogating him what was hi& bufiners, the man pro- 
duced the letter, aind fityiag) ^ he had been ordered, 
that he brought it from Mrs. Fafhion, Sir James fnatch- 
<d it &on^him, and muttering fomie expreflions of con* 
tmnpt and: refentment thru (I it into his pocket. 

It happened, ths^ Sir James did nat find the Captain 
Ht home ^ he, therefore, left a billet in which he re- 
quefted to fee him at a neighbouring taTera, and added 
Ijbat he had put on his fword*. 

' In the mean time, his lady, dreading a difcovery of 
the £4fehood which fl^a hsid afibrted. difpatched a billet 
to Captain Ffeemim > iii which (he conjured him, as a 
man of hqnowv f<Nr- ptrticular reafons not to own to 
Sir James, or any other perTon, that he had feen her 
•Iter he bad left her at her fiidierVr Ae aHe wrete to 
^er cenfin Meadows, intreating, that if (he was quef^ 
ijoned by Sir James, he might be told that ihe (laid, 
with her till eight o^clock, an hour at which only he& 
fitf »d the fcTTftHts were up. 

The billet to Mifs Meadows came foon after the 
•oairmftn had returned* witk an aceountclvrhat had hap- 
pened to the letter^; and Mrs. Freeman was juft gone 
in great hafte to relate the accident to the Captain, as 
it was of great importance that he fbould know it be- 
fore his next interview with Sir James : but the Cap- 
tain had been at home before her, and had received 
both Sir Jameses billet and that of his lady. He went 
immediately to the tavern, and^ inquiring for Sir 
James FQrreft,..was (hewn into a back-room one pair of 
Jtalrs : Sir James received hia taY\3A.^\\o^ 'wv^^>a^. ^^- 
fijr, axiditt^antly bolted the doot. liV^ •^€^Ao\&<j hv^ 
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complicated with tbat indignation and contempt, vr hich 
a fenfe of injury from a perfon of inferior rank never 
fsdls to produce ^ he, therefore, demanded of the Cap- 
tain in a haughty tone, ^* Whether he had not that morn- 
*^ ing been in company with his wife, after he had left 
" her at lier fathers ?" The Captain, who was incenfed 
at Sir Jameses manner, and deemed himfelf engaged #i 
honour to keep the lady's fecret, anfwered, that '* after 
*^ what he had faid in the morning, no man had a right 
*^ to fuppofe he had feen the lady afterwards ; that to 
*' iniinuate the contrary, was obliquely to charge him 
** with a falfehood : that he was bound to anfwer no 
*' fuch quefiions, till they were properly explained ^ and 
^^ that as a gentleman he was prepared to vindicate his 
'' honour.^' Sir James juiUy deemed thia reply an 
equivocation and an infult ; and being na longer able 
to reflrain his rage, he curfed the Captain as a liar and 
a fcoundrel, and ^t the fame time flriking him a violent 
blow with his fill, drew his fword and put himfelf in & 
pofture of defence. Whatever defign the Captain 
f&ight have had to bring his friend to temper, and re- 
concile him to his wife, when he firft entered the room, 
he was now equally enraged, ^nd indeed had fuffered 
equal indignity ^ he. therefore, drew at the fame in- 
flant, and after a few defperate pafles on both fides, he 
received a wound in his breaft^ and reeling backward 
a few paces fell down. 

The noife had brought many people to the door of 

the room, and it was forced open jufl as the Captain re-i 

ceived his wound : Sir James was fecured, and a mef- 

fenger was difpatched for a furgeon. In the mean 

t/me, the Captaiu perceived \vVmte\£ \.o be d^ing : and 

fvAatcver might before have beexiYi^ o^^xaow ^l ^^^\ 
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and wrong, and honour and ihame, he now thought ail 
diilimulation criminal, and that his murderer had a right 
to that truth which he thought it meritorious to deny 
him when he was his friend : he, therefore, eameilly ' 
deiired to fpeak a few words to him in private. This 
requefl was immediately granted ', the perfons who had 
ruihed'in withdrew, contenting themfelyes to keep 
guard at the door ; and the Captain beckoning Sir 
James to kneel doWn by him, then . told him, ^* that 
** however his lady might have b^en furprized or be- 
** trayed by pride or fear into diflbnulation or falfe- 
<^ hood, (he was innocent of the crime which he fup- 
V pofed her folicitous to coiiceal :^^ he then briefly re- 
lated-all the events as they had happened ', and atlaft^ 
grafping his hand, urged him' to efcape from .the win- 
dow, that he might be a friend to his widow and to his 
dhild, if its birth (hould not be prevented by^the death 
of ita father. Sir James yielded to the force of this 
motive, and efcaped as the Captain had direded. In 
his way to Dover he read the letter which he had ta- 
ken from the chairman, and the next pofl inclofed it 
in the following to his lady ^ 

** My dear Charlotte, 

*^ I AM the mod wretched of all men ^ but I do not 

^' upbraid you as the caufe : would to God that I were 

not more guilty than you ! We are the martyrs of 

diflimulation. By diflimulation dear Captain Free- 

^' man was induced to waile tfaofe hours with you, 

** which he would otherwife have enjoyed with the 

** poor unhappy diffembler his wife. Trufting in the 

^* fuccefs of diffimulation, you was tempted to venture 

into the Park, where you mcthlm'^\iOTCL^w5L^>&NR.^ 

to Aim. By detcfting diffinia\aX\oxi m xJas. ^%5^x-^\s\ 
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^* mj fafpicioRs were increafed ^ and by diffimulation 
'* and falfekood you confirmed them. But your dif- 
** fimulation and falfehood were the effe&s of mine \ 
^ yours were inieffedlual, mine fucceeded : for I left 
'* word that I was gone no forther than the Coffee- 
** houfe, that you might not fufped I had learned too 
"^^ much to be deceived. By the fuccefs of a lie put 
^ into the mouth of a chairman, I was prevented from 
^* reading a letter which at laft would hare undeceived 
^ me 'y and by perfifting In diffimulation, the Captain 
^* has made his friend a fugitive, and his wife a widow* 
** Thus does znfincerity terminate in mifery and con-* 
^* fufiotty whether in its immediate purpofe it fucceeds 
^ or is di&ppointed. O my dear Charlotte ! if elver 
'^^ we meet again, -— to meet agidn in peace is impof* 
^ fible — but if ever we meet again, let us refolvc to 
*^ be fiocere : to be fincere is to be wife, innocent and 
'' ia&. We venture to commit faults which fhame or 
•* fear would prevent, if we did not hope to conceal 
** them by a lie. But in the labyrinth of falfehood, 
** men meet thofe evils which they fcek to avoid j and 
^* as in the ftraitpalh of truth alone they can fee be^ 
** fore them, in the ftrait path of truth alone they can 
" purfue feHcity with fuccefs^ Adieu! I am -— 
'■•* dreadful ! — I can fubfcribe nothing that does not 
*< reproach and torment me »— Adieu !'* 

Within a flew weeks after the receipt of this letter^ 
the unhappy lady heaSrd that hcrTiufband was caft awty 
m his paffage to France. 
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Ifec 'Dox iominem finat — VitG* 

O more than human voice <! 

To ihe Ai>v£NTuaE&. 

SIR, 

X40NGINUS proceeds to addrefs his friend Terentianus 01 
ihe following manner : 

It is the peculiar privilege of poetry, not only X% 
place material obje^s in the moft amiable attitudes, 
and to clothe them in the mod graceful drefs, but alf<» 
to give life and motion to immaterial beings ^ and fonui 
and colour, and adion, even to afo(lra6l ideas > to em« 
body the virtues, the vices, and the paffions ^ and to 
i>ring before our eyes,.as on a il^ge, ^very faculty of 
^he human mind. 

Profopopoeia, therefore, or peribnification, condu6(ed 
■with dignity and propriety, may be juftly efleemed one 
of the greatefl- efforts of the creative power of a warm 
and lively imagination. Of this figure many illuflrious 
examples may be produced from the Jewifh writers I 
have been fo eameflly recommending to your peruial| 
-among whom, every part and objed jf nature is ani« 
^mated, and endowed with feaiie, trtth ^^affioti) asid ^\^ 
Iangmge» 
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To fay that the lightning obeyed the commands of 
Gody would of itfelf be fufficiently fublime ^ but a He- 
brew bard exprefles this idea with far greater energy 
and life : *^ Canft thou fend lightnings, that they may 
•* go, and fay unto thee, Here we are !'* And again, 
*' God fendeth forth light, and it goeth ; he calleth it 
** again, and it obeyeth him with fear." How ani- 
mated, how emphatical, is this unexpe6led anfwer, 
** Here we are !" 

Plato, with a divine boldnefs, introduces in his Cri- 
to, the Laws of Athens, pleading with Socrates, and 
difluading him from an attempt to efcape from the pri- 
fon in which he was confined ^ and the I^oman rival of 
Demoflhenes has made his country tenderly ex populate 
with Cataline, on the dreadful miferies which his rebel- 
lion would devolve on her head. But will a candid 
critic prefer either of thefe admired perfonifications, to 
thofe paflages, in the Jewifh poets, where Babylon, or 
Jerufalem, or Tyre, are reprefented as fitting on the 
dull, covered with fackcloth, flretching out their hands 
in vain, and loudly lamenting their defolation ? Nay, 
farther, will he reckon them even, equal to the follow- 
ing fi£Uons ? Wifdom is introduced, faying of herfelf j 
*• When God prepared the heavens, I was there j 
*' when he fet a circle upon the face of the deep, when 
*• he gave to the fea his decree that the waters fhould 
*' not pafs his commandments, when he appointed the 
** foundations of the earth, then was I by him as one 

brought up with him ; and I was daily his dielight, 

playing always before him,'' Where, Terentianus, 

ihall we find our Minerva, fpeaking with fuch dignity 

and elevation ? The goddefs of the Hebrew bard, is 

not only the patrone(s and itweiilxtfe ot w\^ -ax^dlearn- 
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ing, the parent of felicity and fame, the guardian and 
condudrefs of human life ^ but fhe is painted as im- 
mortal and eternal, the conflant companion of the 
great Creator hlmfelf, and the partaker of his counfels 
^nd defigns. Still bolder is the other Profopopoeia : 
** Deftrudbion and Death fey (of Wifdom) we have 
^* heard the fame thereof with our ears." If preten- 
ders to tafle and judgment cenfure fuch a fidlion as ex- 
travagant and wild, I defpiie their frigidity and grofs 
infeniibility. 

When Jehovah is reprefented as defcending to puniih 
. -the earth im his jufl anger, it is added, *^ Before him 
*' went the peftilence." When the Babylonian ty« 
Tant is deflroyed, *' the fir-trees rejoice at his fall, and 
'^^ the cedars of Lebanon, iaying. Since thou art laid 
** down, no feller is come uf> againft us,^' And at the 
captivity of Jerufalem the very ramparts and the walls 
Jament, ** they languiih together." Read like wife the 
ibllowifig addrefs,. and tell me what emotion you feel at 
the time of perufal : " O thou fword of the Lord, how 
** long will it be e'er thou be quiet ? Put up thyfelf in- 
** to thy fcabbard, reft and be filent." Art thou not 
<amazed and -delighted, my friend, to behold joy and 
'Snguifh, and revenge, afcribed to the trees of the fo- 
-reil, to walls and warlike inftruments. 

Before I conclude thefe obfervations, I cannot for- 
bear taking notice of two remarkable parages in the 
"Hebrew writers, becaufe they bear a clofe refemblancc 
with two in our own tragedians. 

Sophocles, by a noble Profopopoeia, thus aggravates 
the mifery of the Thebans, viiited by a dreadful 
plague ■ " Hell is enriched with groans and la* 

** meatati^ns." This image is Yiti^X^iv^ Vj '».\^'^^&x 

Vol. IL G %>5fifiw»^ 
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author, who defcribes Hell or Hades, as, ^' an enormous 
*^ monfter, who hath extended and enlarged himfelf^ 
** and opened his. infatiable mouth without meafure.^' 
Caflandra, in E£chylus, ilruck with the treachery and 
barbarity of Clytemneftra, who is murdering her huf- 
band Agamemnon, fuddenly exclaims in a prophetic 
fury, " Shall I caU her the direful mother of HcU !" 
to reprefent the mofl terrible fpecies ofdeflru£lion,the 
Jewifti poet fays, ** the firft bom of Death fliall devaur 
" his ftrength." 

. Beiides the attribution of perfon a^d'a^on to ob- 
jects immaterial or inanimate, there is flill tmother fpe- 
-cies of the Profopopceia no lefs lively and beautiful than 
the former, when a real perfon is introduced fpeaking 
with propriety and decorum. The fpeeches which the 
Jewifti poets have put into the mouth of their Jeho- 
vah, are worthy the greatnefs and incomprehenfible 
Majefty of the AU-Perfeft Being. Hear him afking 
one of his creatures, with a lofty kind of irony, 
" Where waft thou, when I laid the foundations of the 
** earth ? declare, if thou haft underftanding, Who 
' *' hath laid the meafures thereof, if thou knoweft ? or 
" who hath ftretchcd the line upon it^ Whereon arc 
*^ the foundations thereof faftened, or wha laid 
" the corner-ftone ? When the morning ftars fang to- 
" gether, and all the fons of God ftiouted for joy ? Or 
•* who ftiut up the fea with doors, when it brake forth 
** as if it had iffued out of the wamb ? When I brake 
** up for it my decreed place, and fet bars, and daors, 
*' and {aid, Hitherto ftialt thou come, but no farther, 
'* and here ftiall the pride of thy waves be ftayed." 
'How can we reply to thefe fublime inquiries, but in 
the words t&at follow ? " BcVioVi, 1 «im ^Vbt^-^ilMX (hall 
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*^ I anfwer thee ? I will lay mine hand upon my 
** mouth." 

I have in a former treatife obferved to you, that Ho- 
mer has degraded his Gods into men : thefe writers 
alone have not violated the Divine Majefly by inade« 
quate and indecent reprefentatlons, but have made the 
great Creator a6l and fpeak in a manner fuitable to the 
fupreme dignity of his nature, as far as the groflhefs of 
mortal conceptions will permit. From the fublimity 
and fpirituality of their notions, fo different in degree 
and kind from thofe of the mod exalted philofophers,* 
one may, perhaps, be inclined to think their claim to a 
divine infpiration reafonable and juft, fince God alone 
can defcribe himfelf to man. 

I had written thus far, when I received difpatches 
from the emprefs Zenobia, with orders to attend her 
inftantly at Palmyra ^ but am refolved, before I fet out, 
to add to this letter a few remarks on the beautiful 
comparifons of the Hebrew poets. 

The ufe of (imilies in general confifts in the illuftra- 
tion or amplification of any fubje6l, or in prefenting 
pleafing pidlures to the mind by the fuggefUon of new 
images. Homer and the Hebrew bards difdain minute 
refemblances, and feel; not an exa6l correfpondence with 
every feature of the obje6l they introduce. Provided 
a general likenefs appear, they think it fufficient. Not 
folicitous for exadinefs, which in every work is the 
fure criterion of a cold and creeping genius, they intro- 
duce many circumftances that perhaps have no direft 
affinity to the fubjed, but taken all together contribute 
to the variety and beauty of the piece. 

The pleafures of friendfhip and benevolence arc com-^^ 
pared to the perfumes that floYJ SioTa.xJDkfc ovc&oc^^s^-'^ 
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ufually poured on tbe priefl^s head, which run down to 
his beard, and even to the fkirts of his clothing. The 
fun rifing and breaking in upon the (hades of night, is 
compared to a bridegroom ifluing out of his chamber $ 
in allufion to the Jewifh cuftom, of ufhering the bride- 
groom from his chamber at midnight with great fo- 
lemnity and fplendor, preceded by the Hght of innuBe- 
rable lamps and torches. How amiably is the tender- 
nefs and folicitude of God for his favourites expreffed ! 
^^ As the «agle flirreth up her nefl, fluttereth over h«r 
young, fpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
beareth them on her wings, fo tlie Lord alone did 
** lead them!" XDn the other hand, how dreadfully is 
his indignation defcribed y*^ 1 will be unto them as a 
*' lion, as a leopard by the way will I obferve them. I 
"^^ will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her 
** whelps, and I will rent the<:aul of -their heart." A 
little afterwards the fcene fuddenly changes, and di- 
vine favour is painted by the following fimilitudes: 
I will be as the dew unto Judaea ^ he fhall grow as 
the lily \ his branches fhall fpread, and his beauty 
'* fhall be as the olive-tree, and his fmell like Mount 
Libanus." Menander himfelf, that jufl charaderizer 
of human life, has not given us a more apt and lively 
comparifon than the following : As the climbing a fan- 
*' dy way is to the feet of the -aged, fo is a wife full of 
** words to a quiet man." Nor has one of our Gre- 
cian poets fpoken fo feelingly, fo eloquently, or fo ele- 
gantly of beauty, as the Xmperor Solomon of his inif- 
trefs, or bride, in images perfedly original and newi 
" Thy hair," fays he, " is as a flock of goats that ap- 
'* pear from Mount Gilead •, thy teeth arc like a flock 
of (keep that 4ire ev«n flioni, ^\u.c\i cQi&ft 'O'^ &^m 
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** the walking :" by which iimilitude their cxaS equali* 
tjy evennefsy and whitenefs, are juftly reprefented.- 
*^ Thy neck is like the tower of David, builded for an 
** armoury, whereon there hang a thoufand bucklers, 
** all (hields of mighty men -^ that is, ilraight and tall, 
adorned with golden chains and the richeft jewels oB 
the £afl, ** Thy two breails are like two young roes 
** that are twins, which feed among the lilies :'' the 
exquifite* elegance and propriety of which fimilitudes 
need not be pointed out, and cannot be excelled. 

I have purpofely referved one comparifon for a con- 
clufion, not only for the fake of its beauty and juftnefs, 
but becaufe it defcribes a friendihip fo diffeient from 
the conftancy which I hope will ever be the charader 
of yours and mine. ** My brethren,^^ fays the writer,; 
'* haye dealt 4eceitfully with me. They are like tor- . 
'* tents which when fwoln and increafed with winter 
** ihowers and the meltings of ice, promife great and 
** unfailing plenty of waters y but in the times of yio- 
'* lent heats, fuddenly are parched up and difai^pear. 
**' The traveller in the deCerts of Arabia feeksfor them 
'* in vain j the troops of Sheba looked, the caravans of 
** Tema waited for them : they came to the accuflom- 
'' ed fpfings for relief^ they were confounded, they 
" perKhed with third." 

In giving you thefc fhort fpecimens of Jewifli poefy, 
I think I may compare myfelf to tbofe fpies which the 
above-mentioned Mofes difpatched, to difcover the 
country he intended to conquer ^ and who brought front 
thence, as evidences of its fruitfulnefs, the mofl deli- 
cious figs and pomegranates, and a branch with otve 
chiAerofgrsLpeSf^ " {p large aiiAY?t\g)a.v^>'' lv3%^«.\i&^ 
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torian, " that they bare it between two upon a ilaflf." 
Farewell. 
Z 
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Damnant quod non inttlligunt. Ctc. 

They condemn what they do not underfiand. 

SuRiFiiizs, having prefented Socrates with the writ- 
ings of HeraciltiiSi a philofopher famed for inrolution 
and obfcirrity, inquired afterwards his opinion of their 
merit. " What I underftand," faid Socrates, " I find 
*' to be excellent \ and; therefore, believe that to beof 
'^ equal value which I cannot underhand/' 

The refledlion of every man who reads this paflage 
will fuggcft to him the difference between the pra£^ice 
of Socrates, and that of modern critics : Socrates, who 
had, by long obfcrvatlon upon himfelf and others, dif- 
covcred the weaknefs of the ftrongcft, and the dimntfs 
of the moft enlightened intclleft, was afraid to decide 
haflrly in his own .favour, or to concllide that an author 
had written without meaning, becaufe he could not im- 
mediately catch his ideas \ he knew that the faults of 
books are often more juflly imputable to the reader, 
who /bmctimes wants attention, and fometimes penetra- 
tJon^ ivbofe jinderflanding is o£letv o\)^xM^t^\>^ '^'t«^>3^- 
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dice, and oftfen diiTipated by remiiTnefs ^ who comes ^ 
fometlmes to a new Audy, unfumiihed with knowleage 
previoufly neceflary ^ and finds difficulties infupcrable^ 
for want of ardour fufHcient to encounter them. 

Obfcurity and clearnefs are relative terms : to fome 
readers fcarce any book is eafy, to others not many are 
difficult : and furely they, whom neither any exuberant 
praife bellowed by others, nor any eminent conquefls 
over (lubborn problems, have entitled to exalt them- 
felves above the commoh orders of mankind, might con* 
defcend to imitate the candour of Socrates ^ and where 
they find inconteilible proofs of fuperior genius, be 
content to think that there is juflnefs in the connexion 
which they cannot trace, and cogency in the reafoning • 
which they cannot comprehend. 

' This diffidence is never more reafonable, than in the 
peruial of the authors of antiquity ; of thofe whofe 
wprks have been the delight of ages, and tranfmitted 
as the great inheritance of mankind from one generation, 
to another : furely, no man can, without the utmoft ar- 
rogance,^ imagine, that he brings any fuperiority of un< 
der&aoding to the perufal (J thefe books which have 
been preferved in the devaftation ofcities, and ihatchea 
up from the wreck of nations } which thofe who fled 
before barbarians have been careful to carry off in the 
hurry of migration, and of which barbarians have re- 
pented the deftru6lion. If in books thus made vene- 
rable by the uniform attellation of fucceffive ages, any ^ 
paflages (hall appear unworthy of that praife which they 
have formerly received ^ let us not immediately deter- 
mine, that they owed their reputation to dulacfs oi:VsU 
gotjj} but Mpe£k at Icaft that owt vm:^&^t» V"^^ Wksr. 
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reasons for their opinions, and that our ignorance of* 
thofe reafons makes us differ from tbem. 

It often happens, that an author^s. reputation is en- 
dangered in fucceeding time», by that which raifed the- 
loudeil appkufe among his cotemporaries : nothing is 
read with greater pleafure than allufions-to recent fadls,- 
reigning^ opinions, or prefent co^t^roverfies-j-but- when' 
fads are forgotten, andxontroveriies extinguifhed, thefe? 
favourite touches lofe all their graces ^ and the author 
in his defccnt to pofterity muft be left to the mercy of 
chance, without smy power of afcertaining the memory 
of thofe things, to which he owed hisluckieft thoughts* 
and^his kindeft reception. 

Onfuch occafions, erery readtrfhould remember the* 
diffidence of Socrates, and repsur by his candour the in-t> 
j dries of tiftie^ he (hould impute the Teeming defedbs of 
his- author to fbme ch^im-of intelligence, and fuppofe^ 
that the f<^e which is now weak was once freble, and' 
the expreflion which is now dubious, formerly determi*. 
nate. 

How much the mutilation of ancient hifbry Ins ta** 
ken away from the beauty of poetical performances, 
may be conj^Sured from the light which a^ucky com-^ 
meutator fometimes e£fufes^by the recovery of an inci« 
dent that had been long forgotten. Thus^in the third* 
book of Horace, Juno^s- denunciations againft-thoTe that* 
fhould prefume to raife again the waUs of^Troy, could, 
for many ages pleafe only by fplendid images and- 
fwelling language, of which no man difcovered the ufe- 
or propriety, till Le Fevre, by (hewing on what occa- 
iion the Ode wa's written, changed wonder to rational' 
delight. Many pafTages yet undoubtedly remain itk 
the Ikme author, which an exa&uknoN^\td^<& ofthein- 
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cidents of his time would clear from obj eft Ions. A- 
mofig thefe I have always numbered the following 
lines : 

jfurum per medios trefatellties^ 
Es perrumpere amatjaxa^ potentius 
l6lufulmineo, Concidit Augur is 
yfrgivi domus ob lucrum 
Demerfa excidio, Diffidit urbium 
Fortas vir Macedo^ etfubruit cemuloJ 
Reges muneribus, Munera navium • 
Ssevos iDaqueant duces. 

Stronger than thunder^s winged force, 
All-powerful gold can fpread its courfe, 
Thro^ watchful guards its paflage make, 
,And loves through ^folid walls to break : 
From gold the overwhelming woes, 
That crufhM the Grecian augur rofe : 
Philip with gold thro' cities broke, . 
And rival monarchs felt his yoke \ 
Captains of Jbips to gold are JUiveSy 
Though fierce as their oviu winds and waves. 

FHANCIS. 

The clofe of this paSage, by which every reader is no w 
difappointed and'offended, was probably the delight of 
the Roman court : dt cannot be imagined, that Horace, 
after having given to gold the force of thunder, and 
told of its power* to florm^ cities and to conquer kings, ^ 
would have concluded his account of its efficacy with 
its influence over naval commanders, had he not alluded 
to.fomcfaA then current inilic m<t)»xV^ ^l '^^^^ '^^^ 
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therefore more interefling for a time than the con- 
quefts of Philip, Of the like kind may be reckoned 
another ilanza in the fame book : 



J ujfa coram nonjtne confcio 
Surgk marito^fue vocat inflitor 
Sue navis Hifpanae magifter ' 

Dedecorum pretiofus emptor, , 

The confcious hufband bids her rife, 

Wbenfome richfatior courts her charms^ 

Who calls the wanton to his arms, 

And, prodigal of wealth and fame, 

Profufely buys the coftly fhame. Francis, 

He has little knowledge of Horace, who imagines that 
the Factor, or the Spaniih merchant, are mentioned by 
chance : there was undoubtedly fome popular (lory of 
an intrigue, which thofe names recalled to the memory 
of his reader. 

The flame of his genius in other parts, though fome- 
what dimmed by time, is not totally eclipfed \ . his ad- 
drefs and judgment yet appear, though much of the 
fpirit and vigour cf his fentiment is lofl : this has hap- 
pened to the twentieth ode of the firft book : 

Vile potahis modicis Sabinum 
Caatbarisy Grcecd quod ego ipfe tejld 
Conditum ievi*^ datus in tbeatro 

Ciim tibiplaufusy 
Chare Maecenas eques. Ut patcrni 
I^/uminis ripcCyJimul etjocofa • 
I^eMet'et /audes tihi Vaticani 
Alontis imago. 
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A poet's beverage humbly cheap, 

(Should great Maecenas be my gueft) 
The vintage of the Sabine grape, 
* But yet in fober cups, (hall crown the feaft : 
'Twas rack'dinto a Grecian calk, 

Its rougher juice to melt away j * 

I fealM it too — ^a pleaiing talk ! 

With annual joy to mark the glorious day, 
When in applaufive (bouts thy name 

Spread from the theatre around, ^ ( " 
Floating- on thy ow» Tiber's flream. 

And Echo, playful nymph, returned the founds 

Franc^. 

We here eafily remark the intertexture of a happy 
compliment with an humble invitation \ but certainly 
are lefs delighted than thofe, to whom the mention of 
theapplaufe beftowed upon Maecenas, gave occafion 
to recount the anions or words that produce it. 

Two lines which have exercifed the ingenuity of mo- 
dern critics, may, I think, be reconciled to the judg- 
ment, by an eafy fuppofition : Horace thus addredes 
Agrippa > 



Scribens Varofortis^-et bqftium 
Viciory Maeonii carminis alite. 



Varius, afumn of Homer* s wing^ 
Shall brave Agrippa^ conquest (ingr 

Francis* 

I 

.. ••• ■• • •>• 

That Yarhxs ihould be called " A. V\t^ o^ ^ssvc^^'^v:. 
** fongy^^ appears fo harfti to mo^tu ^^^^> "^"^"^ "^ 
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emendation of the text has been propofed : but furefy' 
ihe learning of: the ancients had been long'a|»a.oblite-» 
rated, and every man thought himfeif at liberty to cor- 
rupt the lines v^ich he did nol'underftand. If we im-- 
magine that Varius had been by any of his cotempora- 
ries celebrated under the appellatioa of Mufamm Ales,, 
the fwan of the Mufes, the language of-^ Horace be- 
comes grace&l and familiar > andrthat^fucha compli- 
ment was at lead poffible, werknow from the transfor* - 
mation feigned by Horace .of himfeU.. 

The moft elegant compliment that was paid ta Ad4- 
difon, X9 of this obfcure andperifhabk kind : ; 

When panting Virtue her lail efforts made. 
You biottght your Gli»:ta the .visgui's aid«i 

Thefe lines -muft pleafe as4ong as they are underflood^ . 
but can be underflood only by thofe -that hare obferv-- 
ed Addifon^s^iignatures in. the Spedaton. 

The nicety of thefe minute alluiions I (hall exempli- 
fy by another inftance, which I take this- occafion to ^ 
mention, beeanfe, a» I am told, the commentators have^ 
emitted it. TibuUus addreffes Cynthia in this manners 

*re JpeBem^fuprema mihiciim venerit bora^ 
T'e teneam morien^ detente manu. 

Before my clofing eyes, dear Cynthia^ fhind; . 
Held weakly by my fainting trembling handw^ 

To thefe lines Ovid thus refers m his eleg^ on the : 

death of TibttUtts ^ 

CyaiMs 
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Syntbia decedent ^felicius^ inquit^ amata 

Sum liSi'f vixifti dum tuus ignis eram^ 
Qui Ntmejisy quidj aity tibifunt mea damna dMri P' 

Me tenuit moriens deJicUnte manu. 

Bleft was my refgn, retiring'Cynthia cry'cTr 
Not till he left my breaft, TibuUus dyM. 
Forbear, faid Neinefis, my lofs to moan. 
The fainting- ttembliog^haxid was mine alone;. 

.' 

The beauty of^ this paflage^ whidi confifts in the ap^^ 
propriati^n, made by Nemefis of the line originally di-t 
re6lednto Cynthia, had been wholly imperceptible toe 
fucceeding ages, had chance, which has deftroyed fo « 
many greater volumes^ deprived us. like wife, of ^ ther 
l^ems of Tibulltts. 
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'iiBiertd ^adrams tibi nullus in Arci 
OJlendatur^ amcs nomen viBumquc Machixra 
Et xiendas potiiiSy commiffa quod AuBio vendit 
StantibuSy Oenophorum^ Tripodes^ Armaria^ Ciflas^ 
Haicyonem Baccbt) Tbebas^ if TereafauftL Juv. 

If not afoufe in thy lank purfe appear, 
Go mount the roflrum and turn auctioneer ^ 
With china crackM the greedy crowd trepan, 
With i'purious pidures and with ialfe japan \ 
Sell the coUedled fleres of mifers dead, 
Or Englifh peers for debts to Galia fled. 

•The indigence of authors, and particularly of poets^ 
has long been the objed of lamentation and ridicule, of 
compafTion and contempt. 

It has been obferved, that not one favourite of the 
Mufes has ever been able to build a houfe fince the 
days of Amphion, whofe art it would be fortunate for 
them if they poffeffed ; and that the greateft punifh- 
ment that can poflibly be infiided on them, is ta oblige 
them to fup in their Own lodgings. 

M ol/es 
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Molies ubi reddunt (yoa columbie. 
Where pigeons lay their eggs. 

Boileau introduces Damon, whofe writings enter- 
tained and inftrufted the city and the court, as having 
pad the fummer without a fhirt, and the winter with- 
out a cloke ; and refolving at lafl to forfake Paris. 

* ou la vertu n* a plus niTeu ni Lieu y 
Where (hiv'ring worth no longer finds a home j 
and to find out a retreat in fome diflant grotto, * 

D'oi) jamais nl /' Huiffier^ ni le Sergect ni* apptoche 5 

Safe, where no critics damn, nor duns moled. 

Pope. 

' " The rich Comedian,'* fays Bruyerc, " lolling in 
his guilt chariot, befpatters the face of Comeille 
walking afoot :'' and Juvenal remarks, thsj^bia co- 
temporary bards generally qualified themfclv^" -by- 
their diet, to make excellent budos j that they were 
compelled fometimes to hire lodgings at a baker's, in 
order to warm ihemfclVes for nothing j and that it was 
the common fate of the fraternity, 

. PallerCy (b* vinum toto nefcire Decembri. 

' To pine, 
Look pale, and all December tade no wine. 

Drtden. 
Virgil himfelf is drongly fufpe^led to have lain in the 
ftreets, or on fome Roman bulk, when he fpeaks fo 
feelingly of a rainy and tcm^^ft.\xo>as ^\^x vcw"^^^^^- 
known epigram. ^^ ^^^ 
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** Thete ought to be an hofpital founded for decayed 
** wits,'' faid a lively Frenchman, ." and it mightbe 
** called an hofpital of incurables/'. 

Few perhaps wander among the Taurels of Pamaflus,, 
but who have- reafbn ardently to wifh and to exclaimr 
with ^neas^ but without the hero's good fortune, . 

Si nunc Je nobis Hie aureus arbore ramus^ 
Ojlendat nemtireintant9 1 

O ! in this ample grove could I. behold 
The tree that blooms with vegetable gold. 

PlTT^ 

The patronageof LeliusandrScipio did notenablei' 
Terence to rent a houfe. Taflb, in a humourous fon- 
net addrefled to his favourite cat, earneflly intreats 
her to lend him the light . of her eyes during his mid- 
night fludiesy not^being him&lf able to purchafe a can-- 
dle to write by. Dante the Homer of Italy, and Ca* 
moens^ of Portugal, were both banifhed.and imprifoned. . 
Cervantes,- perhaps the moil original genius the world, 
ever beheld, periihed.by.want in. the ftreets of Madrid, . 
as did our own Spenfer at Dublin. And a writer, lit«« 
tie inferior to the Spaniard in the exquifitenefs of his 
humour and raillery, I mean Erafmus, after the tedious 
wanderings of many years, from city to city, and from 
patron to patron, p^aifed and promifed, and deceived 
by all, obtained no fettlement but with his printer. 
•* At laft, "fays he,in on^ of his epiftles, " I fhould have 
^' been advanced to a t:ardiBalfliip, if there had not- 
"been a decree, in my way, by which thofe are feclu*^ 
•* ded from this honour, whole income amounts not to. 
** three thoufand ducats." 
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I remember to have read a fatire in Latin proiie, ia^ 
titled, A Poet hath bought a houfe.'' The poet hav-^ 
ing pucchafed a houfe, the matter was immediatelj 
lldd before the parliament of poets, affembled on that 
Important occaiion, as a thing unheard of, as a very bad 
precedent, and of meil pernicious confequence ^ and^ 
siccordingly, a very ferere fentence was pronounced? 
againft the buyers When the members came to giye^ 
their votes, it appeared there was not a fingle perfon in^ 
the affembly, who through the favoiir of powerful pa-^ 
trons, or theis own happy genius^ was worth fo much as^ 
to be proprietor of a houfe, either by inheritance or: 
purchafe : all of them negle^ng their private fortunes, 
confefled and boafled, that they lived in lodgings*. 
The poet was, therefore, ordered to fell his houfe im- 
mediately, to buy wine with the money for their enter-i> 
tainment, in order to make fome expiation for his enor<» 
mous- crime, and" to teach him to live unfettled and 
without care like a true poet* 

Such are the riddiculouss and fuch the pitiable fl6*- 
xies related, to expofe the poverty of poets in different 
ages and* nations y but which, I' am inclined to think,, 
are rather the boundlefs exaggerations of fatire and 
£ancy^ than the fober refult of experience,, and. the de- 
termination, of truth and judgment : for. the general po-. 
fition may be contradidled by numerous examples ^ and/ 
it may, perhaps, appear, on r^e^tion. and examination,, 
that the art is not chargeable with the faults and fail- 
ug&ofits peculiar profefibrs ^ that it has no peculiar: 
tendency to make men either rakes or fpendthrifts, zpd' 
thatthofe who are indigent poets would have been in*- 
4i^|ent*mexchaQts and mechanics*. 
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The negled of economj^in which great geniufes sue 
fttppo&d to have indulged themfelves, ha$ unfortunate- 
Ij given fo much authority and juflification to carelef- 
nefs and extravagance, that many a minute rhimei 
has fallen into diflipation and drunkennefi, becaufe But* 
ler and Otway lived and died in an alehoufe. As a 
certain blockhead wore his gown on one flioulder to 
mimic the negligence of Sir Thomas More, fo tbde 
fervile imitators follow their mailers in all that dii^ 
graced them^ contradl immoderate debts, becaufe Dry- 
den died infolvent ^ and negle£l to change their linen, 
becaufe Smith was a (lovcn. ^' If I fhould happen to 
^.^ look pale^' (ays Horace, ** all the hackney-Twriten 
*^ in Rome would immediately drink cummin to gain 
*' the fame comple6kion/' And I myfclf am acquamt- 
ed with a witling who ufes a gla&y only becaufe Pope 
was near fighted. 

I can eaiily conceive, that a mind occupied and over- 
whelmed with the weight and immenfity of its own 
conceptions, glancing with aflonifhing rapidity from 
heaven to earth and from earth to heaven, cannot wil- 
lingly fubmit to the dull drudgery of examining the juft- 
nefs and accuracy of a butcher's bill. To defcend from 
the wideil and moft comprehenfive views of nature, 
and weigh out hops for a brewing, mull be invincibly 
difgufling to a true genius : to be able to build imagi- 
nary palaces of the moft exquifite archite£lure, but yet 
not to pay a carpenter's bill, is a cutting mortification 
and difgrace : to be ruined by purfuing the precepts of 
Virgilian agriculture, and by plowing claffically, with- 
out attending to the wholefome monitions of low Bri- 
ti/h farmers f is a circumftance tWx «L^xwj2X^^\>afc ^aK^i;»i». 
ofa crop, to a man who wxftYe* xo\ivj^ ^i^fi^ vvv^^ 
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Auguftan age,' and defpifes the fyilem of modern kuf- 
bandry. 

Many poets, however, may be fqund, who have con- 
defcend^d to the cares of ecenomy, and who have con- 
duced their families with all the paffimo'hy and regu- 
larity of an alderman of the lail century } who have 

' not fupercilioufly difdained to enter into the concerns 
of common life, and to fubfcribe to and fludy certain 
neceflary aogmas of the vulgar, convinced of their 
utility and expediency, and ivell knowing that becaufe 
they are vulgar, they are, therefore, both important 
and true. 

- If we look backwards on antiquity, or furvey ages 
hearer our own, we (hall find feveral of the greatell ge- 
niufes fo far from being funk in indigence^ that many of 
them enjoyed fplendor and honours, or at leall were fe- 
cured ag<iin(l the anxieties of poverty, by a deceit 
competence and plenty of the conveniences of life. 

' Indeed, to purfue riches farther, than to attain a de- 
cent competence, is too low and illiberal an ocqupation - 
for a real genius to defcend to ^ and Horace wifely af- . 
cribes the manifefl inferiority of the Roman literature 
to the Grecian, to an immoderate love of money, which 
neceffarily contra6^s and ruils the mind, and difquali- 
£es it for noble and generous undertakings. 

^fchylus was an oificer of no fmall rank in, the 
Athenian army at the celebrated battle of Marathon j 
and Sophocles was an accomplished general, who com- 
manded his countrymen in feveral moft important ex- 
peditions : Theocritus was carreffed and enriched by 
Ptolemy 5 and the gaiety of Anacreon was the refult . 
of eafe and plenty : Pindat yjsls \>t,\.\.tx ivw^x^^^^^"^ 

manjr of his odes, than any oxVitt \>^td ^xxofc\^ ^^ 
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ders, except perhaps Bbileau for Ym celebrated piece 
of flattery on the teking Namur : Virgil at laft poffeff- 
ed a fine honfe at Rome, and a Villa at Naples : Ho* 
** race," lays Swift in one of hi» leAures on economy 
to- Gay, *^ I am fare kept his coach :^^ Lucan- and 
Silius Italicus dwelt in marble palaces, and had their 
gardens adorned with the moft exquifite capital flatues 
of Greece : Milton was fond of a domeftic Hfe, and 
lived with exemplary frugality and order : Corneille 
and Racine were both admirable mailers of their fami- 
lies, faithiul hufhands, and prudent economifts : Boi- 
leau, by the liberalities of Lewis, was enabled to pur*- 
chace a delightful privacy at Auteuil, was eminently 
ikilled in the management of his- finances, and defpifed 
that affedation which arrogantly aims to place itfelf 
above the neceflary decorums and rules of civil life r 
in all whkh particislars they were c^alledby Addifon^ 
Swift and Pope* 

It ought not, therefore to be concluded from a few' 
examples to the contraiy, that poetry- and pmdenpe^ 
a^e incompatible^ a conclufion that feems to have 
asifen in this kingdom, from the diffolute behaviour of 
the defpicable debauchees, and difgraced the mufes and' 
the court of Charles the Second, by their lives and by 
their writings. Let thofe who are bled- with genius* 
recollect, that economy is the ps^ent of integrity, of 
liberty, and of eafe ^ and the beauteous filler of tem- 
perance, of cheerfulnefs, and health : and that profufe* 
nefs is a cruel and crafty demon, that gradually in* 
volves her followers in dependence and debts ^ that is,^ 
fitters them ynth *' irons that. enter into their fouls/* 

No*. 
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Jus eft et ab bqfte doceru 

Our foes may teach \ the wife by foes are taught* 

xo have delayed the publics^ion of the following let- 
ter would have been furely inexcufable : as it is fubfcri- 
l>ed by the name of a very great perfonage, who has 
been long celebrated for hi& fuperiority of genius and 
jLnowledge^ and whofe abilities will not appear to 
have been exaggerated by fervility of fa^ion, when his 
genuine productions (hall be better known. He has, 
indeed, been fufpeded of fome attempts againft reveal- 
ed religion \ but the letter which I have the honour to 
publifh, will do juflice to his character, and fet his 
principles a new light 



To the Adventurer. 

SIR, 

As your principle dedgn is to revive the prafiice of 
virtue, by eftablifhing the Chriflian Religion \ you 
iwill naturally conclude that your views and mine are 
diiedly oppofite ; and my attempt to fhew^ that it is 
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your intereft to admit my correfpondence, will, there- 
fore, be confidered as a proof of the contrary. You 
will, however, foon difcover, that by promoting your 
intered, I feek my own^ and when you have read my 
letter, you will be far from fufpeding, than under a 
fpecious fliow of concurrence in your undertaking, I 
have concealed an attempt to render it ineffedual. 

*' Never to give up the prefent for the future,'' is a 
maxim which I have al^rays taught both by precept 
and example : I coniider the now, as the whole of my 
exigence 5 and therefore, to improve it, is the whole 
of my fludy. And, indeed, happinefs, like virtue^ con- 
lids not in reft, but in adlion : it is found rather in the 
purfuit, than the attainment of an end : for though the 
death of the (lag, is the purpofe of the chace j yet the 
moment this purpofe is accompliOied, the fport is at an 
end. Virtue -and religion alone can afford me employ- 
ment : without them, I muil inevitably be idle ^ and 
to be idle is to be wretched. I fhould, therefore, in- 
ftead of attempting to deflroy the principles upon 
which I was refifted, have been content to furmount 
them : for he who (hould hamflring the game, left any 
•'of them ftiould efcape, would be.juftly diappointed of 
the pleafure of running them down. Such, indeed, is 
my prefent condition : and as it will at once anfwer 
your purpofe and mine, 1 ftiall exhibit an account of 
of my conduft, and ftiew how my difappointment was 
produced. 

My principal bufinefs has always been to counter- 
work the efFedls of Revealed Religion : I have, there- 
fore, had little to do, except among Jews and Chrif- 
tians. In the early ages of the world, when Revela- 
tion was frequently repeated wivYi fcxiSyAfc ^xA Tsxsx;iK,\3.- 

1^ Vyoj^ 
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lou3 circumftances, I was fat from being idle ^ and ftiU 
think it an inconteilible proof of my aUUties, that even 
then mj labour was not always unfuccefsfiil. I applied 
not fo much to the underftanding asf to the ienfes, till 
after the promulgation of Chriftianity \ but I foon dis- 
covered that ChriAianity afforded motives to virtue 
and piety, which were fcarce to be overpowered by 
temptation : I was, therefore, obliged now to exert my 
power, not upon the fenfes but the underflanding. As 
I could not fufpend the force of thefe motives, I la- 
boured to direct them towards other objedts ^ and in 
the eighth century I had fo &r fucceeded, as to pro- 
duce a prevailing opinion, that " the worftiip of 
" images was of more moment than moral rectitude :'^ 
It was decreed by a pope and council, that to fpeak of 
them with irreverence was a forfeit of falvation, and 
that the offender fhould, therefore, be excommunicat- 
ed : thofe who oppofed this decree, were perfecuted 
with fire and fword ^ and I had th^ fatisfa£lion not only 
of fupplanting virtue, but of propagating mifery, by a 
zeal for religion. I mufl not, however, arrogate all 
the honour of an event which fo much exceeded my 
hopes J for many arguments in favour of images were 
drawn from a book, intitled Patrum Spirituale : m 
which it is affirmed, that having long tempted a her- 
mit to incontinence, I offered to deiiil if he would 
ceafe to worihip an image of the Virgin : and that the 
hermit having confulted an abbot, whether to accept or 
refufe the condition, was told, that it was more eligible 
to commit incontinence, than to negle^ the worfhip of 
images : and I declare upon my honour, that the fadls, 
as far as they relate to me, did never hap^en^ but ^.ce. 
whoJly invented by the ingenious ^ux\vox. TWx^^^V 
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tion bad vtrj little connexion with virtue, was indeed 
-ftn opinion whicb I propagated with, great diligence; 
and with fuch fuccefs, that Boniface, the apoille d 
'Germany, declared the benefit of Sacraments to depeni 
upon the qualifications of thofe by whom they were ad« 
miniflered^ and that a Bayarian monk having igno- 
rantly baptized in thefe words, ^^ Baptizo te in nomine 
^^ patria filia et fpiritua fanda,^ all fiich baptifms weie 
invalid. Againil knowledge, however, I never £uy 
to oppofe zeal ; and when Virgilius afierted, that tke 
earth being a fphere, there were people 4ipon it t^ 
foles of whofe feet were directly appofite to «ach other^ 
the fame father Boniface reprefented him to tbe pope 
as a corrupter of the Chriflian Faith ; and the pope, 
concurring with Boniface, fooh after excommunicated 
a bifhop for adopting fo dangerous an opinion, decbr- 
ing him an heretic, -and a blafphemcr againfl God and 
his own foul. In thefe inftanpes my fiicce& wastbe 
more remarkable, as I verily believe Boniface himielf 
intended well, becaufe he died a martyr with great cos- 
llancy. 

I found, however, that while the Gofpels were pul>- 
Holy read, the fuperllrudure which I had built upon 
them was in perpetual danger : I, therefore, exerted all 
my influence to difcontinue the practice, and at lengtb 
fucceeded, though Ariftotle's Ethics were fubiUtuted 
. for them in Tome northern churches . but againfl Ariilo- 
tle's Ethics I had not equal obje^Uons. 

During this period, therefor-e, my powers were nei- 
ther diflipated by unfuccefsful labour ^ nor rendered de- 
lefs by unneceflary idlenefs : I had perplexed and coo- 
founded the mod fimple and falutary do6lrines, widi 
kbfard fubtlcties axxd caLXivv^^^xX^wis.^Vi\ vod I hid 
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armed with the weapons of fuperflition, and difguifed 
with the tinfel of ceremony, that Religion which com- 
prehended every precept in Love to God, and to Man^ 
which gave no direction about divine worihip, but 

. that it (hould be performed in Spirit and in Truth ^ or 
about Social VirtuCi but that love of felf (hould be the 
meafure of bounty to others. But there was dill per- 
fonal fandity, though the dodrine and the difcipline of 
the church were become corrupt and ridiculous : zeal 
was flill animated by integrity, though it was no long- 
er directed by knowledge : the fervice and the honour 
of God were flill intended, though the means were mif- 
taken. Many, indeed^ gladly fubflituted gain for god- 

. linefs } and committed every fpecies of wickednefs, be- 
caufe they hoped to appropriate works of fupereroga* 
tion that were performed by others : but there were 
feme who pr.a6iifed all the feverities of erroneous pie- 
ty, and fuffered the mortification which they recom« 
mended : fo that I had dill fomething to do, and was 
ftiU encouraged to diligence by fuccefs. 

But all thefe advantages depended upon ignorance: 
for the fecurity of ignorance, therefore, I affirmed, that 
(he was the mother of devotion } a lie fo fuccefsful, thjit 
it pafled into a proverb. 

The period, however, arrived, when knowledge 
could be no longer fupprefled ^ and I was under the 
moil dreadful apprehenfions that all the abfurdities, by 
which I had diminiihed the influence and the beauty of 
Chridianity, would now be removed : I could not con- 
ceive that thofe motives which had produced abdi- 
nence and folitude, vigils, fcourgiugs, and the mortiii- 
csttioB of every appetite and evtr^ i5^^vyci^N^Q\iS.^VK^ 

to produce a more reafonable feivvcc \ ox\i^c.csox«. \sn^- 
' Vol.il H ^^^"^ 
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fcd^ualy when the paths of duty appeared to be not oift- 
ly peaceful but pleafant. I did not, however, fit down 
in defpair ^ but the knowledge whieh I could not re- 
prefs, I laboured to pervert. As the human inteMeft 
is finite, and can comprehend only finite obje£Uy I knew 
that if all was rejeded as incredible which was not^^om- 
prehendedy I (hould have little to fear from a religicm 
founded in Infinite PerfeAion, and connected widi re- 
velations Which an Infinite Being had vouchfafed of 
himfcllf* I, -therefore, immediately oppofed reafbti to 
faith : I threw oot ftibjedb of debate which I knew 
coidd never be difeuired i the alEbnt of many was fiif- 
pended, in expeftation that impoffibilities would be ef- 
feded 'f and at laft refufed in the fretfiilnefs of difap- 
^intment. Thus infidelity gradually fucceeded to 
fuperftition : the hope and fear, the love, reverence, 
and gratitude, which had been exdited by ChrifUanity« 
and produced fuch afloniihing effe6b, were now felt 
no more ; and as the molt forcible motives to piety 
and virtue were again wanting, piety was wholly ne« 
glefled and virtue rendered mord eafy and commo- 
dious : the bounds of moral obligation included every 
day lefs and lefs ^ and crimes were committed without 
.compunclion, becaufe they were not fuppofed to incur 
puiiifhment* 

Thefc evils, Mr. Adventurer, evils both in your cf- 

timation and mine, I am afraid will continue if they 

cannot increafe : difputation and fcepticifm flourlfh 

without my influence, and have left no principle for me 

to countera£l : the number of my vaffals is indeed 

greatly increafed b) the unfolicited wickednefs of the 

prefent time j but this in^itafe -x^ xiQX. tc^^^<tTX Vi^'^ 

J^cskfure of fedu^ioiu 
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If the importance, therefore, of Chriftianity to man* 
kind, (haH appear from its having bufiedme to Tub vert it, 
and from the mifeiy wlush I iufferin idlenefs, now mj 
parpofe is unhappily effe£led ^ I hope they are not yet fo 
obdurate in ill, as to perfift in rejeding it merely in 
ipight to me^ and deftroy themfelyeiB, only that I may 
not • be amufed by attempting their deftrud;ion. You 
'lee, that I have fufiicient benevolence to requeft, that 
liiey would regard their own intereft, at leaft as far as 
it is foof^ent with mine ^ and if they refuTe me, I am 
confident you will think they treat me with more feve** 
frity than I deferve, 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your mod obedient 

-aad very humble Servant, 

SATAN. 
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T^loravere fuis non refponderefavorem 
^eefitum merit u ■ ■ H<NU 

I 

Each inly murmuring at the unequal meed. 
Repines that merit ibould reward exceed. 

Perhaps there is not any word in the language le(s on* 
derftood than Honour ^ and but few that might tiot 
have been equally miftaken, without producing equal 
mifchief. I 

Honour is both a motive and an end : as a princi- 
ple of adion it differs from virtue only in degree, and 
therefore, neceffarily includes it, as generofity includes 
juilice : and as a reward, it can be deferved only bj 
thofe adlions which no other principle can produce. To 
j&y of another that he is a Man of Honour, is at once 
So attribute the principle and to confer the reward. 
jrBut in the commonacceptation of the word. Honour, 
^^ as*a piinciple, d3Rrhot include virtue > and, therefore, 
as a reward, is frequently beftowed upon vice. Such -^ 
indeed, is the blindnefs and vaffalage of human reafon, 
that men are difcouraged frOm virtue by the fear 
of (hame, and incited to vice by the hope of honour. 
Jfonour, indeed, is always c\2lca^d.m(!^^c\QUS terms \ 
but the fadls upon wliicVi t\xft claoxD. \s Ic^wiA^^^^^ ^V- 
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ten flagitioufly wicked. Lothario arrogates the cha- 
lader of a maaof honour, for haying defended a ttdj, 
who had put herfelf under his protedion, from infult at 
the rifk of life ^ and Aleator for fulfilling an engage- 
ment, to which the law would not have obliged him, at 
the expence of liberty. But the champion of the lady 
had firfl feduced her to adultery ^ and to preferve her 
from the refentment of her hufl>and, had killed him in 
a duel : and the martyr to his promife had paid a fum> 
which fliould have difcharged the bill of a necefiitous 
tradeiman, to a gamefter of quality who had given him 
qredit at cardSf 

Such, in the common opinion, are men of honour } 
and he who in certain circumftances (hould abilain from 
murder, perfidy, or ingratitude, would be avoided as re- 
flcaing infamy upon his company. 

lor thefe fpeculatlons I exhauiled my waking powers 
a few nights ago ^ and at length finking into {lumber, 
I was .immediatly tranfported into the regions of 
fancy. 

As I was fitting penfive and alone at the foot of a hill, 
ainan,.whofe appearance was extremely venerable, ad- 
vanced towards me with great fpeed ^ and beckoning 
me to follow him, began haftily to climb the hiU. My 
mind fuddenly fu^gefted, that this was the genius of 
Inftruftion : I, therefore, inflantly rofe up, and obeyed 
the £lent intimation of his will : but not being able to 
afcend with equal rapidity, he caught hold of my hand, 
" Linger not,*" faid he, ** left the hour of illumina- 
** tionbe at an end." We now afcendedto^^\3aeti»^sA 
when we hstd gained the fumnut \ie &oo^ ^i^» '''' ^>ax- 

rejr the profpea,'' faid he, " and teXV me ^wVaX xNx'qm. 
ifcc/J." « To the right;' rejUedl, ^' vs ^\o^^ ^^- 



u 
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" ley, and on the left a boundlefs plain : at the end d 
•*• the valley is a mountain that reaches to the clouds*, 
and on the fummit a brightnefs which 1 cannot ftedM- 
** ly behold." In that valley, faid he, the difciplesof 
Virtue prefs forward 5 and the votaries of Vice wander 
on the plain. In the path of Virtue are many afperides: 
ihc foot is fomctimcs wounded by thorn«, and fome- 
times bruifed agaiuft a flone j but the Iky over it is af ' 
ways fercne j the traveller is i-efrefhcd by the breem 
oPhealth, and invigorated by the ray of cheerfulncfi. 
The plain is adorned with flowers, which .gratify the 
fenfe with fragrance and beauty j but the beauty is 
tranfient, and the fragrance hurtfixl': the ground is foft 
and level 5 and the paths are fo various, that the.tnrfis 
no where worn away ^ but above is perpetual gloom *, 
the fun is not feen, nor the breeze felt j the air ftag« 
nates, and peftilential vapours diffufe drowilnefs, laffi- 
tudfe and anxiety. At the foot of the mountain are the 
bowers or Peace, and on the fiimmil is the temok of 
Honour. 

^ But aH the difciplies of Mrtue do not afccnd the 
mountain : her path indeed, is continued beyond the 
bowers 5 and the lail llage is the afcent of the prcci- 
I ice : to climb, is the voluntary labour of the vigorous 
and the bold j to defift, iis the irreproachable repofe cf 
the timid and the weary. To thofe, however, who 
have furmoiinted the difficulties of the way, the gates 
of the temple have not alwaysbeen opened j nor againil 
thofe by whom it has never been trodtlen, have thcj al- 
ways been fhut : the declivity of the mountain on the | 
other fide, is gradual and t2it;f -, ?ccAVj \Jtw^ 'a.'^T^'«^a«35^ 
of fate, the entrantre o£ tVt tcm^\^ ol ¥VaTtfSNix\n5.>*.^ 
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have aded under the influence of Truth ^ buc was foon 
p€f Verted by Prejudice and Cuilom : (he admitted 
many who afcended the mountain without labour^ from 
the plain, and reje^ed fome who had toiled up the pre- 
cipice in the path of Virtue. Thefe, however, were 
not clamorous for admittance y but either repined iir 
filence, or, exulting with honed pride in the cpnfciouf*' 
nefs of their own dignity, turned from Opinion with 
GoatelDpt and dlfdain^ and fmiled upon the world whicK 
iht^ had ^ft beneath them, th& wit nefs of that labour 
o£ which they had been reiufed the reward. 

£ut the crowd within the temple became difcOntent* 
ed and tumuItuous^ : the difciples of Virtue, jealous o£ 
an eminence which they had obtained by the utmofl 
efforts of human power, made fome attempts to expel 
thofe who had ftrolled negligently up the flope, and< 
been admitted by Opinion to pollute the temple and 
difgrace the affembly ; thofe whofe right was difputed,. 
were, however, all ready to decide the controverfy by 
the fword : and as they dreaded fcarce any imputatioi> 
but cowardice, they treated thofe with gieat infolence 
who declined this deciiioo, and yet would, not admit 
their claim. 

This confufion and uproar was beheld by the God- 
defs, with indignation and regret : (he flew to the throne- 
of Jupiter, and cafting hcrfelf at his feet, " Great ruler 
•• of the world," faid (he, " if I have erected a tem- 
** pie to fulfil the purpofes of thy wlfdom and thy love, 
•* . to allure mortals up the fleep of Virtue, and animate 
*^ them to commmunieate happinefs at the expence of 
'* life j let it not be perverted to ttiv^^x n\c^ ^^^^vi.'we^- 
'* tuous, nor poffeffcd by t\io{e vi\io ^^itt \.o ^^^^'^^ 
" the riohtiott of thy laws, atvd tV^ ^vS>A«^ ^"^ "^f" 
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** mity.'^^upiter gracioufly touched the Goddefs with 
bis fceptre, and replied, " that the appointment of fate 
'^ he could not reverfe ^ that admifiicn to her temple 
^ muft flill depend upon opimon : but ^ that he would 
*^ depute Reafon to examine, h^r condu^l, and, if 
** pofiible, put her again ui\4^rr the influence of 
•* Truth." 

Reafon, therefore, in obedience to the command of 
Jupiter, defcended upon the mountain of Honour, and 
entered the temple. At the firfl appearance of Reafon 
contention was fufpended, and the whole aifemblj hc" 
came iilent with expe£lation : but the moment ihe le- 
vealed her commiflion, the tumult was renewed with 
yet greater violence. All were equally confident, that 
. Reafon would eflablifh the determination of Opimon in 
their favour j and he that fpoke loudeil, hoped to be 
firft heard. Reafon knew, that thofe only had a right 
to enter the temple, who afcended by the path of Vir- 
tue y to determine, therefore, who (hould be expcUed 
or received, nothing more feemed neceffary, than to 
difcover by which avenue they had accefs : but Rea- 
fon herfelf found this difcovery, however eafy in fpe- 
culation, very difficult in effe^l. 

The mod flagitious affirmed, that if they had not 
walked the whole length of the valley, they came into 
it at the foot of the mountain ; and that at lead the 
path by which they had afcended it, was the path of 
Virtue. This was eagerly contradi61ed by others 5 and, 
to prevent the tedious labour of deducing truth from a 
great variety of circumftances, Opinion was called to 
decide the qucftion. I 

But it foon appeared, t\vat Ovv««>^^cwc^Vt«:^ ^O 

path from the othet v an4 t\v^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 
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to admit or refufe upon certain principles, or with flif- 
criminating knowledge* Reafon, however, Hill con- 
tinued to examine her } and, that (he might judge of 
the credibility of her evidence by the account (he 
would give of a known character, afked her, which fide 
of the mountain was afcended by the Macedonian who 
deluged the world with blood i (he anfrrered without 
hefitation, ** The fide of Virtue j that (he knew (he 
** was not miHaken, becaufe (he faw him in the path 
*^ at a great diflance, and remarked that no man had 
** ever afcended withfuch impetuous fpeed^" As Reafon 
knew this account to be falfe, (he ordered Opinion to 
be difmifled) and proceeded to a more particular exami- 
nation of the parties themfelves. 

Reafon found the accounts of many to be in the high- 
rft degree extravagant and abfurd : fome, as^ a proof 
of their having climbed the path of Virtue, defcribed pro- 
Jpeds that appeared from the oppofite fide of the moun- 
tsun 'y and others affirmed, that the path was fmooth 
^nd level, and that many had walked it without flumb- 
ling when they were fcarce awake, and others when 
they were intoxicated with wine. 

Upon the foreheads of all thcfe was Reafon impref- 
fed a mark of reprobation : and as fhe dould not expel 
them without the concurrence of Opinion, fhe deliver- 
ed them over to Time, to whom fhe knew Opinion, had 
always paid great deference, and who had generally 
been a friend to Truth. 

Time was commanded to ufe his influence to pro* 
cure theif expulfion, and to perfuade Opinion to regu- 
late her determinations by the ^vid^tivtwx. ^^ Txxis!^* 
JuRice alfo decreed, that i£ ftitpet^\^^^ Xo ^Y.^^>axOc^^x 
o^ce with Degligence and capiice, utA^x \N\^ vcw^^^^'^^ 

H s 
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of Prcjddice, and in concurrence witli the abfurdiitie» 
of Cuilom, (he (hould be given up to Ridicule, a re* 
aorfelefs being who rejoices in the angui(h which he 
2nfii6b : by him alone- Opinion ean Ke puniihed ^ ae 
tjie found of his fcourge^fhe trembles- wtlk appreheniion 3- 
aod whenever it has been applied bjr^ ifie dire6Uon of 
Juftice-, Opinion has always become ot)edient to Truth » 
Time^ coatimied mj inilru&or, ilili labour* to fulfiP 
the commaiid of Reaf<iB y but though he has procur- 
ed many to-be expelled* who had been admitted^ yet he 
has gained adkniflibn for but few who had been rcjedt- 
id; and O^oioaililheontinaes negligent and perverfe*;- 
fsr at (hei has- often felt the fcourge of Ridicule when 
it has not been deferved^ the dread of it has no other* 
wife influenced her condu£l, tfaan-by throwing her in- 
to fuch^confufiouy that the purpofes of Reafon are fome»- 
times involuntary^defeatedv 

'* Hoi/ then,'' faid 1, " " Aall Honour diftinguifH 
" thofe whom-ihe wifhesto. reward ?" They ihall be 
** diftinguiftied," replied the vifionary fagc, ** in the 
regions* of Immortality j to which they will- at length 
** be conduced by Time, who will not fiiffer them to 
•* be finally difappointed;''' 

Wbilft I was-liflening to this reply, with my eyes fixed 
ftedf^ly upon the temple, It fuddenly difappearcd : 
the black clouds- that hovered over the plain of Vice 
burft in.thunderj the hill on which I flood began to 
fink under me ; and the ftart of fudden teitor as I de^ 
icended awakedme*. 



^^ 
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O jortuna viris iwoidn fortibut 
^am non €tqua^ bonis pramia dhidis. . ^ SifNStA;- ' 



Caprioious Fortim» ever jpysj 
With partial hand to deal the prize, 
To crufh th/B brave and- cheat the ^ife. 

To the Adventurer, 

S r R, Ple^r, June 6. 

1 o the account of fuch of my companions as are im- 
prifoned without being miferable, or are miferable with-^ 
out any claim to compafTion ^ I promifed to add the 
hiflories of thofe, whofe virtue has made them unhap- 
py, or whofe misfortunes are at leaft without a crime. 
That this catalogue ihould be very numerous, neither 
you nor your readers ought to expe£t \ " rari quippc 
** boni j" " The gpod are few*V Virtue is uncommon 
in all the clafles of humanity y and I fuppofe it will* 
fcarcely be imagined.more frequent in. a prifon than in 
other pkces. 

Yet in thefe gloomy regions is to' be found the ten-- 
ditrne{$^ the generofity, the ^ViVVwixXiTQ^Yj ^\ ^^-^^^^j^^^ 
vrho might have lived in coxa^tXwx^A ^^ ^^^> ^^ 
qouid have looked v?u\ioiaX emouow o^ ^^'^ ^^^'^^ 
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of another. Serenus was one of thofe exalted mind^, 
whom knowledge and fagacity could not make fufpici* 
cms 'f who poured out his foul in boundlefs iutimacy, 
and thought community of pofleflions the law of friend- 
ihip. The friend of Serenus was arreted for debt, 
and after n^any endeavours to foften his creditor, fent 
his wife to folicit that afUflance which never was refufed* 
The tears and importunity of female diflrefs were more 
than was neceflary to move the heart of Serenus ^ he 
hailed immediately away, and conferrhig a long time 
with his friend, found him confident that if the prefent 
preflure was taken off, he (hould foon be able to re-efla- 
blifh his affairs. Serenus, accuftomed to believe, and 
afraid to aggravate diflrefs, did not attempt to dete£l 
the fallacies of hope, nor refledl that every man over- 
whelmed with calamity believes, that if that was re- 
moved, he fhall immedately be happy : he, therefore, 
with little hefitation offered himfelf as furety. 

In the firfl raptures of efcape all was joy, gratitude 
and confidence ; the friend of Serenus difplayed his 
profpe6ls, and counted over the fums of which he fhould 
infallibly be mafler before the day of payment. Sere- 
nus in a (hort time began to find his danger, but could 
not prevail with himfelf to repent of beneficence j and 
therefore fuflfered himfelf flill to be amufed with pro- 
jeds which he durfl not confider, for fear of finding 
them impra6licable. The debtor, after he had tried 
every method of raifing money which art or indigence 
could prompt, wanted either fidelity or refolution to 
furrender himfelf to prifon, and left Serenus to take 
If/s plaae. 

Serenus has often propofcd to t\xe cxt^vtoxA^ ^^1 
whatever he (hall appear to Wve \o^\>7 \>a& ^\^^ 
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cif his friend ^ but however reafonable this propofal 
may be thought, avarice and brutality have been hither- 
to inexorable, and Serenus ftill continues to languilh in 
prifon. 

In this place, however, where want makes almoft 
every man felfilh, or defperation gloomy, it is the good 
fortune of Serenus not to live Vithout a friend : he 
pafTes mod of his hours in the converfation of Candidus, 
ai man whom the iame virtuous du6tility has with fome 
difference of circumftances made equally unhappy. Can-' 
didus, when he was young, helplefs, and ignorant, 
found a patron that educated, prote6^ed, and fupported 
liim : his patron being more vigilant for others than 
himfelf, left at his death an only fon, defHtute and 
friendlefs; Candidus was eager to repay the benefits 
he had received ^ and having maintained the youth for 
a few years at his own houfe, afterwards placed him 
with a merchant of eminence, and gave bonds to a 
great value as a fecurity for his condu6t. 
- The young man, removed too early from the only 
eye of which he dreaded the obfervation, and deprived 
of the only inftrudion which he heard with reverence, 
foon learned to confider virtue as reflraint, and reflraint 
as oppreflion ; and to look with a longing eye at every 
expence to which he could not reach, and every plea- 
fiire which he could not partake : by degrees he devi- 
ated from his firf): regularity, and imhappily mingling 
among young men bufy in diflipating the' gains of their 
fathers induflry, he forgot the precepts of Candidus, 
fpent the evening in parties of pleafure^ and the motiSL-^ 
iag in expedients to fupport \a% xiots« H^ ^^s^Vsr^^-^^^^ 
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dextrou* avd adive in bufinefs ^ and his mafter, being. 
fecured agaiaft any confequences of diihoneftyy was 
yttrj little felicitous to infped his^ mannerSy.or to in- 
quire bow he paffed thofe hours, which were not im<*- 
mcdiately devoted to the buiinefs of his profeffion : 
when he was< informed of the young man^s extrava- 
gance qx debauchery^ ** Let his bondfinan look to^ 
^ thaty^^ (aid he ^** I have taken care of myfelf.'* 

Thus the unhappy fyendthrift pxoceeded from folly/ 
to folly, and' from, vice tO/ vice, with the connivance if 
sot the encoiaragement of hismafter y till in the heat 
of a no£himal revel he conunitted fuch violences in the 
fireet as. drew upon him a criminal profecution. Guilty; 
and unexperienced, he knew not what courfe to take y 
to confefs- his crime to Candidus, and folicit his inter* 
pofition, was little lefs dreadful than to (land before the 
frown of a court of juftice. Having, therefore, paffedi 
the day with angui(h,in his heart and diftra^ion in his* 
looks, he feifed at night a^ very large fum of money in. 
the coihptingrhoufe, and fetting out he knew not whi- 
ther, was heard of no more. 

The confequence of his flight was the ruin.of Candi<- 
dus : ruin furely undeierved and irreproachable^ and. 
fuch as the laws of a juii government ought either ta 
prevent or repair : nothing is more inequitable than, 
that one man (hould fuffer for the crimes^ o£ another,, 
for crimes which he neither, prompted nor permitted,, 
which he could, neither forefee nor prevent* When 
we coniider the. weaknefs of human refolutions and the 
iDCoaBAency of human condud, it muil appear, abfurd' 
that one man fhall engsigc iot aiioX)ci^\) x^^\.\i^;tv^'«c^V 
^tuLxxgc his opinions ox alXexlQAvct>i\^tx&.« 



ft isy I think, worth^r of con£deration, whether, i!nc0 
no wager is binding without a^poflibilitj of lofs on eacb 
fide, it is not equally reafonabk, that no contra^ 

. (hould be valid without reciprocal ftipuI'atioM? : but in 
this cafe, ^nd' others of the fame kind; isEhat is^ flipulate^ 
on his fide ;to whom the bond is given ? he takes ad« 
vantage of the fecuritj, negle^s his affairs^ omits hi» 
dbty, fuffers timorous wickednefs to grow daring by^ 
degrees, permits^ appetite to call for new gratifications/ 
and, perhaps, fecretly longs for the time in which he 
fliall have power to feize the forfeiture : and if virtue 
or gratitude fhould ptove too flrong for temptation, 
and' a young man periifl in honefly, however infligated' 
by his paillons, what can fecure him at lafl againft a 
f&Ife accufdtion ? I for my part always fhall fufpe6t^ 
that he who can by fiich methods fecure his property^ 
will go one flep farther to increafe it 3 nor can I think 
that man fafely trufled with the means of mifchief^ 
who, by his defire to have them in his hands, gives an' 
evident proof How much lefs he values his* neighbourr 
Happinefs than his own. 

Another of our companFonS" is Lentuliis, a man* 
whofe dignity of birth was very ill fupported by his 
fortune^ As fome of the firft offices in the kingdonr 
were filled by his reFations, he was early invited to 
court, and encouraged by carefles and promifes to at- 
tendance and' folicitation : a confldnt appearance in 
/plendid' company necefl*arily required magnificence 
of drefs; and* a frequent participation of faihionabl6 
amufements forced him into expence : but theCe m^«A 
£ures were lequifite to his fuccefe-, ^xwc^ t-Ntx^ \i!«^^ 

knows, that to be loft to fight is to \>e Vi^ ^^ xc«v«sk.« 
traace, and' that he wto dclixcs to fiSL ^ nucw^'ctj ^tscol 
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be always at band, left fome man of greater vigilance 
ihould ftep in before bim. 

By tbis courfe of life bis little fortune was every day 
made lefs : but be received fo many diftinftions in pub- 
lic, and was known to refort fo familiarly to tbe boufes 
of tbe great, tbat every man looked on bis preferment 
as certain and believed tbat its value would compenfate 
for its flownefs ; be, tberefore, found no difficulty in ob- 
taining credit for all tbat bis rank or bis vanity made 
neceflary ^ and as ready payment was not expe6led, tbe 
bilk were proportionably enlarged,and tbe value of 
tbe bazard or delay were adjufted folely by tbe equity 
of tbe creditor. At lengtb deatb deprived Lentulus of 
one of bis patrons, and a revolution in tbe mini dry of 
anotber ; fo tbat all bis profpedls vanifbed at once, ^md 
tbofe tbat bad before encouraged bis expences, began 
to perceive tbat tbeir money was in danger : tbere was 
now no otber contention but wbo ibould firft feize up- 
on bis perfon, and, by forcing immediate payment, de- 
liver bim uf) naked to tbe vengeance of tbe reft. In 
purfuance of tbis fcbeme, one of tbem invited bim 
to a tavern, and procured bim to be arrefted at tbe 
door ^ bu|t Lentulus, inftead of endeavouring fecretly 
to pacify him by payment, gave notice to tbe reft, and 
offered to divide amongft tbem tbe remnant of bis for- 
tune : tbey feafted fix bours at bis expence, to delibe- 
rate on bis propofal ^ and at laft determined, tbat, as he 
could not offer more than five fbillings in tbe pound, it 
would be more prudent to keep bim in prifon, till be 
could procure from bis relations tbe payment of bis 
debts, 
Lentulus is not tbe only m?Lti coxi^tit^ Vv\>d\xl >^v^\^ 
WaUs, on the fame account; tJ^e^V^^ Y^oc^^vxx^^ \v^^^ 
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the fame motives, .is common among men whom the 
law allows to partake the ufe of fire . and water with 
the compaflionate and the jufl : who frequent the af- 
femblies of commerce in open day, and talk with de- 
teflation and contempt of highwaymen or houfe- 
breakers : but, furely, that man mufl be confefTedly 
robbed, who is. compelled, by whatever means, to pay 
the debts which he does not owe ^ nor can I look with 
equal hatred upon him, who, at the hazard of his life, 
holds out his piflol and demands my purfe, as on him 
who plunders under ihelter of the law, and, by detain- 
ing my fon or my friend in prifon^ extorts from me 
the price of their liberty. No man can be more an 
enemy to fociety than he, by whofe machinations our 
TOTtues are turned to our difad vantage j he is lefs de- 
flru6iive to mankind that plunders cowardice} than he 
that preys upon compaffion. 

I believe, Mr. Adventurer, you will readily confefs, 
that though not one of thefe, if tried before a commer*^ 
cial judicature, can be wholly acquitted from impru* 
dence or temerity j yet that, in the eye of all who can 
coniider virtue as diflin£t from wealth, the fault of ' 
two of them, at lead, is outweighed by the merit ; and 
that of the third is fo much extenuated by the circum- 
flances of his life, as not to deferve a perpetual prifon: 
yet mufl thefe, with multitudes equally blamelefs, lan» . 
guifli in confinement, till malevolence fhall relent, or 
the law be changed. 

I am, SIR, 

I 

T Your humble {ei^vat^ 
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fereanij qui mitt nos nt^ra dixerunt f 

DONATUS apud jEROlkTr 

Pexlfh thofe \ w6o have fiiid oiir goodthing^ biefore US'. 

7*Hi number of original writers, of writers who difco— 
ver a^y traces of native .thought, or veins of new ex- 
preffioni is foujid to be extremely iacaj^ in every branch 
af literature* Few poflefs ability or courage to thinkr 
fof themfelv^s, to truft to their own powers, to rely on 
their owfi flock ^ and, therefore, the generality creep^ 
tamely and cauttoufly in the track of their predeceflbrs* 
The quinteffence of the largeft libraries might be re« 
duced to th^ compafe ^ a few volumes, if all ufelefs re«^ 
petitions and acknowledged truths were to be omitted 
in this procefs of critical chemiilry. A learned French- 
man informs us, that he intended ta compile a treatife, 
wifi rm MTo^ u^fumv^ " concerning things that had beea. 
^ faid but oace,^^ which certainly would have been, 
contained in a very fmall pamphlet. 

It happens unfortunately in poetry, which princi- 
jpally claims the merit of novelty and invention, that 
Ms want o£ originality ar\£es iiec^jas-nxX^ , tvox. liji'aL'aL ^ 
barreanefs and timidity of genm^ \>u\.itom \tiNvwi)W^«^ 
ueccmtj and the nattirc o£ tiungs* Tt^ ^ox\a j^IxVqS^ 
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who profefsanar^whofe eflfence is^mitation, mud needs- 
be damped with a clofe refemblance to each other y 
fince: the objedls material or animate, extraneous or in- 
ternal, whiclf they all imitate, lie equally open to the- 
obfervatton of all, and are perfectly fimilari Defcrip- 
tioQS, therefore, that are faithful and jud, mud be uni* 
fonn and alike r the firfl copier mud be, perhaps, en-* 
titled to the praife of priority^ but a fucceeding one 
ought not certainly to be- condemned for plagiarifm. 

• I am inclined to think, that notwithdanding the ma- 
nifold alterations didufed in modern times over the face* 
of aature, hj, tho invention of arts and manufa^ures, by 
the extent of commerce, by the improvements of philo* 
fophy and mathematics, by the manner of fortifying and 
fighting, by the important diicovery of both the Indies, 
«id above all, by the total change of religion ^ yet*aA 
epic or dramatic writer, though- furrounded with fuch a 
multitude of novelties^ would find it didicult or impodi- 
ble to be totally original, and eflentially di&r«nt from 
Homer and Sophocles. The caufes that excite and tiie 
operations that exemplify the greater padions, will al« 
ways have an exa£l coincidence, though perhaps a littlo- 
diverdfied by climate or cudom : every exafperated hero 
mud rage like Achilles, and every adii£ted widow 
mourn like Andromache : an abandoned Armida will 
make ufe of Didoes execrations ^ and a Jew will nearly 
. xefemble a Grecian, when almod placed in the fame 
dtuation ; that is, the loas of Racine ip his incom* 
parable Atindia, will- be very like the Ion of Euripides. 
Boileau obferves, that a new and extraerdkiary 
thought 15 by no mcans-.a t\io>\^\. v^yOdl \k»'^^«^^^ 
ever conceived before, ox cou\d ^o^&XiVj cqvnk.w4^S ^ 
$bc cc^t/-a^, it u hch si t^oxigJaX 3A m>a&\3^'^^^ ^^^ 
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to every man in the like cafe» and bave been one of 
the firfl in any perfon*s mind upon the fame occafion : 
and it is a maxim of Pope, that whatever is very good 
ienfe mufl have been common fenfe at all tim^. 

But if from the foregoing refiedions it may appear 
difficulty to diilinguilb imitation and plagiarifm from 
neceffary refemblance and unavoidable analogy, yet the 
following paflages of Pope, which, becaufe they have 
never been taken notice of, may poffibly entertain co- 
zious and critical readers, feem evidently to be borrow-^ 
td, though they are improved. 

The dying Chriftian addreffes his (bul with a fine fpi- 
lit of poetical enthuiiafm. 

Vital fpark of heavenly flame ! 
Qwt, O quit this mortal frame ! 
Trembling, hoping, lingering, flying, 
. O ! the pain, the blifs of dying !• 



Hark ! they whifper—— Angels fay, 
Sifter fpirit, come away ! 

I was furprifed to And this animated pafiage clofely co- 
pied from one of the vile Pindaric writers in the time 
of Charles the fecond : 

When on my iick bed I languiih> 
Full of forrow, full of anguifli, 
Fa'nting, gafping, trembling, crying, 
• Panting, groaning, fpeechlefs, dying ! ■■! ■■ 
Methinks I hear fome gentlp fpirit fay, 
Be not fenrfd, come away \ ^vk'^-wLMe^. 
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Palingcnius and Charron fiimiihed him witk tlit twO 
following thoughts in the Eflay on Man : 

Superior beings^ when of late they faw 
A mortal man unfold all nature^s law j 
AdmirM fuch wifdom in an earthly (hape. 
And ihewM $i Newton, as we ihew an ape. n 

Popz. 

Vtque mavit nobis imitatrix Jlmia rifiim^ 
Sic nos caicolis^ quoties cervice fuperbd 
Veniofi gradtmur"^--^ 

And again,, 

Simtti calicolumy rifiifque jocufque deforum eft 
Itttncbomo, quunLtemer^ ingenio confidit^ is^ audet . 
Abdita natura fcrutari^ arcanaque divdfH- 

Falingenius. 

Whileman exclaims, ** fee all things for my ufe !" 
^^ See man for mine P^ replies a pamperM goofe. 

Pope. 

** Man fcruples not to fay, that he enjoyeth the hea- 
'^ yens and the elements \ as if all had been mad^e, and 
• '^ flill move only for him. In- this fenfe a goiling may 
^' fay as much, and perhaps with more truth and juft- 
•* nefs." 

Charron. 

That he hath borrowed not only featiments but ev^n 
cxprefTions from a Wollafton and Pafcal cannot be 
doubted, if wc confider two mot^ ^^S^^^t'^ \ 
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^^KHien I'he loofe mountain trembles from on highf 

Shall gravitation ceafe if you go by ? 

'Or fome old temple nodding to its fall. 

For Chartres"* head referve the hanging wall ? 

Pope. 

*^ If a good man be pafling by an infirm building/jufl 
*' xn the article of falling } can it be expeded that 
** GOD fhould fufpcnd the force of gravitilttion till he 
** is gone by, in order to his deliverance ?'* 

WOLLASTOK. 

Chaos of thought and paflion all confused. 
Still by himfelf abused, ot difabusM -, 
Qreated half to rife, and half to fall^ 
Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all ; 
Sole judge of truth, in endlefs error hurPd, 
The glory, jeft, and riddle of the world. 

PoTfi. 

•* What a chimera then is man ! what a confufed 
" chaos ! what a fubjed of contradiction ! a profefled 
" judge of all things, and yet a feeble worm of the 
" earth ! the great depofitary and • guardian of truth, 
** and yet a mere huddle of uncertainty ! the glory and 
" the fcandal of the univerfe J" 

Pascal. 

The witty allulion to the punifhment of avarice, in 
; the Epiille on Riches, 

Damn to the mines, an tquaV {a.\^\)t,xl4^^ 

The dayc that digs it, and xXie fta^t \!ti^x\a^^^S v 
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is plainly taken frorn^ " The caufes of the decay o£ 
"*' Chriflian piety," where that excellent and negledcfl 
writer &ys, ^^ it has always been held the (evereft treat-* 
*^ ment of flaves and malefadors," damnare ad metuUa^ 
■ *^ to force them to dig in the mines : now this is the 
'^^ covetous manV lot, from which he is never to«xpeft 
*' areleafe." Cowley has alfo ufed the fame allufion. 
The celebrated refle£)ion with which Charteres^s epi- 
taph, in the fame epilHe^ concludes, is the pnyperty of 
Smyere. 

To rock the -cradle of repoiing age, 

is a tender and eleganr image of filial piety, for which 
Pope is indebted to Montagne, who wifhes, in one of 
his eiTays, to find a fon-in-law that may ** kindly che- 
** ri{h his old age, and rock it afleep." And the cha- 
rader of Helluo the glutton, introduced to exemplify 
the force and continuance of the ruling paffion^ who in 
the agonies of death exclaimed, 

■ ^ -Then l3ring the Jowl ] 

istaken from that tale in Fontaine, which ends, 

■ Puis qu^t/Jaut queje meure 

Sans fake Jant defafon^ 

^^on m^afifiorte tout a fiieure 
Le rejle de mottpvrffbn. 

The conclttfion of the epitaph on -Gay, where he ob- 
ferves that lus honour conftHs not in being entombed 
among kings and heroes, 

But that the wortliy and the goodimx) ^"k^ ^ 
Striking their penfive bofoms— \lw^ "^«.^ ^"^^-^ 
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i^ adopted from an old Latin elegy on the death of 

prince Henry. 

In feveral parts of his writings, Pope feems to have 

formed himfelf on the model of Boileau ; as might ap- 
• pear from a large dedu6tion of particular paflages, aU 

mod literally tranflated from that nenrous and fenfible 
. fatiriH. 



-Happily to fteer 



Froin grave to gay, from lively to fevere. 

Pope. 



D^une voix legere 
. T offer du graiie au doux^ du piaifant au fevere I 

fioiLSAU. 

Pride, madncfs, folly, againft Dryden rofe, 
In various fhapes of parfons, critics, beaus. 

Foft. 

LSgnorancey &» Perreur afes naiffantes pieces^ 
En habits de marquis y en robbes de comtejfesj 
Venoient pour diffamerfon chef d^ceuvre nouveau, 

Boileau. • 

While I am tranfcribing thefe fimilarities, I feel 
great uneafinefs, left I fhould be accufed of vainly and 
impotently endeavouring to cafl clouds over the repu- 
tation of this exalted and truly original genius, ** whofe 
- ** memory,'' to ufe an exprcflion of Ben Jobnfon, ** I 
^ ** do honour, on this fide idolatry, as much as any ;" 
and lefl the reader fhould be cloyed and difgufled with 
a cluHer of quotations; it happens, however, fortu- 
nateljr, that each paffagel\x^'vc^to^>3i^^^^c^t&»3Q.^<staSi 
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important moral truth, or conveys fomc pleafing image 
of the mind. 

Critics feem agreed in giving greater latitude t© 
the imitation of the ancients than of later writers. T« 
enrich a compofition with the fentiments and images of 
Greece and Rome, is ever efleemed, not only lawful, 
but meritorious. W« aiom our v^itings with their 
ideas, with as little fcruple, as our houfes with their 
flatues. And Pouflin is not accufed of plagiarifm, for 
having painted Agrippina covering her face witfr both 
her hands, at the death of Germanicus ^ though Timan- 
thes had reprefented Agamemnon clofely veiled at the 
facrifice of his daughter, judicioufly leaving the Spe6la- 
tor to guefs at a forrow incxpreflible, and that mocked 
the power of the pencil. 
Z 
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Notitiam ptimofque gradus vicinia fecit ; 

Tempore crevit amor. Ovi». 

Acquaintance grew, th^ acquaintance they improye 
To friendfhip \ friendfhip ripenM into love. 

Eufden. 

To the Adventurer. 

SIR, 

AO^R paper of laft Tuefday fe^nnight, which I did not 
I'ead till to-day, determined me to fend you an account 
of my friend Eugenio, by whofe diftrefs my mind has 
been long kept in perpetual agitation : and perhaps, 
ray narrative may not only illuflrate your allegory, but 
contribute to recover opinion from her defe£lion. 

As Orgilio, the father of Eugenio, had no princi* 
pies but thofe of a man of honour, he avoided alike 
both the virtues and vices which are incompatible with, 
that charader : religion he fuppofed to be a contri- 
vance of priefls and politicians, to keep the vulgar in 
awe 5 and ufed by thofe in the rank of gentleman who 
pretend to acknowledge its obligations, only as an ex- 
pedient to conceal their want ol ^\kU\\.. By a conduct 
regulated upon thefe jptmci^\ts,^\iti S^^xvsS^l xt^xw^^^^. 
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paternal eilate of two thoufand pounds per annum, to 
five bimdred. Befides Eugenio, he had only one 
child, a daughter : his wife died whibs they were in- 
fants. His younger brother, who had acquired a very 
confiderable fortune in trade, retired unmarried into 
the country: he knew that the paternal eflate was 
greatly reduced ^ and, therefore, took the expence of 
his nephew^s education upon himfelf : after fome years 
had been fpent at Weflminfler fcfaool, be fent him to * 
the univerfity, and fupported him by a very genteel an- 
nuity. 

Eugenio, though his temper was remarkably warm 
and fprightly, had yet a high relifli of literature, at)d 
infenfibly acquired a ftrong attachment to a college 
life. His apartment adjoined to mine, and our ac- 
quaintance was foon improved into friendfhip. I found 
in bim great ardour of benevolence^ and a fenfe of 
generofity and honour, which I had conceived to con- 
fill only in romance. With refpeft to Chriftianity, in- 
deed, he was as yet a fceptic : but I found it eafy to 
obviate general objedions ^ and, as he had great 
penetration and fagacity, was fuperior to prejudice, 
and habituated to no vice which he wifhed to counte- 
nance by infidelity, he began to believe as foon as he 
began to enquire : the evidence for Revelation at 
length appeared incoQteflible \ and without bufying 
himfelf with the cavils of fubtility againd particular 
flo6lrines, he determined to adhere inviolably to the 
precepts as a rule of life, and to trufl in the promifes as 
^^ he foundation of hope. The fsune ardour and firmnefs, 
the fame generofity and honour, were ivo-w t^L^xcS^t^ 
Vritb laort exalted views, and upon a. TsioTt -^cAe.^ 
plan, H: can£dered me as bis prcce^jjtox^ SixA "V cotv- 

1 2 ^^4s.^^^ 



14^6 THE ADVENTURER. No. LXIV. 

i!dered Lim as my example : eur friendfhlp increafed 
every day } and I believe ke had conceived a defign to 
follow me into orders. But when he had continued at 
college about two years, he received a command from 
his father to come immediately to town : for that his 
earned defire to place him in the army was now ac- 
oomplifhed, and he had procured him a captain^s corn- 
mi (Tion. £y the fame pofl he received a letter from 
his uncle, in which he was drongly urged to continue 
at college, with prcmifes of fucceeding to his whole 
eflate ^ his father^s projed was zealoufly condenmed, 
and his negle^^ of a brother^s concurrence refented» 
£ugenlo', though it was greatly his defire to continue 
at college, and his interefl to oblige his uncle, yet o- 
beyed his father without the lead hefitation. 

When he came to town, he difcovered that a warm 
altercation had been carried on between his uncle and 
his father upon this fubjedl : his uncle, not being able 
to produce any effe£): upon the father, as a laft effort 
had written to the fon^ and being equally offended 
with both, when his application to both had been e- 
qually ineffedlual, he reproached him with folly and in- 
gratitude 'y and dying foon after by a fall from his 
horfe, it appeared, that in the height of his refentment, 
he had left his whole fortune to a diflant relation, in 
Ireland, whom he had never feen. 

Under this misfortune Eugenio comforted himfelf by 
refleding, that he had incurred it by obedience to his 
father ^ and though it precluded hopes that were dear- 
er than life, yet he never expreffed his difpleafure ci- 
tber by inveftive or complaint. 
Orgflio had very early iiv Wit cow\i^t.^ ^TLVc^Yo^acy 
wth jAgrcftis, a gcntVemaii n^Vo^^ Oa»x^^^x wA'^ys 
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cipltes were very different from his own. Agreflis had 
veryjuft notions of right and wrong, by which he re- 
gulated his conduct without any regard to the opinion 
of others: his integrity was univerfal and inflexible, 
and his temper ardent and open j he abhorred whatever 
liad the appearance of difingenuity, he was extremely 
jealous of his authority, and there was a rough fimpli-^ 
city in his manner which many circumdances of his life 
had contributed to produce. His father left him a for- 
tune of two hundred thoufand pounds ^ but as the par- 
fimony whicb enabled him to amafs it, extended to the 
education of his fon by whom it was to be pofiTeiTed, he 
bad been taught neither politenefs nor literature. He 
married a lady, whofe influence would have polilhed 
the rough diamond by degrees y but ihe died within 
the firft year of her marriage, leaving him a daughter 
to whom he gave her name Amelia, and transferred all 
Ikis affe^ion : he, therefore, continued to live in great 
privacy ^ and being ufed to have only fervants and de^ 
pendants abotxt him, he indulged the peculiarities of 
his humour without that complaifance which becomes 
infeniibly habitual to thofe, who mix in the company of 
perfons whom it is their apparent interefl to pleafe, and 
whofe prefence is a perpetual reflraint ttpon fuch irre- 
gular darts of temper as would incur contempt by ar- 
rogating a fuperiority which none would acknowledge. 
To this difpoiition his daughter accommodated herfel£ 
as (he grew up, from motives both of aife6iion and du- 
ty : as he knew and regretted the defedl of his own 
education, he fpared no coft to complete her's 5 and flie 
is indeed the moft accomplifhed chara61er I ever 
knew : her obedience is cheerful and implicit^ her af- 
£edion tender and without pBx^A^ •, Wt \q^^ v^^^^^^^ 

13 "^ 
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the utmoft fweetnefs and fenfibility, and yet there is a 
dignity in her manner which commands refped. 

The intimacy between the father of Eugeniq and 
Agreflis produced a tender friendship between his iifter 
and Amelia, which began in their infancy, and increaf- 
ed with their years. 

Such charaders as Amelia and Eugenio, could not 
.be long familiarly known to each other, without excit- 
ing mutual efleem : the transition from efieem to love, 
between perfons of different fexes, is often impercepti- 
ble even to themfelves 3 and, perhaps, was not diico- 
Tered till long after it had happened, either by £uj^- 
nio or Amelia. When he returned from the univerfity, 
fhe was about eighteen ! as her flature and her beauty 
were greatly increafed during this interval, their firft 
tSt&. upon £ugenio was proportionably greater; and he 
perceived:fiom whatever caufe, a more fenfible emo- 
. tion in her. He had too much difcemment not to dif- 
• cover that ihe loved him ; and too much generofity 
not to conceal his love of her, becaufe he was fo much 
her infeiior in fortune : fometimes he reflected upon 
her partiality with pleafure, and fometimes with rc- 
. gret J but while they were thus mutually confcious to 
- deiires which they mutually fupprefled, the late rebel- 
lion broke out, and Eugenio was commanded into 
Scotland. In this expedition he diHinguifhed himfelf 
equally by his courage and humanity : and though he 
had not much money, and therefore could but feldom^ 
difplay his bounty ; yet his concern for the real inte- 
reft of his men was fo apparent, as well in fuch a6ls of 
kindnefs as were in his power, as in the flri6t difciplioe 
which he maintaiued among \\vem,th2Lt his gerfonal in- 
Alienee wa? ycj;y powerful and e-sXtiiSiN^. "S^uxvci^x^"^ 
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abfence, though he felt his paOlon for Amelia increafe, 
notwithlbanding all his attempts to fupprefs it ^ yet he 
never wrote to her, but contented himfelf with men- 
tioning her in general terms, and including her in his 
remembrance of other friends, when he wrote to his 
father and his Mer. 

When he returned, as his fifter^s intimacy with Ame« 
lia ilill continued, his opportunities to fee her were 
equally frequent : but the pleafure of thofe interviews 
were become yet more tumultuous and confufed ^ and 
the lovers were both confcious, that their fentiments 
were every moment involuntarily difcovered to each 
other. 

Amelia had difmifled many fuitors, who were not 
kfs diftinguiflied by their merit than their rank, becaufe 
ihe dill hoped to enrich Eugenio with her fortune ^ and 
£ugenio perfilled in a condud by which this hope was 
difappointed, becaufe he would not degrade Amelia by 
an alliance with dependence and poverty. The objec- 
tions of duty might, indeed, have been removed by 
obtaining the confent of Agreflis } but thofe of honour 
would dill have remained : he was not, however, abfo- 
lutely without hope ^ for though he had lofl his uncle's 
fortune by obedience to his father, yet as he had great- 
ly recommended himfelf to his commanding ofHcer, 
who was of the highefl rank^ he believed it podible 
that he might be advanced to a poll in the army, 
which would juilify his preteniions to Amelia, and re- 
move all his difficulties at once. 

Agreflis wondered at the condudl of his daughter,. 

but neither afked nor fufpeded her motives ! for he had 

alwa/s declared, that as he beWeved ^^. v;o\iX\ ^^n^^ 

I ^ \»ax^-i. 
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marry agalnft his confent, he would never urge her to 
marrj againfl her own inclination. 

Amelia, therefore, continued to decline every offer, 
and Eugenio to fee her almofl every day, without the 
lead intimation of his love, till the beginning of the 
lad winter, when he loft his fifter by the fmall pox. 
His interviews with Amelia were nowlcfs frequent, and, 
therefore, more interefting : he feared, that as he 
would be feldom in her fight, the afTiduities of fome 
fortunate rival might at length exclude him from her 
remembrance : he did not, however, faulter in his refo- 
lution, nor did Amelia change hex condu6^. 
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Etfuriis ag it at us amor, Virg. 

Love, which the furies irritate to rage. 

I 

It happened that about this time (lie was addreffcd by 
Ventofus, the eldeft fon of a noble family 5 who, bc- 
fides a large eftate, had great expeflations from his fa- 
ther's influence at court. Ventofus, though he was 
flrongly recommended by Agreftis, and was remarkable 
for peiTonal accomplifhments, was yet received with 
great coldnefs by Amelia ; he was furprized, mortified, 
snd djfappointed ^ yet he conUtvued \v\s \\^\s, •a.xA'^i'w^ 
ycrjr diligent to difcovex Vf\iat\i2id -^xtxtivX^^ \1^ ^\i^- 
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: cefs. One evening, juft as he was about to take liis 
leave, after much ineffe6lual treaty and complaint, Eu- 
genio unexpcftedly entered the room. Ventofus in- 
llantly remarked the embarraffraent, both of his miflrefs 
and the flranger, whom he, therefore, fuppofed to be a 

• rival, and no longer wondered at his own difappoint- 
XDcnt : thefe fufpicions were every moment confirmed 
and increafed : for his prefence produced emotion 

• which could neither be concealed nor millake'^ 

• though by a lefs penetrating eye than that of jealo^" / , 
they might have been overlooked- 

He was now fired with refentment and indignation 5^ 
and having left the room fomewhat abruptly, he was. 
met upon the flairs by Agreilis, with whom he defired 
' to fpeak a few words in private. Agreftis turned back 
into another apartment, and Ventofus told him with 
fome warmth, that he did not expedl to have found his 
daughter pre-engaged j and that he could not help 
thinking himfelf ill treated^ Agreftis, with equal 
warmth required him. to ex^plain his meanings and after 
fome time had been fpent in eager altercation, they 
parted in better temper y Agretlis perfuaded that a 
clandeiline love- had been carried on. between his 

9 

daughter and Eugenio, and Ventofus convinced that 
Agreftis had never encouraged the pretenfions of his. 
rivaL. 

Agreftis immcdiarely fent for Amelia, and fternly 
urged her with many queftions, which ftie could only 
anfwer with blufties and tears ; her filence and confu- 
fion convinced hinL thsit. Ventofus was not miftaken ; 
and, therefore,, defifting from enquiry, he feverely re- 
prehended her for the paft, and enjoined her never to 
converfe with Eugenio again •, to viViom \i& "a^Sa 'l\'^- 
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fied his difpleafiire, and requefted that to prevent far- 
ther uneafinefs he would come no more to his houle tHl 
Amelia fhould be married. 

Eugenio, though his love wais almoft hopelefs be- 
fore, was yet greatly afflidled by this meflage } becaufc 
he feared that Amelia had fallen under her father's 
difpleafure, and that now he was become jealous of his 
authority he might be tempted to abufe it. As to fe- 
cure her peace was the principal objed of his wHh, he 
concealed what had happened from his father, left a 
quarrel (hould be produced between him and Agreflis, 
in which Amelia'^ delicacy and tendemefs would be 
yet more deeply wounded. When a vifit was intended 
to Agreftisy he always took care to have (bme engage- 
ment at another place : Agreftis, however, as he had 
no conception of the principles upon which £ugenio 
a£^ed, did not doubt but that he had communicated the 
reafon of l^is abfence to his father, and that his father 
was fecretly offended ^ but as he exprefled no refent- 
ment, he l>eKeved that his ambition had for once re- 
illrained the petulance of his pride, that he difiembled 
to prevent Bn open rupture, and had ftili hopes of ef- 
fedHng the purpofe which he had ccmcerted with his 
fen. 

A fufpicion of ill-will always produces it ^ but befides 

l^is caufe of alienation, Agreftis had unjuftly imputed a 

eonduft to his friend, which rendered him the obje^ of 

his contempt and averfion ;. he, therefore, treated him 

with coldnefs and referve, fuppofing that he wellknew the 

€au£e, and negleded to return Bis vifits without think- 

Sig it nef^flary to affign any le^on. This condu£l was 

at length remarked by 'J0tp\io, "tAio coT£A«t^\ \x "Wi 

^ cjstpnct q£ a diarftaet nUcV V ^iw«i^ ^A^v^^^s 
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he, therefore, retorted the negleft vrithout expoftula- 
idon : and thus all intercourfe between the families was 
at an end. 

Eugenio in the mean time was inflexible in his pur- 
pofe J and Amelia, in her next interview with Vento* 
(us, acquainted him that (he would fee him no more. 
Vcntofus again appealed to her father : but the old gen- 
tleman was fleady in his principles, notwithfianding his 
refentment ; and told him, that he had exerted all the 
authority which God and nature had given him in his 
favour 'y and that, however provoked, he would never 
profiitute his child, by compelling her to marry a per- • 
ion who was not the objeft of her choice. 

Ventofus, who was extremely mortified at this dif- 
appointment, was very inquifitive about Eugenio, for 
whom he iliU fuppofed he had been reje&ed : he foon 
learned his fituation and circumflances, and his long in-^ 
timacy with Amelia ^ he refleded upoji the confiifion 
which both had exprefied, in the accidental interview 
at which he was prefent ^ and was willing to believe, 
that his rival, however contemptible, had been too fuc- 
cefsful to be fup planted with honour by a huA>and :. 
this, however, if he did not believe, he was very dili- 
gent to propagate y and to remove the difgrace of a re- 
fufal, hinted that for this reafon he had abruptly dif- 
continued his addrefles, and congratulated himfelf upoa 
his efcs^e. 

It happened that about fix weeks ago, Ventofus, as 
he was walking in the Mall, with a younger officer of 
di(tin£tion, met Amelia in company of feveral'ladies and 
a gentleman. He fought fit to bow to Amelia with a 
6iperci}ioas reiped, which \iad gte^xN^j ^^ "«« cJl'WN.Vst- 
Mt: of this compliment Amt^, \\io>a.^ ^^X^Oi^a 

16 ^ 
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him in the face, took no notice : by this calm diiHain 
he was at once difappointed and confounded j he was 
ilung by an effort of his own malignity, and his breafl 
fwelled with padion which he could not vent. In this 
agitation of mind he hallily turned back, and "deter- 
mined, for whatever reaibn, to follow her. After he 
had advanced about fifty paces, he (aw Eugenio coming 
forward, who the moment he perceived Amelia, turn- 
ed into another walk. This was obferved by Ventofus, 
whofe contempt and indignation had now another ob- 
ject, upon which they might without violence to the 
laws of honour be gratified : he communicated his pur- 
pofe to his companion, and haflily followed Eugenio. 
When they had overtaken him, they buril into a horfe- 
laugh, and pufhed fo rudely by him, that he could 
fcarce recover his flep ; they did not, however, go on : 
but flopping fuddenly, turned about as if to apologize 
for the accident, and affedled great furprife at difcover- 
ing to whom it happened. Ventofus bowed very low, 
and with much contemptuous ceremony begged his 
pardon } telling him at the fame time, that there was a 
lady in the next walk who would be very glad of his 
company. To this infult Eugenio anfwered, ** That 
" he was not willing to fuppofe that an affront was iu- 
'* tended, and that if the lady he meant was a woman 
** of honour, (he ought always to be mentioned with 
*' refpeft." Ventofus replied, " That whether the 
" lady he meant was a woman of honour, he would not 
** determine j but he believed (he had been very, very 
** kind J and was pleafcd to fee that her favours were not 
" forg-otten, though they were no longer accepted," 
Eugenio was not now maftet o£ Yus \tm^w,\i\5X\\xTmtL^ 
Suddenly upon Ventofus, ftruckYi\mmx\i^uc\xVvAs,w:.^ 
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that he fell at his feet : he rofe, however, in an in* 
ilant, and laid his hand upon his fword, but was pre- 
vented from drawing it by his companion 5 and the 
crowd beginning to gather about them, they, parted 
with mutual exprefHons of contempt and rage. 

In the morning the ofBcer who had been in com- 
pany with Ventofus at the quarr«l, delivered a chal- 
lenge to Eugenio, which he anfwcred by the following 
billet. 

"SIR, 

** YotTR behaviour laft night has convinced me that 
"you are a fcoundrel ^ and your letter this -morning 
•' that you are a fool. - If I fhould accept your chal- 
** lenge, I (heuld myfelf be both. I owe a duty to 
*' God and to my country, which I deem it infamous 
" to violate 5 and I am intrufted with , a life, which I 
" think cannot without folly be flaked againil yours.. 
" I believe you have ruined, but you cannot degrade 
*' me. You may poflibly, while you fneer over this^ 
" letter, fecretly exult in your own fafety j but remem*^ 
". ber, that to prevent affaffination I have a fword, and 
*^ to chaflife infolence a cane.^' 

With this letter, the captain returned to Ventofus,, 
who read it with all the extravagancies of rage and 
difdain : the captain, however, endeavoured to foothe 
and encourage him j he reprefented Eugenio as a pol- 
troon and a beggar, whom he ought no other wife to 
punifti than by removing him from the rank into which 
he had intruded j and this, he faid, would be very eafily 
accomplifhed. Ventofus at length acquiefced in the 
fentiments of his friend ', and \X v^^ l^otiSjsANaSsxva^Q&s^ 
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reported, that Eugenio Had ftruck a perfon of higt 
rank, and refufed him th^ fatisfadion of a gentleman 
which he had condefcended to afk. For not accepting 
9 challenge, Eugenio could not be legally punifhed, 
becaufe it was made his duty as a foldier by the articles 
of war 'j but it drew upon him the contempt of his fu- 
perior officers, and made them very folicitous to find 
fome pretence to difmiis him« The friends of Vento- 
fus immediately intimated, that the ad of violence to 
which Eugenio had been provoked, was committed 
within the verge of the court, and was, therefore, a 
fttfficient caufe to break him ^ as for that offence he was 
Uable to be punifhed with the lofs of his hand, by a law 
which though difufed was fliU in force. This expedient 
was eagerly adopted, and Eugenio was accordingly de- 
prived of his coinmiffipn. 



Ne. 
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No/o virum^facili reitmit qui f anguine famam : 
Hunc voloj laudari quijine mortepoteft^ 

Mart. 

Not him I prize who poorly gains 
From death the palm which blood diftains j 
But him who wins with nobler ftrife 
An unpolluted wreath from life. 

XjLe had concealed his quarrel with Ventofus from his 
father, who was then at the family-feat about twenty 
miles from London, becaufe he was not willing tQ ac- 
quaint him with the caufe : but the effe6l was fuch as 
could not be hidden \ and It was now become neceflary 
that he fhould anticipate the report of others. He, 
therefore, fet out immediately for the country \ but 
his father about the fame time arrived in London : 
fome imperfe6t account had been fent him of the pro- 
ceedings againfl Eugenio 5 and though he concluded 
from his filence that \z had been guilty of fome indif- 
cretion, yet he did not fufpe6l an imputation of cow- 
ardice \ and hoped by his inter ed to fupport him 
againfl private refentment. When he foimd that he 
had mifled Eugenio in fome of the avenues to town, he 
WQiit immediately to the gentleman who had procured 
his commiffion, from whom he learned all the cii 
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dances of the affair. The moment he heard that his 
fon had refufed a challenge, he was feized with rage fo 
violent, that it had the appearance of diflra^ion : he 
uttered innumerable oaths and execrations in a voice 
that was fcarce human, declared his fon to be unworthy 
of his name, and folemnly renounced him for ever. 

Eugenio returned to London the fame day, but it 
was late before he arrived : the fervant that opened 
the door told him with tears iahis eyes, that his father 
was gone to bed much difordered, and had command- 
ed that he fhould no more be admitted into that houfe.. 
He flood motionlefs a few moments ^ and then depart- 
ing without reply, came diredlly to me j his looks were 
wild, his countenance pale, and his eyes fwimming in 
tears : the moment he faw me, he threw himfelf into a 
chair j and putting a copy of his anfwer to VentofusV 
challenge into my hand, anticipated my inquiries by 
relating all that had happened. 

After having adminiileredfuch confolation as I could, 
I prevailed upon him with. much difficulty to go to bed. 
I fate up the reft of the night, devifing various argu- 
ments to convince Orgilio, that his fon had added new 
dignity to his charafter^ In the morning I went to 
his houfe ^ and after much folicitatioTi was admitted to 
his chamber. I found him in bed, where he had lain 
awake all the night j and it was eafy to fee that his 
mind was in great agitation.. I hoped that this tumult 
was produced by the ftruggles of parental tendernefs>: 
but the moment I mentioned his- fon, he fell into an 
agony of rage that rendered him fpeechlefs 5 and I came 
away, convinced that the eloquence of an angel upon 
tAc /ame fubjeA V70uld Viavc beeu WiOcvoul tSt^« \ ^\^ 
^^t, however, relate tbcfe dilcoui^^tv^ cAxc.>xm^'a.xtfA^. 



No. LXVI. THE ADVENTURER. 20^ 

to Eugenio : I told him that it would be proper to 
wait a few days before any fiarther application was 
made 5 not only becaufe his father's refentment would 
probably fublide, but becaufe h« was now indifpofed, 

Eugenio, when he heard that his father was ill, 
changed colour and burft into tears. He went every 
evening, and knocking foftly at the fervant's window, 
inquired how he did ^ and when he found that his fe- 
ver had become dangerous, he intreated me to go yet 
once more and intercede for him, that he might at lead 
be permitted to fee his father, if he might not hope to 
be forgiven, I went 5 but when Orgilio heard my 
name, he fell into a frefti tranfport of rage, which ended 
in a deliiium. The tSt&. which this incident produced 
upon Eugenio, who waited at the end of the ftreet for 
my return, cannot be defcribed : I prevailed upon him 
to go back to my houfe, where he fometimes haftily 
traverfed the room, and fometimes fat fixed in a kind of 
flupid infenfibility upon the floor. While he was in 
one of thefe fits, news was brought that his father wasi 
dead, and had the momibg after he was taken ill, dif- 
inherite4 bim, declaring that by the infamy of his con- 
du6l he had broke his heart. 

Eugenio heard this account without any apparent 
furprife or emotion, but could not be perfuaded to 
change his pofture or receive any food 5 till his fpirits 
being quite exhaufted, fleep relieved him a few hours 
from the agony of bis mind. 

The night on which his father was buried, he wrap- 
ped himfelf up in a horfeman's Coat that belonged to 
my fervant, and followed the proceflion at a diflance on 
loot. When the ceremony -was ONtx ^ wA >^^ ^^^k^'jc^x-^ 
departed, he threw himfcU otv Xltvc ^tv»^ ^ -wAMx^v^; 
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bis face in the duft, wept over it in filence that was in- 
terrupted only by groans. I, who had followed him 
unperceived, did not think it prudent to intrude upon 
the folemnity of his forrow, till the morning dawned ; 
he was furprifed, and I thought fomewhat confounded 
to fee me ^ he fuffcred me, however, to lead him away, 
but neither of us uttered a word. 

He told mc the next day, that he would trouble me 
ft few nights longer for a lodging, and in the mean 
4ime think of fome means by which he might obtain a 
fubfiflence : he was, indeed, totally deflitute, without 
moaey and without a profeffion } but he made no com- 
plaint, and obHinately refiifed all pecuniary affiflance. 

In lefs than a week afterwards, having converted his 
watch, his fword, a (huff-box, and ring, into moacy, he 
engaged as a common iailor in a private undertaking to 
difcover the north-weft paiage to India. 

When he communicated this deiperare enterprife, he 
appeared perfedly compofed^ ^' My dear friend,^* 
Cud he, *^ it has been always my point of honour to 
^ obey the commands of God, the prime author of my 
*^ being, and the ultimate objed of my hope, at what- 
" ever rifque 5 and I do not repent that I have fteadi- 
'' ly adhered to this principle at the expence of all 
*^ that is valuable upon earth : I have fuffered the lofs 
** of fortune, of h)ve, and of fame j but I have pre- 
" ferved my integrity, and I know that I (hall not lofe 
" my reward. To thefe I would, indeed, add the 
" edeem, though not the love of Amelia. She will 
** hear of me as degraded and difinherited, a coward, 
" a vagabond, and a fugitive > and her efteem, I think, 
I have iu/Hcient reafon to give ui^ ; ^x\ei ^iXV^^swjad 
^cr deeper than contempt \ it is x\ltI^loxt,^it^^^cvax 
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it 



fhe fhoiild defpide me. Some of thofe, by whom {he 

is addreffed, deferve her : aad I ought not to with* 

hold a felicity which I camiot enjoy. I fhall embark 
** to-morrow j and your friendly embrace is all the 
" good that I expeft to receive from this country, 
*^ when I depart in fearch of others which are un- 
** known.'' 

To this addrefs I was not in a condition to reply ^ 
and perceiving that I was overwhelmed with grief, he 
left me, perhaps, left his purpofe (hould be fhaken, and 
my weaknefs ihould prove contagious. 

On the morrow I attended him to the fhip. He talk- 
ed to me of indifferent things j and when we parted 
wrung my hand, and turned from me abruptly without 
fpeaking. I hafted into the boat which waited to bring 
me on fhore, and would not again feel the pangs of yef- 
terday for all the kingdoms of the world. 

Such is the friend I have loft ! fuch is the man, 
whom the world has diigraced for refufing a challenge } 
but none who are touched with pity at his misfortunes, 
wifti that he had avoided them by another condu^ ; 
and not to pity Eugenio, is furely to be a monfter ra- 
ther than a man. 

It may, perhaps, be queftioncd, whether I ought thus 
to have exhibited his ftory under feigned names ; or 
have a right to attempt that which he forbore. My 
love to him, is, indeed, my motive : but I think my 
condu6l is juft, when I coniider, that though it is pofli- 
ble that Amelia may, by the perufual of thefe papers, 
fuffer the mo ft tender, and, therefore, the moft exqui* 
fite diftrefs, by the re-eftablifliment of her efteem for 
him who moft deferves it 5 yet the woddtcvac^ dfc'nN^^'Km 
virtue, from the dignity wiiic\v xVve 0r2lx^^^^ ^\^'^'^~ 
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f 

nio refleAs upon his condudl : bis example is trulj il- 
luftrious *y and as it can fcarce fail to excite emulation, 
it ought not to be conceal^. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble (eivant, 

BENEVOLUS. 
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Inventa s v itam excoluere per arteu Virg^ 

They polifli life by ufcful arts. 

XHAT familiarity produces negle6t, has been long ob- 
ferved. The effeft of all external objeds, however 
great or fplendid, ceafes with their novelty j the cour- 
tier ftands without emotion in the royal prefence \ the 
n^ilic tramples under his foot the beauties of the fpring 
with little attention to their colour or their fragrance j 
and the inhabitant of the coafl darts his eye upon the 
nnmenfe diffuiion of waters, without awe, wonder, or 
terror. 

Thofe who have pail much of their lives in this great 
city, look upon its opulence and its multitudes, its ex- 
tent and variety, with cold indifference 5 but an inha- 
hitant oi the remoter parts of the kingdom is immedi- 
ately 
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ately diftinguifhed by a kind of diflipated curiolity, a 
bufy endeavour to divide, his attention amongft a tbou- 
fand objefls, and a wild confuiion of aftonifhment and 
alarm. 

The attention of a new-comer is generally firft firuck 
by the multiplicity of cries that flun him in the ftreets, 
and the variety of merchandife and manufactures which 
the (hopkeepers expofe on every hand ^ and he is apt, 
by unwary burfls of admiration to excite the merriment 
and contempt of thofe, who miftake the ufe of their 
eyes for effe6ls of their underftanding, and confound 
accidental knowledge with jufl reafoning. « 

But, furely, thefe are fubjeCls on which any man 
may without reproach employ his meditations : the in- 
numerable occupations, among which- the thoufands 
that fwarm in the flreets of London, are diilributed, 
may furnifti employment to minds of every caft, and 
capacities of every degree. He that contemplates the 
extent of this wonderful city, finds it difficult to con-' 
ceive, by what method plenty is maintained in our mar- 
kets, and how the inhabitants are regularly fupplied 
with the neceflaries of life $ but when he examines the 
{hops and warehoufes, fees the immenfe (lores of every 
kind of merchandife piled up for fale, and runs over all 
the manufactures of art and produds of nature, which 
are every where attracting his eye and foliciting his 
purfe, he will be inclined to conclude, that fuch quan- 
tities cannot eafily be exhaufled, and that part of man- 
kind mull foon (land flill for want of employment, till 
the wares already provided (hall be worn out and de-. 
ftroyed. 

As Socrates was paffing through the fair at Athens, 
and cafting his eyes over the (hops and cuftom'ers. 
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" how many things arc here,*' fays he, " that I do not 

*' want I'* The fame fentiment is every moment rifing 

in the mind of him that walks the flreets of London, 

however inferior in philofophy to Socrates : he beholds 

a thonfand (hops crowded with goods, of which he can 

fcarcely tell the ufe, and which, therefore, he is apt to 

confider as of no Talue j and, indeed, many of the arts 

by which families are fupported, and wealth is heaped 

together, are of that minute and fuperfluons kind 

which nothing but experience could evince poffibly to 

be profecuted with advantage, and which, as the world, 

might eafily want, it could fcarcely be expelled to en-^ 

courage. 

But fo it i^f that cuAom, curiofity, or wantonnefs, 
fupplies every art with patrons, and finds purchafers for 
every manufadure *, the world is fo adjufled, that not 
only bread, but riches may be obtained without great 
abilities, or arduous performances : the moil unikilful 
hand and unenlightened mind have fufRcient incitements 
to induftry ^ for he that is refolutely bufy, can fcarce- 
ly be in want. There is, indeed, no employment, ho w-^ 
ever defpicable, from which a man may not promife 
himfelf niore than competence, when he fees thoufands 
and myriads raifed to dignity, by no other merit than 
that of contributing to fupply their neighbours with 
the means of fucking fmoke through a tube of clay ^ 
and others railing eontributions upon thofe, whofe ele- 
gance difdains the ^roffneis of fmoky luxury, by grind- 
ing the fame materials into a powder that may at once 
gratify and impair the fm^JiV' 

Not only by thefe popular and modifh trifles, but by 
a thoufsiad unheeded and cVaxvefcexvl Vaik^ o£ Vi\xfiivefs^ 
^c the hiulthudcs of this city prefctve^ itoTn.\d\fcw^"i^ 
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and confequetitly from want. In tlie ehdlefs variety 
of tafles and circumflances that diveriify mankind, 
nothing is fo fuperfluous, but that fome one deiires it ; 
or fo common, but that fome one is compelled to biiy 
it. As nothing is ufelefs but becaufe it is in improper 
hands, what is thrown away by one is gathered Up^ by 
another y and the refufe of part of mankind furnifhes a 
Subordinate clafs with the materials neceffary' to their 
fupport. 

When I look round upon thofe who are thus vari-r 
oufly exerting their qualifications, I cannot but admire 
the fecret concatenation of fociety, that links together 
the great and the mean, the illuftrious and the obfcure ; 
and confider with benevolent fatisfadion, that no man, 
unlefs his body or mind be totally difabled, has need to 
fuffer the mortification of feeing himfelf ufelefs or 
burthenfome to the community ^ he that will diligently 
labour, in whatever occupation, will deferve the fuf- 
tenance which he obtains, and the prote6tion which 
he enjoys 5 and may lie down every night with the plea- 
fing confcioufnefs, of having contributed foinethihg f 
the happinefs of life. 

Contempt and admiration are equally incident to nar- 
row minds : he whofe comprehenfion can take in the 
whole fubordination of mankind, and whofe perfpicacity 
can pierce to the real (late of things, through the thin 
veils of fortune or of fafhion, will difcover meannefs in 
the higheft fiations, and dignity in the meanefl ^ and 
find that no man can become venerable but by Virtue, 
or contemptible but by widk^dnefs. 

In the midil of this univerfal hurry, no man ought 
to be fo little influenced by example, ot (onqvI ^^Wxw- 
efl emulation, as to Hand a 1«l17 £i^t.&.%\»t oi vokj^^^si^ 
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labour ^ or pleafe himfelf with the mean happinefs of a 
drone, wlille the adtive fwarms are buzzing about 
him : no man is without fome quality, by the due ap- 
plication of which he might deferve well of the world j 
and whoever he be that has but little in his power ihould 
be in hade to do that little, left he be confounded with 
him that can do nothing. 

By this general concurrence of endeavours, arts of 
every kind have been fo long cultivated, that all the 
wants of man may be immediately fupplied ^ idlenefs 
can fcarcely form a wiih which (he may not gratify by 
the toil of others, or curiofity dream of a toy, which 
the ihops are not ready to afford her. 

Hapi»ne{s is enjoyed only in proportion as it is known ^ 
and fuch is'the ftate or folly of man, that it is known only 
by experience of its contrary : we who have long lived 
amidft the conveniences of a town immenfely populous, 
have fcarce an idea of a place where deiire cannot be 
gratified by money. In order to have a juft ienfe of 
this artificial plenty, it is neceffary to have paiTed fome 
time in a diftant colony, or thofe parts of our ifland 
which are thinly inhabited : he that has once known 
how many trades every man in fuch fituations is com- 
pelled to exercife, with how much labour the produOs 
of nature mud be accommodated to human ufe, how 
long the lofs or defe£^ of any common utenfil muft be 
endured, or by what aukward expedients it muft be 
fupplied, how far men may wander with money in their 
hands, before any can fell them what they wiih to buy, 
will know how to rate at its proper Value the plenty 
and eafe of a great city. 
But that the happincfc o£ m«n m%.y ftUl remain im- 
perfeA, as want sin tins pVact wt e^^A^j Iw^^\l<.^,i^«« 



) 
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wants likewife are eafily created : every man, in fur* 
veying the (hops of London, fees numberlefs inilru- 
xnents and conveniences^ of which, while he did not 
know them, be never felt the need) and yet, when ufe 
has made them familiar, wonders how life could be 
Supported without them* Thus it comes to pafs, that 
our de&res always increafe with our pofTefiions : the 
knowledge that fomething remrins yet unenjoyed, im- 
pairs our enjoyment of the good before us. 

They who have been accudomed to the re^nements 
of fcience, and multiplications of contrivance, foon lofe 
their confidence in the unafHfted powers of Nature, 
forget the paucity of our real necefiities, and overlodk 
the eafy methods by which they may be fupplied. It 
were a fpeculatien worthy of a philofophical mind, to 
examine how much is taken away from our native abi- 
lities, as well as added to them, by artificial expe- 
dients. We art fo accuftomed to give and receive af- 
fiftance, that each of us fingly can do little for himfelf^ 
and there is fcarce any one among us, however con- 
traded may be his form of life, who does not enjoy the 
labour of a thoufand artifts. 

But a furvey of the various nations that inhabit the 
earth, will inform Ui, that life may be fupported with 
lefs affiftance ; and that the dexterity, which pfadice 
enforced by neceffity prodiu:es, is able to effedt much 
by very fcanty means. The nations of Mexico and 
Pevu erefied cities and temples without the ufe of 
iron J and at this day the rude Indian fupplies himfelf 
with all the neceflaries of life. Sent, like the reft 
of mankind, naked into the world, as foon as his pa- 
vent's have nutled him up- to (Irength^ K<^ \% \a ^^t^VAa. 
hy bis *own labour for Ws own (\]k^^fST\« lS>a ^x&^'^J^' 
Vol. IL K. 
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is to fiod a fliftrp flint among the rocks : with this he 
undertakes to fell the trees of the foreft : he (hapes his 
bow,|heads^his arrows, builds his cottage, and hollows 
his canoe, and from that time lives in a date of plen- 
ty and profperity: he is flieltered froni the ftorms^ he 
is fortified againil beads of prey ^ he is enabled |o 
purfue the fi(h of the Cea, and the deer of the moun- 
tains 'f and, as he does not know, does not envy thfi 
happinefs of polilhed nations, where gold can fupply 
the want of fortitude and ikill, and he, whofe labori- 
ous anceflors have made him rich, may lie ftretched 
upon a couch, and fee al\ the treafures of all the ele- 
ments poured down before him. 

This pidure of a (avage life, if it (hews how much 
individuals may perform, fhews likewiCe how much fo- 
ciety is to be defired. Though the per&veraoA^.and 
addrefs of the Indian excite our admiration, they ne- 
verthelefs cannot procure him the conveniences which 
are enjoyed by the vagrant beggar of a civilized coun- 
try ; he hunts like a wild bead to (atisfy his hunger ^ 
and when he lies down to reft after a fuccefsful chace, 
cannot pronounce himfelf fecure againft the danger of 
perifhix^ in a few days : he is, perhaps, content with 
bis condition, becaufe he knows not that a better is at- 
tainable by man ^ as he that is born blind does not* 
}ong for the perception of light, becaufe he cannot 
conceive the advantages which light would afford him : 
but hunger, wounds, and wearine&, are real evils, 
though he believes them equally inindent 'to all his j 
fellow-creatures : and I'vhen a tempeft compels him to . 
lie fiarving in his hut, he cannot juftly be concluded 
equally happy with thofe whom art has exempted from 
the power of chance, and. ^\y^ miiiA ^^ &(i«%<iiag 
jrear provide {ox the foUo^t^s. ,^^ 



To recei\re a^id to cDmmumcate aflliftancei iDonQitfijtlii 
the happloefs of human life : man may, incUed^ pf e- 
fenre bis exigence in folitude, but can enjoy it only ia 
fbciety : the greateft under dan diog; of jan individual^ 
dooo^ed to .procure food and clothing (or himfelf, wifl 
barely fupply him with expe^iftnts to; keep off death 
from day to dayj but iss one of a larger community^ 
performing only his (hare to the common buiinefsy he 
^ains leifure for intelledual pleafures; and enjoys the 
l&appinefs of reafon and reflection. 



No. LXVIII. Saturday, June 30. 17531 



Ito)tet en^ta dolore vohtptas. Otid. 

How vain the joy for which our pain muft pay 



• 



It has, been remarked, that the play of brutes is al- 
ways a mock fight \ and, perhaps, this is equally true 
t>f all the fports that have been invented by reafon for 
the amufement of mankind* The celebrated games of 
antiquity wete fomething more \ the confiift was often 
fatal, and the pleafure of the fpedators feemis to have 
been proportioned to the danger of the combatants t 
Hot does it appear that any {pQ!:X\A%\itiWL^^^^»«^* 





trived, wliich can gratify pure benevolence, or enter- 
tain, without producing an oppofition of interei!. 
There are, indeed, many external advantages, which 
it has never been thought immoral to acquire, though 
an oppofition of intereft is neceflarily implied ^ advan- 
tages, which, like a Aake at cards, one party can onl^ 
gain by the lofs of the other : for wealth and poverty, 
obfcurity and diftindion, command and fervitudci are 
mutually relative ^ and the exiftence of each is by 
each reciprocally derived and given. 

Play, therefore, is not unlawful, merely as a con* 
ted 'y nor can the pleafure of them that win be imputed 
to a criminal want of benevolence, in this date of im- 
^erfe^ion, merely becaufe it is enjoyed at the expedCe 
of thofe who lofe. But, as in bufinefs, it has never 
been held lawful to circumvent thofe whom we defire 
to excel : fo in play, the chance of lofs and gain ought 
to be always equal; at leaft, each party ihouldi^e ap- 
prized of the force employed againd him ; and if then 
he plays again (I bdds, no man has* a right to inquire 
his motive, though a good man would decline tOjcn- 
gage him* 

There is, however, one fpecies of diverSon wipch 
has not been generally' condemned, though it is pro* 
^uced by an attack upon thofe who have not volunt^ 
iTily entered the lifls, who find themfelves buffeted in 
the dark,, and have neither means of defence nor pofli* 
Jbility of advantage. 

Thefe feats are atchieved by the knights-errant of 

Mirth, and known by the name of Frolics: under this 

jiamc, indeed, many fpecies of wanton cruelty have 

been pra&ifedf without lucMiun^ xhe infamy, .or railr 

Jnff the indignation w\ujc\i xT^e^ dt^^xVt-, ^^^\\. V4 vl. 
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t^emdy difficuU tQ fix upon any certain cr iteriodi bj 
nfhich frolics may be diftingui{hed intQ criminal and 
ipnocent*- If we could difcern effedls while they are 
involved in their caufes, and afcertain every remote 
confequence of our own aflions, perhaps thefe falliet 
ivight be allowed under the fame reftridions as rail* 
lery : the falfe alarms and ridiculous diftrefs into 
which others are betrayed to make us fport, fliould bo 
fuch only as will be fubje£ts of merriment^ even to the ~ 
fpfferer, when they ai^ pad, and remembered neither 
with refentment nor regret : but as every a£lIon may 
produce effeds over which human power has no in- 
fluence, and which human fagacity cannot forefee^ we 
f^puld not lightly venture to the verge of evil, nor 
ilrike at others, though with a reed> IcA, like the 1:9^ 
of Mofesi it become a ferpent in our hands. . 

During the hard froll in the year 174c, four young f 
gentlemen, of coniiderabk rank, rode intq an inn,' 
near one .of the principaLavenucs to this city, at ele* 
li^n p^clock ;it night, withoutj^Aiiy attejadant j and hav« 
ing expreffed uncommon concern about their horfes, 
and overlooked the provision that was made for them, 
called for a room j ordering wine and tobacco to be- 
brought in, and declaring, that as they were to fet out 
very early in the morning, it was not worth while to 
go to bed. Before the waiter returned, eacn of them 
had laid a pocket pillol upon the table ^ w)iich, when 
he entered, they appeared to be very folicitous to con- 
ceal, and (hewed fome confufion at the furprife. They 
perceived, with great fatisfadion, that the fellow was 
alarmed at his difcovery) and having, upon various 
pretences, called him often into xVe tooxsx^ ovi^ o^^^-w^ 
cpatrived to pull out a malk mx\i \a% >ft».vv^t^^^^^ 
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ffom the pocket of a boiTeman*! coat* Thej difcoorfcd' 
in dark and ambijruous Hrms, a£Feifttd^ a bufj- ami 
akiiBOtta ci^amfpedioB, urg^ed the ibaA often to driak^ 
and feended defirouato render -him liibrervieiit to fomtf 
ptorpoic which they yrtfrt untrininl; to^dilcovor. They 
endeavoured to conciliate hr^g;ood-^in, by extravagant 
commendations of his dexterity and dUigence^ and en- 
couraged him to familiarity, by aikibg him many qnef* 
tions.. He was, however, fliU cautiouf -and referved* 
One of them therefore, pretending to have known hia 
mother, put a crown into his hand, and feon after took 
sn opportunity to a(k him at what hour a flage-coach^ 
the paflengers of which they intended to humbug, fel 
out in the morning ^ whether it was fiill 3 and if it 
wa3 attended wkh a guard. 

The man wa& now confirmed in his fufpicions ; and| 
though he had accepted the bribe, refolved to difcover 
the fecret. Having evaded the queftions with as much 
art as he could, he went to hi3 maftef , Mr.. Spiggot^ 
wha was then in bed, and acqusinted hitu with, what 
be had obferved* 

Mr. Spiggot immediately got up, and held a confult- 

at ion witli his wife, what was to be done^ She ad« 

vifed him immediately to fend for the conflable, with 

proper affi Hants, and fecure them : but he confidered, 

that, as this would probably prevent a robbery, it 

would deprive him of an opportunity to gain a very 

confiderable fum, which he would become entitled to. 

upon their convidlion, if he could apprehend them after 

the faft : he therefore very prudently called up four ox. 

£ve of the oHlers that belonged to the yard 3 and, hav- 

•^ffg" communicated Wa Wp\c\otis ^ti^ ^«X\^xi^ t^^^^'^'t.^ 

tbem to inljft under lais. <;omm^ix^, ^^ w\^5i,wi\^\>B* 



No. LXVIIL TMS AOVlNTTmltK» ^ ^2g 

eoachy Mod. to Watch the motions of the highy^ijmen^lf^i 
as he fhould direft. But mine hod, alfo wifel;^6nfiw^ 
dtnng that this expedition ¥routd be attend&C^l^ith 
certain ekpeoee, and that the profit which tii hBjaeJT 
was contingent, acquainted the paflengers witElleir 
danger, and prqx>fed that a guard (hould i>e Mred'bjr 
a voluntary contribution^ a propofal, to which, upbti a 
fSght of the Irobbers through the window, thej f eaSny 
agreed. Spiggot was now fecured ag^nft pecunixjfj' 
lofs) at all events: and, about three oVlock;;^ rae 
knights of the frolic, with infinite fetisfaftion, behetS 
five paflengers, among whoiii there Was but one getif^ 
tleman> (lep into the coach, with the afpe£l of crindfSf 
nals going to execution } and enjo/ed the fignificanf 
figns which- pafled between them and the landlord, qon<^' 
cerning the precautions" taken for tfaeil* defence. ' 

A'S foon as the coach was gone, fhb fuppofed high* 
way men paid their reckoning in great haftcf, and called 
for their horfes : care had already been taken to faddle 
t}i«m; for it was dot Mr. Spiggot*8 defir«, tk^ the ad. 
venturers (hould go for before they executed^ their pur^ 
pofe ^ and as foon as they departed, he prepared to fol- 
low them with his pofie. He was, indeed, greatly 
Airprifed to fee, that they turned the contniry way 
when they went out of the inn yard > but he fuppofed 
they might chufe to take a fmall circuit to prevent 
fufpicion, as they might eaiily overtake the coach 
whenever they would : he determined, however, to 
keep behind them j and therefore, inflead of going af* 
ter the coach, followed them at a diflance ; till, to his 
utter difappointment, he faw them perfill in a different 
rout, and at length turn into a^Ti \ivTk \w ^\^^^^^^^ 
where ftveral fervanls in livex^ 2i^^t^tt^ xa Vv*^>a^'«»' 
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waiting for them, and where his cnriofity was fixm 
gratified with their charaAers and their names. 

In the mean time, the coach proceeded in its jour- 
ney. The panic of the paffengers increafed, upon per- 
ceiving that the guard which they had hired did not 
come up J and they began to accufe Spiggot of having 
betrayed them to the robbers, for a fharc of the booty ; 
they could not help looking every moment &pm the 
window, though it was fo dark, that a waggon could 
not have been feen at the diflance of twenty yards ; 
every tree was miftaken for a man and horfe j tho 
noife of the vehicle in which they rode was believed 
^o be the trampling of purfuers ^ and they ezpefted 
every moment to hear the coachman commanded to 
ftop, and to fee a piftol thruft in amongft them, with 
the dreadful injundion, " Deliver your money.*' 
. Thus far the diflrefs, however great and unmerit«d« 
will be deemed ridiculous } the fufferers will appear to 
have ifigenioufly tormented themfelves, by the iagacitj 
with which they reafoned from appearaQces intended, 
to deceive them, and their folicitude to prevent mi& 
chiefs which none would attempt. 

But it happened, that, when the coach had got 
about two miles out of town, ^t was overtaken by » 
horfeman, who rode very hard, and called- out with 
great eagernefs to the driver to (lop. This incident* 
among perfoiis who had fufifered perpetual s^preheniioa 
and alarm from the moment they fet out, produced a 
proportionate effe6l. The wife of the gentleman was 
fo terrified, that (be funk down from her feat } and hfr 
was fo much convinced of his danger, fo touched at 
her diilrebf and fo incenCed agWm& xV^ tM^SLan wha 
bad produced it^ tbati viUVxo>^\. uVXmxv^ ^ ;i^^t^> \^ 
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drew a pldol from his pocket, and feeing the man par« . 
ley with the coachmin, who had now flopped bis 
horfes» he (hot him dead upon the fpot. ^ 

The man, however, who had thus fallen the viftiov* 
of a frolic, was foon known to be the fervant of a ladyi^- 
who had paid earneft for the vacant placq in the ftage^^ 
and having by fome accident been delayed till it was 
fet out, had followed it in a hackney-coach, and fent 
him before her to detain it till fhe came up. 

Here the ridicule is at an end } and we are fur« 
piifed that we did not fooner refled, that the company . 
had fufRcient caufe for their fear and their precaution, 
and that the frolic was nothing more than a lle^ which 
it would have been folly not to believe, and ptefump- 
tion to difregard. 

The next day, while the Bucks were entertaining a 
polite circle at Whitens with an account of the farce 
they had played the night before, nevfs arrived of the 
cataftrophe. A fudden confuiion covered every coun- 
tenance y and they remained fome time iilent, looking 
upon each other, mutually accufed, reproached, and 
condemned. 

'nH9 ^favouiraUfe mojaent was.impiroved by a g«ntk» 
man, who, though fometimes feen in that aflembly, is 
yet eminent for his humanity and wifdom* '* A^ 
" tnan, " faid he, ^*-who fdtind himfelf bewildered in' 
''' tUe iotric'acies of £t labyrinth, when the fun was go« ' 
^''ing' down/ would think himfelf happy, if 'a clue ' 
^' (hould be put into his hand, ' by which he might be * 
**Med out in fafcty : he would not fureljr quit it for a 
"moment, becaufe if might poHibly be recovered > * 
" and, if he' did, would be in perpetual dan^et o£ * 
['^^{imblhg upon fomd otViex Y?*nictct, >TA\sstv^^ss.^^ 
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<*- a common calamity upon both. In the maze of life 
*^ we ace often bewildered, and darknefs and danger- 
t* furround us : biit every one may at lead fecure con- 
^' fcience againil t^e power oi accident, by adhering 
**- inviolably to. that rule, by which we are enjoined to> 
^ abftain even, from the Appearances of £yiK 
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Tfri libent& homines id'quod volunt crtJunti 

. Men willingly believe what tkey wifh to be true*. 

7uLLT has long agoobferved, that no man, however . 

weakened by long life, is fo confcieus of his own de-., 

crepitnde, as i^ot to imagine that he may- yet bold hifc. 

il9tion in the world for another year*. , 

Of the truth of this remark every day fiiirnifhes new- . 

confirmation : there is no time of life in which meui 

for the mott part, feem lefs to exped the ftroke of' 

dcsitb, tk^^tk when every oOitr t^t l^t^ *^ v»^^aS«wVv 
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or arc more bufy in providing for another year than 
when It is plain to a^l but themfelves, that at anotheif 
year they cannot arrive. Though every funeral that 
pafles before their eyes evinces the deoeitfulnefs of 
fbch expedations, fince every^ man who is borne to tho 
grave thought himfelf equally certain of living at leafl 
to the next year ^ the fiirvivor dill continues to flatter 
himfelf, and is never at a lofs for fome reafon why his 
life fhould be protra£led, and the voracity of death 
continue to be pacified with fome other prey. 

But this is' only one of the innumerable ^rtifice^ 
praflifed in the univerfal confpiracy of mankind again fl 
thcmfelves : every age and every- condition indulges* 
fOme darling. fallacy ; every man amufes himfelf with 
proje6ls which he knows to be improbable, and which, 
therefore', he refblves to purfue without daring to ex« 
amine them^- Whatever any man ardently defires, he 
very readily believes that he fhall fonoe time attain : 
he whofe intemperance has overwhelmed him with dif- 
eafes, while he languifhes in the fpring, expels vigour 
and recovery from the fummer fun ^ and while he> 
melts away m the fummer, transfers-his-2ibpes to the 
frg^s of winter : he that ga^cs npon elegance or plea« 
fure, which want of money hinders him from imitat* 
ing or partaking, comforts himfelf that the time of dif- 
ttefs will foon be at an end^ and that every day brings- 
him nearer to a' (tate ai happinefs j though he knows^ 
it has pafled not only without acquifition of advan-' 
tage, but perhaps without endeavours after it, in the - 
formation of fchemes that cannot be executed, and in' 
tlie contemplation of profpe6ts which cannot be ap« 
pjoached. 



Such is the general dream in which wc all (Tamber 
put our time : every man tbinks^ the day coming, in 
which he (hall be gratified, with all his wifhes, in- which 
. be ihall leave all thofc competitors behind, who are* 
now rejoicing like himfelf in the expedlation ofvidlory; 
the day is alws^s coming to the feryile, in which they 
ihall be powerful^ to the obfcure, in which they (hall 
be eminent, apd.to the deformed, in which they (hall 
he beautiful. 

If any of my readers has looked with fo little atten« 
tion on the world about him, as to imagine this repre- 
fentation exaggerated beyond probability, let him re- 
fie£t a little upon his own life ; let him confide r what 
were his hopes. and. prprpe£l$ ten years. ago, and what 
additions he then expe£ted to be. made by ten years, to 
his happinefs : tlv>fe years are now elapfed ^ have they 
made good the promife that was extorted from them ) 
have they advanced his. fortune, enlarged^ his know* 
ledge, or reformed hiscondud, to the degree that was. 
once cxpeded ? I am afraid every man that recoUedls 
his hopes muil confefs his . difappointment, and owiT 
that day has . glided unprofitably after day, and that 
he is dill at the (a^it ,diflance from the point of happi. 
nefs* 

With what consolations .c?n thofc; who have. thus 
mifcarriedin th^ir. chief defign elude the mcpipry of. 
their ill fuccefs? with what amufement? can they pa- 
cify their difcoRtent^ after thjC lofs of fo large a por- . 
tioo of life ? they can give.themfelves up again, to the 
fame delu(ionSy they can form new fchemes of airy gm* 
tifi.cations, and 6jt another period of felicity j they can 
again refolve to truft the ptomlfc which they knpw 
wIIJLie broken, they can jwajk ii^ ^ dic\^ y^vCcv xJcv^vt 
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eyes (huty and perfuade themfelves to think that they 
go forward. 

Of every great and complicated eyeivt> patt depends 
upon caufes out of our gower, and part mull be e£Etd« 
ed by vigour and pcrf^^yerance. . With regard to th;at 
which is ftyled Jn cogompn language the work of chance, 
men will alvv^ys^ad reafons for confidence or dillruft, 
according^ to their different tempersor ihclinations^ and 
he that has been long accuQomed to pleafe himfelf with 
'pofTibilitles of fortuitous happinefs, will not eafily or 
willingly be reclaimed from his miftake. But the ef- 
fe£ls of human induflry and ikill, are more eaiily fub« 
jc6led to calculation : whatever can be completed in a* 
year, is divifihje into parts^ of which edcli may be per- 
formed in the cpnxpafs of a day : he, therefore, that..has 
paiTed the day without attention to the tafk adign- 
ed him, may be certain that the lapfe of life has. 
brought him no nearer to. his. objedl ^ for whatever 
idlenefs may expeft from time, its produce will be on- 
ly in proportion to the diligence with which it has 
been ufed. He that floats, lazily down the ilream^ in 
purfuit of fomething borne along by the fome current, 
will find himfclf indeed mevc forward j but unlcfs he 
lays his hand to the oar, and cncreafes his fpced by 
his own labour, muft be always at the fame diftance 
from that which he is following. 

Thvre have happened in every age, fome contin- 
gencies' of unexpedled and undeferved fuccefs, by which 
tijiofe who arc deternained to bilieve whatever, favours 
their inclinations, have been encouraged to delight 
themfelves with future advantages 5 they fupport con- 
fidence by confiderations, of which the. only proper yfe 
isj to chacc away dcfpair : it \s tc^'s^X^ ^\>i\V ^"^ ^^ 
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down in idleners becaufe fome bave been enricbed with- 
out labour, as to leap a precipice becaufe feme have, 
fallen and efcaped with life, or to put to (ea in a 
ftorm becaufe fome have been driven from a wreck 
upon the coaft to which they are bound. 

We are all ready to confefs, that belief ought to be 
proportioned to evidence or probability : let any maa^ 
therefore, compare the number of thofe who have been* 
. thus favoured by fortune, and of thofe who have fiiiled 
of their expectations, and he will eafily determine with 
what jullnefs he has regiAered' himfelf in the lucky 
catalogue. 

But there is no need on thefe occaiibns for deep in • 
f[uiries or laborious- calculations 5 there is a far eaiier 
method of dtdinguifhing thq hoper of folly from thofe 
•f reafon, of finding the difference between profpeds^ 
that exift before the eyes, and thofe that are only 
painted on a fond imagination. Tom Drow(y had ac- 
cuftomed himfelf to compute the profit of a darling 
projed, till he had no longer any doubt of its fuccefs ;> 
it was at laft matured by clofe confideration ^ all the 
meafures were accurately adjufted, and he wanted only- 
five hundred pounds to become mafler of a fbrtune 
that might be envied by a diredor of a trading com- 
pany, l^om was generous and grateful, and was refolv- 
ed to recompenfe this fmall afiUdance with an ample 
fortune : he, therefore, deliberated for a time, to whom 
amongft his friends he (hould declare liis^ necefiities y 
not that- he fufpe6led a refufal, but becaufe he could 
not fuddenly determine wbicb of them would make the 
heR ufc of riches, and was, therefore, moft worthy of 
his favour. At lafl his choice Vf^s ttXX\td \ ^iidknow- 
o^th^tia order to borrow, Vie mu&ftk«^ ^t^x^Jci^* 
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bilitj of repayment, he prepared for a minute and co- 
pious explanation of his projefV^ But here the golden - 
dream was at an end : he foon difcovered the impoflibi* 
lity of impofing^ upon others the notions by which he had 
fo long. impoTed upon himfelf ^ whioh way foever he 
turned his thought Sy iJxipo(fibililty and abfurdity arofe 
in oppofition on every fide; even credulity and' preju- 
dice were at lail forced to give way, and he^ grew 
alhamed of crediting himfelf what (hame would not; 
fuffer him to communicate to another. 

To this te(l, let every man bring hi» imaginations,, 
before they have been too long^ predominant in his^ 
mind. Whatever is true will bear to be related, what* 
ever is rational will endure tabe explained : but wheit> 
we delight to brood in fecret over future happinefs, and 
filently to employ, our meditations upon fohemes, of 
which we are confcious, that the bare mention would^ 
expofe us- to derifion and contempt, we (hould then re« 
member, that we are cheating ourfelves by voluntary- 
delufions ; and giviflfg up to the unreal mockeries of 
fancy, thofe hours in which folid advantages might b^ 
attained by fober thought and rational affiduity. 

There is, indeed,To little certainty inhuman affairr,. 
that the mod cautious and fevere examiner may be al- 
lowed to indulge fome hopeS) which he cannot prove - 
to be much favoured by probability \ iince, after his ut« 
moft endeavours toafcertain events, hemuft often leave, 
the ilTue in the hands of chance. And fo fcanty is our 
prefent allowance of happinefs, that in niany fituatioos* 
life could Scarcely be fupported, if hope were not al- 
lowed to relieve the prefent hour by pleafures borrowed 
from futurity ; and reanimate the langour of de^edioti 
to new eSoits, by po'mtitig, VO d\%^u\. x^^vtx^^ ^ \^ic^^^ 
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ty, which yet no refolution or perfeverance (hall ever 
reach* 

But thefe, like all other cordial $« though they may 
invigorate in a fmall quantity, intoxieate in a greater^, 
thefe pleafures, like the red, are lawful only in certaia 
circumdances, and to certain degrees ^ they may be . 
ufcful in a due fubferviency to nobler purpofes, but be- 
come dangerous and dedruflive, when once they gain- 
the afcendant in the heart : to foothe the mind to tran- 
quility by hope, even when that hope is likely to de? 
ccive us, may be fomrtimes ufeful ^ but to lull our fa- 
culties in a lethargy, is poor aad defpieable. 

Vices and errors are differently modified, according 
to the (late of the minds to which they are -incident ; 
to indulge hope beyond the warrant of reafon, is the 
failure alike of mean and elevated underftandings } but.; 
its foundation and its effeds are totally different : the 
man of high courage ai»d great abilities, is apt to place, 
too much confidence in himtelf, and to cxpeQ. from a 
vigourous exertioQ of hia powers, more than fpirit or. 
diligence can attain ; between him and his wifh he fees . 
obdacles indeed, but he expeds to overleap or break 
them J his miflaken ardour hurries him forward } and^ 
though perhaps he miffes his end, he neverthelefs ob-v 
tains fome collateral good, and performs fomething ufe- 
ful to mankind^ and honourable to himfelf. 

The drone of timidity prefumes like wife to hope, but, 
without ground and without confequence } the blifW, 
with which he folaces his hours, he always expels 
from others, though very often he knows not from., 
v^hom 'y he folds his arms about him^ and (its in expec-, 
tatjoa of fome* revolution in the date that diall raife, 
^Jw to great aefs, or foine goldeiv ft\Q\N^T ^Jsi^x ^-iJC^^ 



load Him with wealth ; he doxes away the^day in xntif- 
ing upon the morrow ^ and at the end of life, is roufed 
from his dream, only to difcovcr, that the time of ac- 
tion is paft, and that he can now ihew his wifdora gnly 
hy repentance. 
T 
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f^iriui^ repulfx Mfeiafardiia^ 
Intaminatis fuiget bonoribus ; 
Necjiimit aut ponii Jscuret^ 
Arbitrio populgris aur^t. 
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Stranger to folly and to fear. 

With pure untainted honour bright^ 

Virtue difdains to lend an ear 

To the mad people^s fenfe of right* 

Mr. ADTEMTlTKERy 

I AM the perfon whom your correfpondent Benevolus 
hits thought fit to mentVQTi by ^^^^ tiveafc^i ^'1?^^'^^*.' 
There are fome partic\>lais in my Ocwax^^R^t-*/*^^'^ 
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perhaps he hat miftakeh : bat I lore phdii*demfing ; 
and as he did not intend to flatter me, I fergm Bim : 
perhaps m7 heart is as warm as another^s, and I am 
no ftranger to any principles that would lead a man to 
a handfbme thing. But to the point. Ti^roTe your 
publiihing the ftorj of Eugenio, and I am determined 
the world (hall not lofe the fequel of it, in which j«i 
are more concerned than perhaps you may imagine. 

You muft know, Sir; that I had obfinrrcd my girl 
to go moping about of late more than common, thoogb 
in truth fiie has been ' fomewhat grave ever iince (he 
difmified VentoTus. I was determined to keep an eye ~ 
upon her } and fo watching her pretty clofely, I catch* 
ed her lall Saturday was fe'nnight almoft drowned ia 
tears with your paper in her hand« I laid hold of it 
in an in Rant, and 4)utting on my fpcf^acles, began to 
read, with a fhrewd fufpicion that I (hould find out a 
fecret. Her paflion of crying ftill increafed } and 
when I had looked here and there in the paper^ I was> 
convinced that (he wa$^i>y fbme means deeply iatereft* 
cd in the Rory, which indeed appeared to me to be 
full of misfortune. In fhort, I prefled her fo home 
upon the fubje£l, that (he put the two other papers in* 
to my hand, and telling me who were meant by the 
names, I began to read with great eagernefs, though^ 
to confefs a truth, I could fcarce fee the three lail pages» 
Odds-my-life, thinks I, what an honed fellow this £u« 
genio is ! and leering up at my girl, I thought I never 
faw her look fo like her mother before. I took her 
about the neck and kifled her ; but I did not teU her 
what I had in my head : however, to encourage her, 
J bid her be a good child, and \tvi\.?LTv\.Vj otdtxlti^ my" 
C0ach, T went dircflly to BtTit\o\\xs^ ol7^\iOTa\ Vei- 
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4«i{red the (hip*( natme on hosad cf which Eagenio wmt 
Embarked, and when (he failed. The dodor, whether 
he gueiled at mj intention or Bol^vlbeked as if h« 
would hvTc leaped out of his Ikin, and told me with a 
kind of wild eagernefs, that the veffel having met 
with an accident in going out, was put back^ and then 
laj in the river near Gravefend*. ' 

With this intelligence I returned to my daughter,, 
and told her my mind. ^* £mmy»^^ fay» I, '^ the Cap- 
^ tain was always in my opinion a worthy man ^ and 
*^ when I had reafoa to believe you liked him, I did 
** not refolve to part you becaufe he was without a tt«. 
^* tie or an eftate> but becaufe I could not be recon- 
^^ ciled to his profcfllion. I was determined youlhould* 
'' never marry a cockade, and carry a knap&ck j and 
*^ if he had been a general ofScer, 1 would have pre*. 
^' ferred an honeft citizen, who encourages ^trade and 
** navigation, before him. Befides,. I was angry that 
*^ you ihould hold a private corcefpondence, and think. 
*« to carry your point without me: but you wer^ 
*' greatly mi&eprefented ^ fo was the Captain : he haa 
^' gallantly removed all my ob]e£tions at once, he Is 
*' not now in the army, nor has. he ever attempted to 
^* fubvert my authority } he h a t^ue heart, and I feel^ 
^ that I love him as my fon. He is ilill within reach,^ 
^^ and you (hall this moment ^write to h^ with your 
^ own handy and tell him, that I fay he (hall be yout 
^ hufband. I have money enough for ye both ^ and 
'^ if I pleafe, I can make him a lord J* The poor 
child fat with her handkerchief up to her eyes while I 
was fpeaking, and I did not immediately perceive, that, 
UfQa hearing the Captain was xvo\ ^^ti^^ ^^\jaA.^^^v 
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ed • We could fcarce keep life iD her for above iwso 
hours 'y but at laft (be a little recovered her fpirits, and 
hrought me the following billet : 

To EUGENIO. 

" Sir, 

^ Mr dear papa commands me te entreat that yoo 
** will immediately come on (hore, and from this hour 
'^ confider his houfe as your own. He is greatly af- 
" fedted with the ftory of your generofity and dillrefs, 
** which he has juft learnt by an accident which I can- 
** not now communicate ^ and he is determined to • 

• 

^* make you his heir^ without prejudice to, 

'* Sir, yoor humble fervant, 

' When I had perufed this cpiftle, " Pihaw," fays I, 
'' put affedionate at the end of it, or elfe he won't 
'' come now.^' This made her froiletf I was glad to. 
fee her look cheerful ^ and baring with fome difficulty, 
procured the proper addition, I difpatched the letter 
indantly by my own fervant on horfeback, and order- 
ed a light chariot and four to follow him, and take up 
l^ugenio's friend the dodlor by the way. I will itot 
tell you, Sir, how Eugenio, as he is called, behaved 
upon the receipt of this letter ; it is enough, that in a^ 
bout eight hours he arrived with his friend at my houfe^ 
neither will I tell you how the lovers behaved when 
ibrjr met ; ft is enough that t\\c7 ?iie VoVit. xs^^itled next 
^Jjurfda/. I 5dd fome patUcuW^lot -^oxst i^w^i.^ \tv. 



